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‘It is impossible to effectively balance the needs of the economy, society and the environment in the contemporary world’ – Dicks (2020).
This statement although for the most part is not possible to truly answer, there are many points that agree with it due to the impossibility of having a sustainably balanced world. The Three pillars of sustainability are important to help create solutions, meaning that they are needed to find areas of improvement through strategically changing and developing within the market settings (Clune and Zehnder, 2018). With how people live in today’s world, the dependence on technology is known, in particular, how mobile devices have become one of the most ‘preferred choices for communication and internet access’, according to the Strategic Foresight Initiative (SFI, 2011).
But to be able to have these devices within everyone’s reach, there is need for of mining the materials to work. The mining industry throughout history has changed and adapted, from men using tools to dig in the dark by hand, to a modern technological era in which the companies and their workers use explosives, drills, and vans (General Kinematics, 2019). This allows miners to be able to mine more than 85% of the minerals and 98% of the metallic ores without having to create new shafts or endangering the lives of the workers due to the open cast mining. But although mining has been known to help create various discoveries and achievements throughout the history of society, but there were many more horrors that resulted in the sadness and the loss of many lives (General Kinematics, 2019).
When the UK coal industry was closing in 1985 it was after a year-long strike by the workers to battle the closures of the mining pits. At the time of the strike the industry had 171,000 employees spread across 170 different collieries and another 50,000 workers in various places that worked in offices. This then impacted the people and their lives, when after a decade, only 10% of the workers still had a job (Beatty et al., 2007).
Mining is known for being bad for a person’s health, according to Stewart (2019), who had looked at the various areas of society. When researching mining as a member of the Society of Environmental Geochemistry and Health, Stewart looked at the environmental and human health problems that were dangerous and caused by various problems such as sinkholes, deforestation, contamination and significant use of the world’s water sources, and the contamination of the nearest local areas (Stewart, 2019).
But from the perspective of a public health doctor, there were notes on exposure to neurotoxic metals such as arsenic, lead or mercury that could cause concerns within the growth of a foetus, or cognitive or behavioural problems in later childhood. The exposure to pathogens in the air such as tuberculosis. Coal miners were diagnosed with pneumoconiosis or asbestosis, according to Mandrioli et al. (2018) as cited in Stewarts, (2019).
The Rio Earth Summit of 1992 had been the beginning of Agenda 21, an unusual plan for sustainable development on a global scale, where nearly 220 governments had attended to promote sustainable development. In June 1997, it was reviewed that the goals set in Rio had not always been met and for suggestions to be made to adapt the actions for there were no forms of knowing indefinitely what was to be made a permanent change within the goals. With highlighted issues within the finance and technology, and consumption (United Nations, n.d.).
The Rio +20 conference took place in 2012, in which the Members of States had launched a plan to help develop a set of goals to meet present needs without compromising the ability od future generations in meeting their own needs, the goals were an ‘urgent call for action by all countries’ as a partnership for both the developed and the developing countries, by recognising that ending poverty along with making strategic actions to improve the health, education, while addressing the current state of climate change and working on keeping the  oceans and forests (United Nations Sustainable Development, (n.d.) and United Nations: Department of Economic and Social Affairs, (n.d.)).
But almost 30 years have passed since the Rio Summit and the natural worlds systems are still being used by humanity who continue to degrade it by relying on it too much for various materials. Howes (2017), states that he and his team have reviewed nearly 100 studies on how policies on sustainability have failed.
Since 1970; - 
· ‘Humanity’s ecological footprint has exceeded the Earth’s capacity and has risen to the point where 1.6 planets would be needed to provide resources sustainably.
· The biodiversity index has fallen by more than 50% as the populations of other species continue to decline.
· Greenhouse gas emissions that drive climate change have almost doubled while the impacts of climate change are becoming increasingly apparent.
· The world has lost more than 48% of tropical and sub-tropical forests.’ – Howes, (2017).
