The Surrender of Granada
Slide 1- Intro
I am going to be focusing specifically on Francisco Pradilla Ortiz’s painting, La Rendición de Granada- the Surrender of Granada and how it correlates to the history and significance of the Spanish Empire. Ortiz’s painting highlights a dramatic change in Spain’s history and the start of Spanish imperialism in the 15th century. As an international development and global politics student, I am interested in the political and religious motivations behind the start of the Spanish colonialism in 1492.
Slide 2- Definition of Colonialism
Many academic definitions of colonialism have been framed within the context of Early Modern to Modern history. The scholars, Patrick Ziltener and Daniel Künzler, define colonialism as having a strong interference in internal affairs or direct rule and see ‘political domination as crucial: without a significant reduction of the level of political sovereignty, we would not speak of colonialism’ (Ziltener,2013,p.292) The German theologian and scholar, Rieger, argues ‘that Christianity’s progress owed so much to the politics of empire and was so inextricably related to it that it became simply another function of empire’ (Rieger,2015, p.254) In my opinion, there is a direct link between colonialism and religious and political intentions. Ziltener, Künzler and Rieger show the importance of this area of study and the impact that colonialism had on politics and religion. 
Slide 3- Context of painter 
Francisco Pradilla Ortiz painted la Rendición de Granada. Ortiz was born in the capital of northeastern Spain’s Aragon region, Zaragoza and studied at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts of San Fernando in Madrid. His previous painting of ‘Doña Juana la Loca’ in 1877 gained him much recognition and he was then commissioned by the Spanish senate to paint, La Rendición de Granada- the surrender of Granada in 1879. It took him three years to complete the historical piece of artwork.  
Slide 4- Painting- what it is depicting 
The left figure in the painting is Abdallah Muhammad the 12th, the last Nasrid ruler of Granada who is shown to be handing over the keys to the kingdom of Granada to Queen Isabella I of Castile and King Ferdinand II of Aragon on 2nd January 1492. Interestingly, Ortiz was Castilian, which has allowed some art scholars such as, Micah Christensen, to argue that Ortiz’s heritage is why Queen Isabella is positioned at the front of the painting on a white horse when King Ferdinand is set further back, which creates the effect of him looking smaller than Queen Isabella does. This prominent depiction of the fall of Granada shows the start of Spanish expansionism and the end of the centuries long Reconquista which is why this painting by Ortiz is so significant in relation to the history of Empire.
Slide 5- Political context
To understand fully the prominence and influence ‘La Rendición de Granada’ had in highlighting the start of the Spanish Empire, you have to delve into both the political and religious sphere of the historical time.  As Rieger states in his book, Religious Compass, ‘the separation of religion and empire, or more generally of religion and politics, makes little sense in a situation…even clear-cut conventional disciplinary distinctions of the two categories must be called into question’ (Rieger, 2015, p.225) Firstly I am going to explore the political motivations behind the fall of Granada and how they shaped the start of the Spanish empire. 
Slide 6- 1 Effect of surrender- politics
‘In the 8th century, Muslims sailed from North Africa and took control of what is now Portugal and Spain. Known in Arabic as al-Andalus, the region joined the expanding Umayyad Empire and prospered under Muslim rule’ (Aljazeera, 2020).
The Islamic historian and scholar, Firas AlKhateeb, argues in his article, before the 11th century, ‘a strong, united Umayyad caliphate ruled the land and was by far the most advanced and stable society in Europe’. However, in the 11th century a political change arose. The Umayyad caliphate broke up and divided into numerous small states called taifas. Taifas were the independent Muslim principalities of the Iberian Peninsula, referred to by Muslims as al-Andalus that emerged from the decline and fall of the Umayyad Empire between 1009 and 1031. This allowed taifas to be susceptible to invasion Christian kingdoms in the north and between the 11th and 13th centuries, the Muslim major cities of Cordoba, Seville, and Toledo fell to Christian kingdoms invading from the north. 
[bookmark: _Hlk62774748]This is politically momentous because by the year 1240, Granada was the only taifas remaining. After the fall of Cordoba in 1236, the rulers of the Emirate of Granada signed a special agreement with the Kingdom of Castile and agreed to become a tributary state to Castile. A tributary state is a pre-modern state in subordinate relationship to a more powerful state, which involved the sending of a regular token of submission, or tribute, to the superior power. This allowed Granada to remain independent, but in exchange for not being invaded by Castile, they had to pay a yearly sum (usually in gold) to the Castilian monarchy. By this, it created a disadvantageous position for Granada because their yearly sum of payment strengthened the Castilian state. Therefore, this expresses the view that the capture of Granada transpired because of Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand’s political motivations and then makes Ortiz’s depiction of La Rendición de Granada relevant to Spanish colonialism. 
Slide 7- 2 Effect of surrender-politics
Another political reason behind the conquest of Granada was the marriage of King Ferdinand of Aragon and Queen Isabella of Castile, which occurred in 1469, which AlKhateeb argues. When they married, the Castile and Aragon kingdoms became united. At this time, they were the two most powerful Christian kingdoms of the Iberian Peninsula. Due to Castile and Aragon being united, it allowed them to combine their power to pursue the removal of the last Muslim state from the peninsula, Granada. This shows how much political desire the new united Spain had in being a colonial force in the world. 
