

Terrorism - Analyse the use of the term terrorism. 






















Lily Turner 
1900649 
Policing Terrorism 
Wynne Jones 
19th February 2021




Today in the 21st century, unfortunately the term terrorism is known in every country all over the world by the majority of people. The word terrorism was first introduced in the 1790s in the course of the French Revolutions where terror played a vital part of the mass execution by the Jacobin party (Jenkins, 1998). Although individuals have their own thoughts and ideas of what terrorism means, there is currently no actual global agreed definition that exists which defines the word terrorism. However, in 2000 the UK government introduced the Terrorism Act 2000 which was developed to improve the current counter-terrorism legislation which will enable the government and public services to expand and strength their powers when dealing with terrorism (Allan, Wade, 2020).
 The UK government defined a terrorist act as a use or threat of action to control and dominate the government, government organisation and the British public and influence the political, religious and ideological views. Alongside this they state that using violence and aggression towards persons or property and threatening behaviour which could cause serious injury or death to a person (UK Government, 2000). Throughout the world there a number of different individual definitions of terrorism by experts and specialists in this field, often depending on which country they are from and the year the definition has been written. Within these definitions, the concept of the word terrorism is generally linked by similar content of violence and political views (Laqaeur, 2001).  A leading expert defines terrorism as “deliberately and violently targeting civilians for political purposes. If there is no political aim it is simply a crime and if there is no violence it is not terrorism” (Richardson, 2006). 
                Over the years there has been controversial debate and discussion about how the term terrorism is defended and what constitutes terrorism within different political parties. As the world consists of many extreme terrorist groups with different beliefs, structures, motives and actions, because of this it is believed by many that terrorist psychology should not be studied as an individual psychology but as a variety of different types of psychologies (Post, 2001).  Although terrorism can be defined in many different ways, the impact of terrorism on people’s lives is generally alike as the human rights of people’s lives can be destroyed by losing their freedom and living in an environment of fear and intimidation due to the undermining of governments and the breakdown of the rule of the law in society. Alongside this lives can be devastated by kidnapping, robbery, death or serious injury due to attacks of violence and threats to innocent people. All this has a massive impact on the international peace and security of many countries in the world (Office of the United Nations, 2008). 
              Throughout the world there have been many devastating incidents which have involved mass killings and serious injuries which has caused confusion and uncertainty as to whether these should be classed as a terrorist attack. This is largely due to the non-existent world-wide definition of the actual term terrorism. An example of this is the mass shooting at a music festival in Las Vegas where a man killed 59 people and injured 527 which was known as one of the most fatal mass shootings in America. American officials dealing with the incident held back from labelling this as a terrorist attack as it caused dispute over the definition of what constitutes a terrorist attack as this attack was not related to political or religious issues (Lazreg, 2017). Clearly terrorism is more than just the violent attacks that cause death and serious injury as each indiviual case has to include key critical criteria in a number of different areas such as religion, politics and ideology (Hunter et al, 2020). 
            One of the most active leading terrorist groups around the world today is Isis (Islamic state of Iraq and Syria) a group which formed out of al-Qaeda after the US invasion in the early 2000s. The leader of this group began with a Jordanian Jihadi Abu Musab al-Zarqawi with his own dark beliefs and ideas of creating a war between Sunnis and Shiites to create a caliphate (Hassan, 2018). In 2006 al-Zarqawi was killed by American airstrikes which allowed the US army to work with the Sunni tribes until 2011 where the American government formed an agreement with the Baghdad government to allow the Iraqi security forces to include members of the Sunni tribes. However, from 2012 to 2017 the Baghdad government went back on their agreement which instead saw thousands of Sunni tribe members imprisoned which led to the reestablishment of Isis organization led by Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi. (Hamasaeed, Nada, 2020). Unlike other terrorist groups Isis not only wants power over a single state, but they also want to gain control of the Islamic world and form a caliphate where they will rule with shari’a Law (Moyar, Mansoor, Ibrahim, 2016, pg.2). During this time the Islamic group seized territory over large parts of Iraq and Syria and in 2014 proclaimed a caliphate. Capturing many areas of Iraq and Syria enabled Isis to take over major oil fields which it is believed that they sold on the black market and made up to 3 million dollars each day (Green, Thompson, 2016). Throughout the caliphate it is estimated that up until 2017 the group had killed 24,000 thousand people during terrorist attacks in a bid to rule and take over territory throughout Iraq and Syria. At the height of the caliphate in 2014 the Islamic group had gained 100,000 square kilometres of territory and took control of millions of people’s lives (MaCarthy, 2019).  Recognising the massacre by Isis of thousands of innocent people in Iraq, this led to the start of US president Barack Obama agreeing to airstrikes over Iraq to seize control of territories in Iraq. Within the first year the US were believed to have carried out over 8,000 airstrikes in Iraq and Syria (Fox, 2019). Over the next few years, many other countries such as the UK, France, Belgium and Canada joined the US and formed an international coalition where military forces were successfully brought in to take control over the territory Isis have claimed (Sabbagh, 2020). In December 2017 due to the coalition, it was reported that Isis had lost 95% of its territory in Iraq and Syria (Fox, 2019).