Howes, (2017) stated that there were no changes done on either side of the Rio Summit for 20 years. And that if these various points were to be tipped over the edge, the changes would be irreversible to the earth’s environment.
Kenneth Boulding – the renowned economist had once said: - “Anyone who believes that exponential growth can go on forever in a finite world is either a madman or an economist” – (Demaria, 2018). In this he had meant that the economists only care about taking the materials from the earth for financial gain, without thinking of the risks that come from not allowing any refractory periods to allow the earth time to ‘heal’ itself. 
Humanity has become dependent on technology to a point in which they rely on it too much to save the earth from climate change, only to cause more damage. For example, efficiency improvements are known for rebound effects, meaning that the ‘more efficient you are, the more you consume’ (Demaria, 2018).
Demaria (2018) and Carrington (2015), stated that 82% of the earths remaining fossil fuels reserves must be left alone in the earth, untouched, and not allow the temperature of the globe to rise more than 2˚C. Christophe McGlade at the University College London, has worked with detailed data well-established economic models on which of the cheapest fossil fuels to use first, and sell the rest around the world to be sold for a profit with strict limitations on how much is allowed (Carrington, 2015).
The relationship between development and the environment is evident in the interesting and controversial development, the HS2 rail link which describes itself as ‘Britain’s biggest environmental project’. In London it will mostly run underground in newly constructed tunnels.  However, in Warwickshire an area of ancient woodland is being removed. There is a legal situation with all mines on the route being exempt from the conveyance of the land unless expressly included (so no compensation payable) and then in West Yorkshire opponents have argued that the area’s coal mining legacy has not been considered, this in light of an eight metre crack appearing in the ground along the proposed route (BBC, 2020 (a)). 
A company by the name of High Speeds 2 (HS2) are behind an new railway connection to travel between london and the north of England – but in doing this they are cutting down the trees or that the “best strategy is to move the woodland soils to other places.” But experts have noted that there is no supporting evidence that this is a cover up – a ‘smokescreen’. A Miss McGregor whose family owns a part of the woodland in Warwickshire – where nearly 5 acres of it being cut down to make room for the railroad – is a part of the community where people would go to de-stress – which shows that it is good for not only the environment and the people’s health and well-being (BBC, 2020 (a)). 
The main elements of the woodland are being moved to a nearby field – with the full purpose of moving any specific creature wether animal or insect, or plants to keep conserving their growth/species. But it is impossible to truly know if the ecosystems will truly take these new additions due to the soils pH levels, the germination or even something as with some non-essential elements can cause the ground to become toxic to foreign organisms when the concentration levels were high (BBC, 2020 (a) and Gentili et al, 2018).
Ancient woodlands are irreplaceable habitats and vital biodiversity reservoirs that provide the environment its much-known look of being undisturbed, complex and diverseness (Gentili et al, 2018).
The soil is the most important factor for growth and in an ancient woodland, the soil is known for being of many layers that help allow certain plants and creatures to live and grow – that are not easily able to be recreated and that destroying the woods to build the HS2 railway would cause such an irreplaceable damage on the soil and it intricate networks of roots and vines that run through the entire woodland (Woodland Trust, 2016).
Anderson (2003), cited in the Woodland Trust (2016), describes translocating as: - 
“the process of moving soils with their vegetation and any animals that remain associated with them, in order to rescue habitats that would otherwise be lost due to some kind of development or extraction scheme.”
But this then causes a disturbance within the woodlands soil and may cause it to become an illogical place for the moved species to be able to grow (Woodland Trust, 2016).
