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[bookmark: _Toc142394289]The English and Welsh Justice System
English and Welsh law follows the common law heritage and is separate from the executive and legislative departments. It covers both criminal and civil cases, guaranteeing equality before the law and equal access to the courts. Some salient elements of the legal systems of England and Wales are outlined here.
Courts: The courthouse has numerous levels. Magistrates' Courts sit at the bottom of the judicial hierarchy and hear the most minor of criminal matters (Davies et al., 2005). While the High Court hears the most complicated legal matters, the Crown Court handles the most severe criminal offences.
Jury System: Crown Court cases typically include a 12-person jury deliberating whether or not the accused is guilty based on evidence given during the trial.
Legal Aid: Legal aid financing ensures that anyone who need it, regardless of their financial situation, may obtain government assistance to meet legal fees.
Sentencing Guidelines: When deciding on a sentence for a guilty criminal, judges use guidelines to guarantee uniformity among comparable situations, taking into account criteria such as the severity of the offence, any mitigating or aggravating circumstances, any prior convictions, and any other relevant information.
Judicial Independence: Appointing judges on the basis of merit via a nonpartisan process helps to ensure that the judiciary is free from political meddling (Hostettler, 2009).
Alternative Dispute Resolution: Alternative dispute resolution (ADR) techniques, such as mediation and arbitration, provide an alternative to the conventional court system by facilitating the negotiation of a settlement between the disputing parties.
[bookmark: _Toc142394290]The Structure of the Justice System
England and Wales have a well-respected legal system that has developed a unique structure over the course of centuries. begin to have a look at the main parts.
Legislation: The Parliament of the England and Wales, made up of the House of Commons and the House of Lords, is responsible for making laws for the country. Parliamentary acts serve as the foundation for both criminal and civil law.
Law Enforcement: Police forces, such as the Metropolitan Police Service (covering Greater London), and regional police forces (covering smaller regions) make up the law enforcement authorities in England and Wales. They may conduct searches, make arrests, and collect evidence in criminal cases.
Courts: England and Wales have a multitiered court system such as magistrates; courts, crown court, high court, court of appeal and supreme court. Appeals from subordinate courts in England and Wales are heard by the Supreme Court, the country's highest court (James, 2010).
Legal Professionals: Judges (appointed based on experience), barristers (specialist advocates who present cases in higher courts), lawyers (give legal advice to clients), and legal clerks (help judges) are all examples of legal professionals engaged in judicial procedures.
Juries: Juries made up of ordinary persons play a vital role in judging guilt or innocence in criminal trials heard in Crown Courts or other high-profile situations.
Correction System: Convicted criminals often do their time in prisons or other types of correctional institutions after being handed down sentences by the courts. The National Probation Service is in charge of monitoring and helping rehabilitate ex-convicts.
[bookmark: _Toc142394291]The Criminal Courts
When it comes to hearing criminal cases and making findings of guilt or innocence, the criminal courts in England and Wales play a crucial role in the judicial system. 
Magistrates’ Court: Minor assaults, stealing, traffic offences, and summary crimes are all handled by Magistrates' Courts, the lowest level of criminal court (Slapper and Kelly, 2003). In the absence of a jury, the matter is heard by either a judge of the district court or a panel of judges. 
Crown Court: Indictable offenses (severe crimes including murder, rape, robbery) are moved from the Magistrates' Court to the Crown Court for trial by judge and jury. Trials are overseen by a judge, and guilt or innocence is decided by a jury based on the evidence given. 
High Court: While the High Court's primary focus is on civil disputes, it does handle certain very complex criminal cases that are above the purview of subordinate courts. This might involve elaborate cons or unusual situations.
Court of Appeal: Appeals from both the Crown Court and the Magistrates' Court are heard by the Court of Appeal. It looks at lower court rulings to see whether there were any legal mistakes or injustices committed there. 
Supreme Court: The Supreme Court of England and Wales hears appeals on only the most critical points of law, since it is the highest court in England and Wales for all cases, civil and criminal alike.
