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Introduction 
This report will look at peoples’ awareness of climate change and their attitude and behaviour towards it. Many people will be aware of climate change, especially with it being a hot topic of conversation during 2019. Extinction Rebellion and Greta Thunberg took over the media and demanded that governments across the globe declare a climate and ecological emergency (BBC News, 2019). Pugliese (2009) states that a majority of adults around the world have some form of knowledge on climate change, however, this study aims to explore whether people take action on this. Pro-environmental behaviour is when an individual make choices in daily life that contribute to environmental sustainability (Ones, et al 2015). For example, would one prioritise climate change policies when voting for government elections or even simple behaviours such as recycling. Ones, et al (2015) discuss that pro-environmental behaviour is a personal choice; it is something an individual has to practice in daily life. Steg et al (2009) states that changes in behaviour are fundamental to overall environmental sustainability and if we are to combat climate change we cannot keep living the way we are. For this study the participants selected were aged 18 to 65+, this is to find out if there is still the stigma that older generations do not see climate change as an issue, or if they do then they believe it will only affect younger generations. 

Procedure 

This report will use a quantitative approach. Madrigal et al (2012) states that quantitative research methods deals with numbers and the data is measurable. The data can be analysed statistically and from this can be produced trends in the data. This will be helpful for this study as it can produce multiple regression correlations, such as what differences can be found within different age groups. Research-methodolgy (2019) states that a quantitative approach is easier to find comparisons of findings, as the questionnaires have closed-ended questions and can be put into a numerical format. Google forms was used to create the questionnaire, as it was simple to use. A link was sent out to a range of people that have different backgrounds within the age range of 18 to 65+. All these people were known to the researcher, and the response rate was very fast.  All questions in the survey were designed to see what gender and age they were and what the participants’ response was to their attitude on climate change and their own behaviour. These were structured questions and the participants had to choose one answer out of the options (Conjointly.com., 2020). The software used to collect data for analysis is a mix of Google forms and SPSS, the reason for this is Google forms provides pie charts of the responses for each question which are easy to understand, although this only provides data for each question and the data cannot be compared. SPSS was used to collate the data for cross-tabulation. This is presented in the data findings.  





Data presentations and findings

When choosing participants for this study, the link was sent out to a mix of genders so as to obtain equal results. As the responses started to come in, it was found that more males were responding to the questionnaire. The link was then sent out to more females, however, when it was capped at 20 respondents it was apparent that the results had gone the other way and more females responded to the questionnaire. This then altered the overall data as the study was no longer equal and therefore the question of whether gender affected the awareness in attitude and behaviour towards climate change could not be answered.
[image: ]

The next data finding is also biased at there was not an equal amount of participants for each age range. 55% of participants who answered the questionnaire were aged 25-35, this is because the link was sent out to people who were familiar to the researcher. However, there were participants that fitted into all age categories. 
[image: ]

[image: ]When looking at the question ‘Where do you hear most about climate change?’ It was apparent that 55% of participants found social media to be the most informative. The news was the second largest source that participants found to be the most informative.  
In SPSS crosstabulation it shows interesting data as it was thought that maybe the older generation would choose the answer ‘ climate change is a concern, but only for future generations’ however, only two participant,s aged 25-34 picked this answer. This went against what was thought by the researcher, as climate change will be likely to affect this very age group as they are the future generations. All participants found climate change to be an issue and that they were concerned.
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In regards to the participants’ overall attitude on climate change it was found that everyone had some degree of concern towards climate change. A factor of climate change is the temperature of the earth rising. No participants disagreed with this statement and 90% of participants agreed that this was due to human causes.  
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When looking at pro-environmental behaviour a question was asked if participants who voted in the current 2019 UK election based their vote on environmental policies. This question gave interesting results. 30% of participants did not vote so they cannot be included in this next data finding.
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When discussing the crosstabulation of age in regards to this question it was found that a majority of participants aged 24-35 either based their vote on environmental policies or they took it into consideration. Participants aged 45+ all voted and 2 of these participants thought that other policies were more important. If this study were to go into more depth it would have been interesting to find out what policies they thought were more important and why.
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In regards to whether participants were aware that plastic goods are a contributing factor to climate change, they all agreed with this statement and said that they made a conscious effort to reduce their use in plastic. 
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[image: ]When asking the question about carbon footprint it was thought that the older generations would like to reduce their carbon footprint, but would not know how; however, this crosstabulation shows that 5 participants ages 18-34 would like to reduce their carbon footprint but did not know how. This goes against the stigma that older generations are not concerned about the environment. This could be due to the fact that younger generations are possibly not taking the initiative to study this in their own time and it could be useful for schools to teach this as a study topic. 




Overall 70% of participants agreed that they would pay some form of environmental tax and it would help them think about alternatives that would be less harmful towards climate change. However, three participants aged 25-34 disagreed with this statement. If a further study was to be carried out it would be interesting to find out why this is so. Three participants also stated that they would pay tax on items, but not on travel. 
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The last question that was asked is a very current topic. This study has been carried out during a global pandemic, with a coronavirus called COVID-19 affecting the whole world. It is a troubling time for everyone and people are having a complete lifestyle change. The question asked was, ‘Regarding the overall impact on humanity, are you more concerned about coronavirus or climate change?’. Even though COVID-19 is extremely harmful the question was asked to find out if climate change is still concerning the participants. 75% of the participants stated that in regards to the overall impact of humanity climate change was more concerning. 


[image: ]


One participant stated that they did not know in regards to this question. Four participants aged 25-54 stated coronavirus. 
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Conclusion 

Overall this study proves that every participant had a positive attitude in regards to climate change, this is key if there is to be an improvement in pro-environmental behaviour. If this study could be carried out again then more questions that relate to pro-environmental behaviour would have been added, this would be to find out what lifestyle changes have been made that would have a positive impact on climate change. 

This study shows that the perception about younger generations caring more about climate change and stating that older generations need to do more in regards to helping the planet has been proven wrong and in many ways this can be seen as ageism (Karpf 2020). If this study was given to a larger range of ages then it would be a more accurate study, but from these findings it in fact shows that actually the younger generations could in fact be doing more to help the planet. However, if there is to be a dramatic effect on the improvement in climate change then all ages must work together. 

When reflecting on this study I found the language used in data methods and quantitative research methods unfamiliar and extremely hard to understand. I feel I did not include enough research methods and references in this study. I did not use mode, median and mean as I did not know how to fit them into this study, and if I were to do it again I would try and have more of an understanding. I also found the software SPSS very hard to understand, therefore I only used crosstabulation, as it was the only function I understood. I feel if I could have continued to attend university and be able to have a more thorough one to one lesson with this software then I would have had more of an understanding. However, due this current global pandemic I felt I worked to the best of my ability. 
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