Research Methodology 

This chapter's goal is to outline the research technique that supports my critical analysis of the routine arming of police officers in the UK, a complicated and controversial topic that has attracted a lot of academic and public interest. Through personal interactions with active and retired officers of the South Wales Police Force, this study aims to address its main goals. I will create and distribute a survey to gather opinions and experiences from active and retired officers in different departments in order to do this. Both closed-ended and open-ended questions that have been developed specifically to meet the objectives of the study will be included in the survey.

These objectives are,

Examining the historical and current methods of armed policing in the UK, including how firearms have been integrated into policing over time.

understanding the impact of public perception on the debate surrounding the routine arming of police officers and exploring how public attitudes influence police policy and decision-making. 

Comparing the UK's approach to armed policing with those of other countries that routinely arm their police officers.

Investigating the broader impacts on police accountability, culture, and the use of force, focusing on how routine arming affects police behaviour, interactions with the public, and internal police culture.

Research Design

A mixed-methods research strategy is used in this study because of the topic's complexity. Qualitative and quantitative data are combined in mixed-methods research to address research topics from multiple perspectives, because it allows for a thorough investigation of the topic, this methodology was selected. It combines qualitative methods to capture police officers' lived experiences and complex opinions with quantitative techniques to identify trends (McKim 2017, pp. 202-222.) This study intends to collect firsthand, context-specific data by focussing on serving and retired South Wales Police Force officers, considering a variety of departmental experiences and opinions on the topic at hand. Both quantitative data that identifies trends and patterns and qualitative data that offers a deeper understanding of officers' individual experiences and opinions on armed policing will be possible because to the combination of closed-ended and open-ended questions. By using a mixed methods approach, this study aims to provide a comprehensive, evidence-based viewpoint on the routine arming of police officers in the UK. It does this by providing insightful information about current policing practices as well as the wider implications for (Almalki 2016, pp. 288-296.)

The quantitative aspect of the research will involve a survey administered to police officers within the South Wales police force. The survey will contain a range of closed-ended questions that allow respondents to provide numerical data on their views, experiences, and knowledge of armed policing. The survey will help capture broad trends and patterns within the police force regarding the use of firearms, public perceptions, and the impact of routine arming.
The qualitative element of the study will include open-ended questions within the same survey to collect detailed personal insights from police officers. These responses will allow for a deeper exploration of themes such as police culture, the effects of armed policing on relationships with the public, and the impact of firearms on police accountability (Sandelowski 2000, pp. 246-255.)

Data Collection

Data will be collected through a survey distributed online to police officers. The survey will include a combination of closed-ended and open-ended questions to gather both statistical data and qualitative responses. The closed-ended questions will use Likert scales and multiple-choice formats, making it easy to quantify responses, while the open-ended questions will allow officers to elaborate on their views and experiences.
To ensure high-quality responses, the survey will be tested with a small group of officers before 
being distributed more widely. 

Ethical Considerations

Ethical guidelines will be followed throughout the study to ensure that the research is conducted responsibly and with respect for participants. All participants will be informed about the purpose of the study, their voluntary participation, and their right to withdraw at any time without consequence. Informed consent will be obtained from each respondent before completing the survey. Confidentiality will be strictly maintained, and responses will be anonymised to protect the identity of the officers involved. Any sensitive data will be stored securely, and no personally identifiable information will be included in the final analysis or published results.

Data Analysis

Data analysis will come next after the survey data has been gathered. To find trends, correlations, and patterns, statistical methods will be used to evaluate the quantitative data from the closed-ended questions. To identify trends between different variables should there be any, such as the rank of officers, their experience with armed policing, and their opinions on routine arming, this may involve calculating percentages, mean scores, or carrying out comparison. 
The qualitative data from the open-ended responses will be analysed thematically. This means looking for recurring themes, keywords, and concepts across the responses to identify common viewpoints or unique perspectives. Qualitative data analysis will help to provide a deeper understanding of the personal experiences of officers and their views on the implications of routinely arming police officers. Both forms of data analysis will help answer the research questions by providing numerical evidence of trends and offering richer, contextual insights into the lived experiences of UK police officers (Thorne 2000, pp. 68-70.)

Limitations

While this methodology provides a comprehensive approach to understanding armed policing in the UK, there are some limitations to consider. One limitation is the reliance on self-reported data from police officers. While this data is valuable, it may be subject to bias, as participants may feel inclined to present socially acceptable answers or may underreport sensitive information related to the use of firearms or public interactions.
Another limitation is the potential for low response rates, which could impact the generalisability of the results. To mitigate this, efforts will be made to ensure a broad distribution of the survey, including targeted outreach to officers in various regions and ranks.
Finally, while the study includes a range of police officers, the views and experiences of those not engaged in armed policing units may differ, which could influence the findings. However, this will be addressed by analysing responses from officers with varied experiences to capture a more comprehensive view of the topic.

Conclusion 

This research methodology provides a solid framework for investigating the complex issue of routine arming of police officers in the UK. By combining both quantitative and qualitative methods, the study will offer a comprehensive analysis of trends and personal experiences, allowing for a multi-dimensional exploration of the topic. Ethical considerations and data analysis techniques are carefully designed to ensure the validity, reliability, and confidentiality of the research, making it a robust and insightful examination of the idea of routinely arming police officers in the UK.
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