          In response to the airstrikes and the loss of territory, the Islamic state group continued to carry out vicious and violent terrorist attacks throughout not only Iraq and Syria but many countries across the world. Data analysed by the BBC states that ISIS have continued to operate and have carried out over 3,500 attacks. (Al-Lami, 2019). In the year of 2017 the UK alone was targeted by the Islamic Group Isis where 4 separate attacks took place and all certified as terrorist attacks by the UK government.  One of places targeted by the group was Westminster bridge in London where on the 22nd March 2017 Khalid Massod mounted the pavement in a hired car driving up to 76mph and tragically killed 5 innocent people and injured another 50. Massod tried to flee the scene but was shot and killed by the police (BBC News, 2017). Immediately after the attack Isis declared they were responsible for the attack and claimed that Massod was a soldier of the Islamic State. Although Isis claimed to be responsible it doesn’t necessarily mean they took part in the planning of the attack as the attacker only had to have the same ideological and religious beliefs in order for the group to announce they were liable. It is suggested by news agency Amaq that this attack on the UK government was in retaliation to the UK joining the US coalition which has been successful in removing territory from Isis in Iraq and Syria. In doing this Isis can raise their stature and build on their profile and gain support as they have lost in Iraq and Syria (Solomon, 2017). In the aftermath of the attack 12 people linked to Masood were arrested and detained under the Terrorism Act 2000 by the counter terrorism policing squad and a full investigation took place which resulted in the 12 people being released without charge (Hill, 2018). A full report on the use of terrorism legislation on the Westminster bridge terrorist attack was produced to provide evidence and explanation as to why this was deemed as a terrorist attack. 
              Within 3 months of this atrocious attack, Isis again targeted the UK and carried out one of the most deadly terrorist attacks the uk had seen since the 2005 London bombings. On May 22nd a suicide bomber Salmna Abedi detonated a nail bomb in an Ariana Grande concert in Manchester killing himself, 22 innocent people and seriously injuring over 50, many of these victims were young children and teenagers (BBC NEWS, 2017). It is reported by terrorist analyst Michael S.Smith that Isis claiming responsibility for this attack was believable and suggests that the motive behind this vicious and cruel attack was a punishment for the airstrike attacks which has killed and injured innocent civilians in Iraq and Syria (Woolf, Hackel, 2017). On the night of the attack Salmna Abedi was alone in attacking and killing himself and the victims however after the follow up investigation the counter terrorism division arrested his brother Hasham Abedi for his involvement in the planning of the horrific attack. On the 3rd of February at the Old Bailey, he was prosecuted and jailed for 55 years for his participation in this terrorist act by the counter terrorism division (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). Although Hasham Abedi wasn’t directly responsible for implementing the attack, his involvement in the acquiring of the chemicals and elements to create the nail bomb which was used in the attack had his fingerprints on (Hamilton, 2020). As Isis claimed the attack, the British Government considered this act of terror to be deemed a terrorist attack and there was sufficient evidence for him to be charged under the Terrorism Act 2006. The terrorism act states: 
“A person commits an offence if he engages in conduct and at the time he does so, he intends on effect of his conduct to be a direct or indirect encouragement or other inducements to the commission preparation or instigation of acts of terrorism or he intends an effect of the conduct to be provision of assistance in the commission or preparation of such acts of terror” (UK Government, 2006). 
          Although the UK Government consider this attack to be a terrorist attack, from a different perspective it is believed by some that there was justification for this attack on the British people. Shamima Begum, a British born young woman who moved to Syria and became a member of the Islamic Group, argues that innocent people in Britain are only being killed in retaliation for the women and children who have been murdered by the airstrikes in Syria and Iraq (Dearden, 2019). 
          Around the world Isis are labelled as a terrorist group, not only because of their use of intimidation and terror but due to a number of different factors including political motivation, targeting civilians, displaying religious beliefs and portraying harm and fear towards innocent people (Stuurman, 2019). Over the years due to the heightened number of attacks throughout the world, the term terrorism has been controversially debated by specialist in the field of extremists. Leading researcher Ajit Mann suggests that: 
“The term terrorist organization offers little insight and limits our understanding and approach. ISIS is an insurgent organization using terrorism as a tactic. While ISIS certainly employs terrorism as a tactic, and the label is one that de-legitimizes an opponent, the label also obscures the facts. To call it a terrorist organization is to mislabel it” (Mann, 2015). In 2015 president of the United States Barack Obama, made a public statement claiming that Isis is a terrorist organization, pure and simple. This bold belief is challenged by a University Professor who believes that this description of Isis is not correct as even though they use terrorism as a tactic this group have a different structure and ideology to other terrorist groups. Unlike other groups Isis financially supports itself and it’s 30,000 members who have successfully gained control of a large amount of territory in Iraq and Syria. Isis is portrayed as a pseudo state and this is the reason that new counter terrorism strategies need to be used in order to fight against Isis as current strategies will not be successful in defeating the Islamic group (Cronin, 2015).
         It is clear that terrorism has been present for decades world-wide and it is suggested that this will continue for many years to come. The term terrorism is very broad and complex and still remains a contested term throughout the nations. Numerous studies have been carried out to identify the key principles of the framework of terrorism, these consist of acts of terrorism of crime, communication, politics, religious crusade and warfare (Schmid, 2011). Each individual country will have produced their own independent terrorism act which outlines the law on terrorism and how it is approached within that specific country. In the UK, the government have produced a document entitled proscribed terrorist organisation which includes a list of 76 international terrorist organisations who are believed to have either conducted acts of terror, planned for terror, endorse the acts of terrorism and shows connect and interest in the acts of terrorism. Isis is included in this document which indicates that the UK government believes that Isis is a terrorist group (Home Office, 2013). As part of a global fight against terrorism the United Nations has produced an international legal framework for countries to work collaboratively to achieve peace, justice, freedom and liberality (Smith, 2017). Bringing nations together and sharing successful strategies and ideas will hopefully help eliminate future terrorist attacks. The United Nations states: “The package of counter terrorism measures that they now impose on its 191 member states constitutes a strong, solid and reasonable bulwark. These are a critical point of reference when confronting one of the most serious and visible threats to the security of mankind and the dawn of the twenty-first century” (Ruperez, 2017).
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