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To Jamie from the past,
The year is 2033 and I am writing from a time in which you have become a detective constable for The Metropolitan Police, after a successful yet hardworking 10 years of studying and progressing through the investigation career pathway.  My current role includes the conducting of serious and complex investigations that will follow all reasonable lines of enquiry to gather material to identify a suspect’s innocence or guilt.
In order to achieve this goal, you have developed an investigative mindset that allows the planning, understanding and examining of all gathered material such as victim and witness accounts (College of Policing, 2022).  A job in which I thank you for all your efforts in achieving, as it is just an aspiration for yourself.  Since graduating university, I have derived and strengthened a number of skills to succeed in this role.  I have excelled in communication by placing myself out of my comfort zone to adapt to new environments, as well as strengthening existing skills such as planning and observational thinking, my final year at university allowed me to become more effective at problem solving and quick decision making as I worked effortlessly on my dissertation.  All of which are skills required for the role of detective (Maples, 2021).  My studies at university gave me a great understanding of policing and criminology in which translates directly over to my job, as well as this, the writing of assignments allowed me to become a confident writer.  This is necessary as my job consists of writing comprehensive reports away from the action.  The reasoning for this is to maintain an audit trail for the entire case and to testify any findings at court (Indeed, 2023).  Having now graduated university, I can reflect on the life lessons learnt while studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  Critical thinking was heavily encouraged while studying and allowed me to transform my methods of thinking for the better, I also learned the importance of and the ability to be independent.  As well as this, my beliefs changed in that change isn’t necessary a bad thing, as a lot changes at university, of which it is important to embrace in order to succeed, this is because the ability to adapt to change is vital in life (Gammage, 2019).  I would like to remind you to keep up the hard work across your studies, as this plays a vital role in my success.  For example, in order to be a good detective, you need to have excellent communication skills, a strong ability to listen, be empathetic and tuned in to people’s reactions,  as well as the ability to break down a complex problem to prioritise investigations.  Make the most of the university and its services to develop yourself in these areas to become the best possible version of you (Joiningthepolice, 2023)
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