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Encyclopaedia Report

Bibliotheca Technological: or, A Philological Library of Literary Arts and Sciences by Benjamine Martin.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Benjamin Martine, Bibliotheca Technological: or, A Philological Library of Literary Arts and Sciences, 2nd edn, (London: Printed for James Hodges, 1740). ] 

Title Page Details included:
Written in English, it gives details of other works published by the author, followed on next page by the books Title, author, that it was published for James Hodgeson at Looking-Glass on London Bridge in 1740 (printer is unknow), statement that this is a second edition of the book, and a brief context of what is included in the encyclopaedia.
It does not give any details as to weather the work was translated from one language to the next and neither does it have any engraving. However, this may be considered common practice for humanistic related works as Martine Davies describes how a, due to the call for radical changes in handwriting by renaissance humanists such as Petrarch, writing had become more well-spaced and long lined which was viewed as “chaste, not showy, harmonious not funny,” rather than artistic and full of illustrations, a trait which during the renaissance was mainly associated with humanistic writings to suggest its context, which we can still see to be influenced in later works such as this book.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Martine Davies, ‘Humanism in script and printing in the fifteenth century,’ in The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism, ed by Jill Kraye, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p.49.] 

Scope: According to the preface, the encyclopaedia was intended to include the comprehensive works of Trivium and Quadrivium art and science subjects all in one place in order to help develop one knowledge on the subject by having them all readily available to read within the book. It has been ordered into different chapters relevant to each subject listed in the context page that included page numbers. Allowing for the reader to easily navigate the subject they wish to search for and written what appears to be comprehensive and straight forward. It covers, to my understanding, all branches of these arts and sciences knowledge, from language and grammar to mythology and theology, as one would expect from such an encyclopaedia on arts and science.
     Benjamin Martine lived between 1704 to 1782 and was a lecturer a boarding school at Chichester, where he specialised in mathematics.[footnoteRef:3] At this point in history the humanistic changes to education would have been very well know at this point, and therefore it is not unreasonable to attain that English academic teaches may have been well educated themselves in the changes that came from the renaissance. [3:  John R. Millbury, ‘Benjamin Martin and the Royal Society,’ Notes and Records of the Royal Society of London, 25.1 (1973), 15-23 (p.15) < https://www.jstor.org/stable/531110>.] 

     His book was published for James Hodges in 1740 after the renaissance for James Hodges, which, according to Henry Plomer, was a bookseller in London at the Looking-Glass on London Bridge.[footnoteRef:4] A reflect of another humanistic renaissance influence on book manufacture as they monopolised the invasion of print to mass produce humanistic writings “which encouraged precise and systematic reference in a way not possible with manuscripts.”[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Henry R. Plomer, A Dictionary of the Booksellers and Printers Who Were at Work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1726 to 1775, (Oxford: The Bibiographical Sociery, 1923) p.127-128.]  [5: Martine Davies, ‘Humanism in script and printing in the fifteenth century,’ in The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism, ed by Jill Kraye, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p.55.] 
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