Slide 8- 3 Effect of surrender-politics
Additionally, AlKhateeb argues that the Granada war between the new Kingdom of Spain and Granada in 1482-1491 had political implications in relation to the Spanish empire and caused political disruption. The Muslim leaders and governors were constantly at odds and scheming against each other. In 1483, the sultan’s son, Muhammad the 12th went against his father and trigged a civil war inside Granada which happened to coincide with the Spanish forces attacking. King Ferdinand used the civil war to the Spanish advantage because by him supporting Muhammad the 12th it enabled the Spanish to weaken Granada as a whole. This misleading alliance has relevance and prominence since this co-operation between Muhammad the 12th and King Ferdinand, gave Muhammad the 12th a false sense of security that he could still rule Granada and it remain independent to some extent. Consequently, Muhammad the 12th then handing over the keys to Granada to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella symbolised the end of the 780 years of Muslim rule and control in Al-Andalus, completely shifting the political sphere of Spain. The altering of the political domain of Spain is important because the fall of Granada started the Spanish’s colonial journey. Hence, Ortiz’s portrayal of the surrender of Granada has prominence in Spanish imperial history. 
Slide 9- Religious context
Religious influences and motivations also contributed to the fall of Granada making the exploration of the religious motives behind the start of Spanish colonialism coherent. The historian and scholar, Anton Stjepan Cebalo states in his article that, ‘before creating conflict, presumably war, it is essential to have academic backing beforehand to hold popular support’ even though Spain had ‘an autocratic monarchy, an ideology was necessary to justify Spain’s colonial ventures. The Catholic Church proved to be a viable outlet’. Spanish colonies and Catholicism are closely linked as most colonies they conquered were sought to comply with Catholicism.
Slide 10- 1 Effect of surrender-religious
Previously, in 1453, Constantinople had fallen into the hands of the Ottoman Empire. Constantinople was the capital of the Byzantium Empire, which was Christian. The fall of Constantinople was viewed as a major blow to Christendom. The effect of this was that is rekindled the crusading spirit throughout Europe. Queen Isabella responded in Castile to the call of expansionism and colonialism by taking Gibraltar from Granada in 1462. The author, Matthew Carr argues that Queen Isabella was ‘fanatically religious’ in his book, Blood and Faith: the purging of Muslim Spain, and by 1486, Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand fully embraced the crusading spirit and used religion as a way to justify their actions. In 1486, they both went on pilgrimage to Santiago because they wanted to seek divine help in uniting their land under the Roman Catholic Church. This shows the start of religious intent being incorporated into the Spanish inquisition and highlights their plans, which would later be put in action in Granada. 
Slide 11- 2 Effect of surrender-religious
From the 2nd of January 1492, the kingdom of Granada belonged to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, which changed the religion in Granada to Catholicism. Carr argues that the Archbishop of Granada, Francisco Jiménez de Cisneros was, ‘a man of great personal piety, whose religious zeal was infused with a ruthlessness and inflexibility that did not lend itself to compromise’ (p. 73) This impacted the Spanish empire severely because this religious transformation effected and impacted Spain’s future colonial pursuits as well as Granada. 
On the 31st of March 1492, the Alhambra Decree came into fruition. The Alhambra Decree expelled all Jews from Spain unless they would convert to Roman Catholicism. By the 31st of July 40,000–200,000 Jews were expelled from Spain. For the Muslim community, being obliged to convert to Catholicism only applied to the lands of Castile. Muslims in Aragon could practice their religion until 1521 when they were forced to convert. This had repercussions in 1565 when the ‘Archbishop of Granada, urged by the Pope, set about implementing a whole series of anti-Muslim regulations’ states Carr. This demonstrates the effect the fall of Granada had in the realm of religion, making Oritz’s painting significant to the history of the Spanish empire.  
Slide 12- 3 Effect of surrender- religious
Furthermore, in 1494, Pope Alexander the 6th officially bestowed the title of “Catholic King and Queen” on Ferdinand and Isabella, in recognition of their defence of the Catholic faith within their realms. This bestowment shows the Church directly supporting the Spanish colonialism journey and even though the Church supported colonialism for different reasons as Cebalo argues, one ‘wanted to reap profit and the other wanted to expand its mode of theological thinking’, the Church ‘throughout the Spanish Empire, worked alongside colonial interests’. This allows the view that religious motivations affected the Spanish empire heavily and that the fall of Granada was just a start of what was to come. Thus, making Ortiz’s representation of the La Rendición de Granada significant to Spanish history in relation to empire and colonialism. 
Slide 13- Conclusion 
To conclude, Ortiz’s painting, La Rendición de Granada- the Surrender of Granada correlates to the history and significance of the Spanish Empire because it captures a historical event that radically adjusted the political and religious overtures of the century and developed Spain into a colonial force. AlKhateeb’s argument draw attention to the influence of politics had on the fall of Granada and the effect of that. Being, the Spanish then drew form their political experience of Granada in their future colonial quests. Cebalo and Carr’s argument reveal religion’s position in shaping colonial conquests not just in Granada but also a way to justify imperial invasions. Overall, I have really enjoyed exploring and researching how Ortiz’s painting of the surrender of Granada has highlighted the political and religious motivation of the Spanish empire in the 15th century. 
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