In addition to how the HS2 rail line is affecting the ancient woodland, HS2 had planned to build through a known mining area in West Yorkshire, but after it was revealed that an 8 meter-long crack had appeared to open along where the original proposed path for the rail line – but the company have failed to realise what effects from the mines shafts from the past could have on the costs. But according to a member of the company, they had not planned to investigate of the areas they plan for the rail linen route through the northern half of England before construction. According to a Mr. Jonathan Pile – HS2 Ltd. ‘will just throw money at the problem’ when talking about how the Yorkshire coal mining industry had mined everywhere within the community – including underneath the housing – which had condemned many houses that had eventually been demolished in the 1980s and the 1990s (The Guardian, 2017).
Although it is impossible to live in an economically sustainable world there have been policies, charities and many other parties that promise to make the world into a sustainable place. The UK government (2019) have released a report of which talks of a plan on sustainability. The plan is to set out how we as the people are going to come together to deliver and achieve the initiatives that are a part of the environment plan – to clean up our planets growth rate strategy and the industrial strategy. The targets are of a difficult, but aspiring levels due to the countries current tactics of addressing the global sustainability issues, which include: - ‘reducing gas emissions, adapting to climate change, minimising waste and enhancing biodiversity.’ – UK Government, (2019).
The plan is to protect and restore the environments that were once mining areas – whilst helping to tackle the climate change. They believe that we will be able to achieve their initiatives by: 
‘developing specific departmental plans that:
· Define roles, responsibilities, and timescales for activities, and
· Set measurable departmental targets and specific actions for those teams achieving those targets.’ – UK Government, (2019).
But while these might be effective for a while not everyone might follow them and how would they truly know if the people are being more sustainable than before, or will what they do to be sustainable end up in vain when others will double their emissions of gas for work or simple  travel and double their carbon footprint? (UK Government, 2019).
With the vast amounts of oil being mined in the Middle East, coal in the United States of America, Australia and China as well as many other types of fossil fuels need to be left alone where they are in the ground to stop disastrous climate change (Carrington, 2015).
With how the world has become in these modern times it is not possible to effectively balance the needs of the economy, society and the environment, because of the effects that were and are caused by centuries of mining, burning of fossil fuels, disasters, and deforestations at the hands of humanity, that threatens society’s well-being through climate change (Dicks, 2020 and Le Page, 2019).
The world’s population is currently 7.8 billion as of the UN’s most recent estimation, according to the Worldometer (n.d.). With the population of the planet being of a considerable amount it has effected the environment through the levels of the consumptions of resources and the rising levels of waste production, pollution and toxins being released into the atmosphere (Australian Academy of Science (AAS), 2020).
In their sustainability plan the UK Government discuss objectives. They cite sustainability goals which link to people, places, resources, nature, climate change and minimising waste. The HS2 development goes across land where historic mining took place. Those against the rail scheme have argued that these Government objectives are not being met and appear to go against the aims of the sustainability plan which states that ‘protecting the environment from the effects of past mining activity’ is key (UK Government, 2020).   However, whether the line goes through past mining areas or decide to move an ancient woodland and destroying its history and meaning – the developers answer is to just keep throwing money at the problem (The Guardian, 2017; BBC, 2020 (a); BBC, 2020 (b)).
The HS2 line described as the biggest environmental project in Britain (BBC, 2020 (a)) will go through areas of ancient woodland.  This arguably is not adhering with the UK strategic sustainability goal ‘nature’ which calls for ‘minimising ecological damage and enhancing biodiversity’ (UK Government, 2019).  Countries including the UK are committed to sustainability and have agreed targets to protect the environment whilst encouraging economic development. However, the development of the HS2 appears to contradict this commitment to sustainability.  The HS2 development will cost an estimated £106 billion (BBC, 2020 (b)), but will the cost to the environment be greater and how will it really serve the economy in the long-term. Ironically, the Prime Minister Boris Johnson had been damning when he spoke about the railway and was quoted as saying that HS2 Ltd in creating the line has – ‘just wasted money. And the whole way it managed was hopeless’. But sadly, it is too late to stop the rail line from being done due to the work that has already been done to the ancient woodland in West Yorkshire (BBC, 2020 (a)).
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