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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:   X    
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME: 
Harri Morgan Ford
	STUDENT ID No.: 
2023855

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:


Organised Criminality, County Lines and associated public protection issues: The police response to a modern-day crisis and its effectiveness?

The purpose of my research activity is to gain a further understanding of organised criminality and its roles within the County Lines models as well as gaining a further understanding of how public protection issues can arise due to organised criminality and the county lines model.
I will also be focussing on child sexual exploitation (CSE) and where young persons are used to facilitate the criminality of the organised crime groups and they are role within the county lines model. 
I will be analysing the policing response to deterring and disrupting the county lines model and understanding the role of police in safeguarding vulnerable children and adults involved in organised criminality and the county lines model.
I believe that this is worthy research project given that the county lines model has become more prominent in recent years where it has expanded into smaller towns and villages exploiting the vulnerable members of the community for financial gain amongst other gains. I also believe that it is a worthy project as despite the best efforts from law enforcement the county lines model continues to grow and further methods of disruption are still being sought to tackle the problem.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

-To conduct a literature review of organised criminality, county lines and the associated public protection issues that arise.
-to conduct research and analyse the link between organised criminality and the county lines model.
-To understand the role of vulnerable adults and children in the county lines model and how criminal exploitation arises.
-To review how police disrupt and deter organised criminality and cross border county lines whilst looking at the methods they use?
-To understand how police and partner agencies can prevent vulnerable adults and children entering the county lines cycle and how they safeguard them.

-Make recommendations on how police and partner agencies can further disrupt and tackle organised criminality and county lines and make further recommendations of how vulnerable adults and children can be further safeguarded.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

For my research into my dissertation the literature use by myself will predominantly be from official sources such as government websites, national crime agency and local police force website too name a few as these will provide the most up to date information and data that will allow me to understand exactly what problems are faced and where they arise and how police and partner agencies are disrupting and deterring the criminality as well as safeguarding the victims and exploited vulnerable individuals of the criminality.

My research is not strictly limited to online websites, books and articles produced by official websites I will also look for material that will provide me with a view and context of the media and general public’s knowledge and views on criminality, county lines and the negative impacts that it has on their lives and the communities in which they reside.

Finally, I will look at an expert in the field I am researching in order to gain their views and opinions on the matter and investigation and similarities or differences between them and the rest of my research. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I intend to use numerous research methods to gain a greater understanding of the topic however the most prominent research method that I will utilise is the use of official government organisations website such as the home office, national crime agency and localise police websites that will be able to provide accurate, non-biased and reliable statistics and information on the matter in which I mam researching. These websites will also help me understand what types of methods are being used to tackle the issues and provide information about any challenges that are being faced that are proving difficult.
Another research method that I will be utilising is gathering data through conducting a survey from around 30 people to gather localised feedback and data in relation to the topics that I am researching and investigating. I will also look at other dissertations and documents produced on the topic too see what challenges have been identified and gain further information on the matter.
I will research what books have been written on the matter to see what information can be gleamed from these and from this I will be able to identify any relevant information that would support my studies. Finally, I will look at articles that have been created by the media to understand the general publics and the medias stance and knowledge of organised crime, county lines and the public protection issues associated with them.
I intend to use numerous other resources and research methods throughout the course of the investigation however lots of these will arise when I delve deeper into each subtopic that I will talk about and my knowledge on the matter increases.
I feel that the use of official sources such as articles, journals produced by police, NCA and governmental based organisations will best assist me in my research as it will allow me to be in possession of up-to-date information and data that is from non-biased sources as well as it will allow to identify any trends or increases in criminality and how It is being combated.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The sample who I will look to participate in my survey will be serving police officers as I believe that they will have the most realistic exposure to the topics that I am researching such as county lines and the vulnerable children and adults that are exploited because of it. Th questionnaire that I will be creating will be general but specific enough to gain a good understanding of their views and opinions of a topic that they will encounter in their line of work.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

At this current time, I can see no ethical issues that may arise and from completing the ethical form I have identified that no ethical issues should arise throughout the investigation into my research title.


	TIME SCALE:

My time scale for completion of my research and completion of the dissertation in its entirety is by August 2023 which will allow me approximately six months and I hope to divide this into 2 to 3 months of research into the topics and formulation of a writing plan and the remaining three to four months in the actual writing of the dissertation.
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