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 In  this essay it will be discussed the  following statement “ Civil legal aid has been allowed to fall in a state of decline that fails to meet its primary objective of delivering access to justice” ( Law Society, 2024). It will also be looked at what the the civil legal aid is, the changes made by the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012, and the impact of the changes made on the Civil legal aid.

First of all, civil legal aid is when the system helps to meet the costs of the legal advice (House of Commons Library, 2022), is also representative in courts and at the tribunal.  The civil legal aid is separate of criminal legal aid and are also examined in different terms depending on the eligibility (House of Commons Library, 2022). Civil legal aid is available in quite a few situations such as domestic violence, protecting of children, housing for examples if a home is at a risk or someone is homeless (House of Commons Library, 2022). In case that someone is not eligible for legal aid, a free advice might be able to get from the law centres network, or citizen advice( GOV.UK, year not listed). The criteria that must be met  by someone so that they can be eligible for a civil legal aid is that should be able to afford to pay for the legal cost and if the problem is serious( GOV.UK, year not listed). So  that someone could be in title of a civil legal aid has to be on a low income or to receive benefits, for example if the income is more than £2657 then the person will not be eligible for a legal aid(Inclusion London, 2018). Another criteria that someone could be eligible for an  legal aid is when they have a good change of wining the case(Inclusion London, 2018).

The court has a crucial role in maintaining democratic ideals and ensuring that government activities are legitimate, as demonstrated by the Supreme Court's ruling in 2019 during the judicial review of the prorogation of Parliament, which was declared unlawful(Supreme Court, 2019).The term "civil legal aid" describes financial support given by the government to help people pay for legal services in civil cases(Legal Aid Agency, 2024). Persons must fulfill the following requirements in order to be eligible for civil legal aid: means test, merits test, and scope of coverage(Legal Aid Agency, 2024).The applicant's income and asset levels are evaluated as part of the means test(Legal Aid Agency, 2024). If the applicant's financial resources fall short of a certain level, it is determined by the means test(Legal Aid Agency, 2024). For instance, according to current guidelines, those who have assets under £8,000 and a monthly income under £733 may be eligible for legal assistance (Legal Aid Agency, 2024). When a case has important legal problems and a realistic prospect of victory, it is evaluated using the merits test. According to Genn (2012), the merits test makes sure that cases with significant legal challenges and a fair chance of victory receive legal aid.
These cases deal with a variety of topics, such as immigration, housing, and family conflicts (Legal Aid Agency, 2024). Ensuring that those who cannot afford legal representation still can access the court system is the main goal of civil legal assistance (Genn, 2012).
In the past, civil legal assistance addressed a wide variety of topics (House of Commons Library, 2014). The size and scope has, however, been limited recently (House of Commons Library, 2014). Legal aid is currently restricted to particular sectors, such as child protection, domestic abuse, and specified areas of housing law, as a result of the LASPO Act 2012 (House of Commons Library, 2014).


Narrowing the scope of civil legal assistance was one of the most significant adjustments(Bancroft, 2015). Legal assistance was accessible for a variety of civil cases before LASPO, such as disputes over welfare benefits and personal injury claims(Bancroft, 2015).
Funding was restricted under LASPO to specific case types, with a primary focus on instances requiring child protection, domestic abuse, and housing concerns (Bancroft, 2015).
ADR procedures like mediation were promoted by LASPO as an alternative to judicial proceedings. The goal was to encourage less combative conflict resolution techniques and lessen the load on the legal system (Genn, 2012). ADR can be useful, but in order to fully participate in the mediation process, people must have access to competent defense advisers (Moore, 2016).
The gaps in civil legal assistance have disproportionately impacted vulnerable populations(Bancroft, 2015). For example, victims of domestic abuse frequently deal with complicated legal and psychological issues that need for expert assistance (Bancroft, 2015). These people may find themselves in dangerous situations as a result of the LASPO regulations that have made it more difficult for them to obtain legal aid (Bancroft, 2015).
Similar to this, people from marginalized communities and those with disabilities could find it difficult to access the legal system on their own without sufficient assistance (House of Commons Library, 2014). The restraint of legal aid programs has intensified which was before differences and complicated the pursuit of justice for disadvantaged populations (Moore, 2016).


A number of measures are proposed to address the drop in civil legal assistance and its consequences: Extension of Purview, Review of Means Testing, Boosting of Legal Advice Service Funding, and Strengthened Assistance for Alternative Dispute Resolution. The first is scope extension; restoring financing for a wider variety of civil cases might guarantee that more people obtain the necessary legal assistance (Legal Action Group, 2020). This entails removing needless limitations and reviewing the kind of situations that qualify for legal assistance (Legal Action Group, 2020). The existing inequalities in access to justice might be addressed by extending the reach of legal aid to cover social benefits disputes, personal injury claims, and other crucial areas (Bancroft, 2015).
More people might be eligible for legal aid if the eligibility requirements for financial assistance are changed. This might entail adjusting the means test standards to reflect the state of the economy and standard of living today (House of Commons Library, 2020). A more inclusive means test would guarantee access to essential legal assistance for those who are having financial difficulties but are not in need of it (Legal Action Group, 2020).
To fill in gaps left by LASPO, more funding for legal aid and advice services could be provided. In order to successfully navigate the legal system, it would guarantee that people have access to initial legal advice and support (Moore, 2016). Moreover, engagement initiatives to inform the public about the availability of legal services could be strengthened by increased funding (Legal Action Group, 2020).
ADR is a useful tool, but it needs to be used in combination with enough legal representation to guarantee that people are aware of all of their rights and options. Legal representatives especially with regard to ADR procedures should have funding, and those in need should be able to afford mediation services (Genn, 2012).

The evidence supports the claim that civil legal aid has started to deteriorate to the point where it is no longer able to fulfill its main goal of providing access to justice. The scope of legal aid has been greatly limited by the LASPO changes, which have also created barriers to access, especially for vulnerable people. Comprehensive reforms are required to bring civil legal aid back to its former level of effectiveness and to guarantee that it fulfills its central purpose of offerings access to the legal system. To address the current problems and improve access to justice for all, it is imperative to expand the scope of legal aid, reevaluate means testing, increase funding for legal services, and improve support for alternative dispute resolution (ADR).
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