[bookmark: _Toc142394292]Magistrates and the Use of Lay People
The lesser courts in England and Wales are called Magistrates' Courts, and they are presided over by magistrates. Magistrate courts are presided over by laypeople who have volunteered their services (Franklin, 2023). The Lord Chancellor makes the Crown's appointment of Magistrates. They are not required to have any kind of legal experience or education, and they come from all different walks of life in the community. Magistrates judge over cases in the lower-level criminal court known as the Magistrates' Court. Within their restricted authority, they decide bail petitions, rule on criminal cases involving less severe crimes known as "summary offenses," and hand down punishments. Having laypeople serve as judges is a way to incorporate everyday people's viewpoints and experiences into judicial proceedings and increase public confidence in the justice system.
[bookmark: _Toc142394293]Cost Effectiveness 
The efficiency of the court system's budget is crucial. Evaluating how well resources are used to accomplish a goal is a key part of this process. 
· To get the best results within a given budget, cost-effective procedures need making the most efficient use of the resources at their disposal.
· Rather than relying exclusively on reactive remedies to crime or legal difficulties, it may be more cost-effective to invest in preventive measures (Williams, 2015). Education, social services, community involvement, and preventative measures all fit into this category, as do early intervention approaches to crime.
· To ensure that all parties have access to justice in a timely manner and to cut down on expenses caused by delays and inefficiencies, the judicial system's administrative procedures should be streamlined.
· By using electronic file systems, online case management tools for legal experts, and video conferencing services for distant hearings, for example, the court system may become more efficient and save money.
[bookmark: _Toc142394294]Speed that Cases are Heard
One crucial feature of the legal system is the swiftness with which matters are resolved. The public's trust in the judicial system depends on cases being resolved in a timely manner since it guarantees people' access to justice and protects their rights. Putting in place efficient case management methods helps speed up the legal process (Savage, 2001). Timelines should be defined for each step of the process, court schedules should be managed properly, and all relevant parties should be ready and accessible. Effective measures to reduce court backlog are needed. This might include employing more judges or court personnel, establishing dedicated courts for high-volume case categories, streamlining procedures using technology, or looking into other forms of conflict resolution.
[bookmark: _Toc142394295]Crown Court and the Use of Lay People 
Lay people, in the form of jury members, play an essential role in the Crown Court of England and Wales. In certain criminal trials, the Crown Court will use a jury. Twelve members of the community are chosen at random to serve as jurors and make guilt or innocence determinations based on the evidence presented during trials (Ceil, 2018). After being picked, the jury hears arguments from both the prosecution and the defense and follows the judge's instructions on how to apply the law in reaching a judgment. Having members of the general public serve on juries guarantees community involvement in criminal justice procedures and provides a range of viewpoints for judges to consider when making factual determinations in criminal cases. The idea is that having judges who are also citizens of the community would increase trust in the system and ensure that everyone gets a fair shake.
[bookmark: _Toc142394296]Juries Act 1974
In England and Wales, jury duty is governed by the Juries Act of 1974, a key piece of law. The statute specifies the requirements that prospective jurors must meet. The general age range is between 18 and 75, and persons must have been permanent UK residents for at least five years after turning 13 (Davies, 2020). Certain people, such as those with a history of mental illness or recent incarceration, are barred from serving as jurors under the terms of the legislation. Judges, attorneys, law enforcement personnel, and anyone who work in the court system are likewise exempted. Under this rule, it is considered a crime to not appear when summoned without a good excuse, which may result in penalties like fines.
[bookmark: _Toc142394297]Reform Suggestions for England and Wales
The judicial system in England and Wales has been the subject of several proposals for improvement in the areas of efficiency, accessibility, and fairness.
· To improve efficiency, decrease administrative delays, and increase access to justice, courts need to increasingly adopting technological solutions including electronic case management systems, online filing, and video conferencing capabilities.
· Increasing resources (including judges), using alternate dispute resolution techniques, and enhancing case ranking systems based on importance or vulnerability are among initiatives which should be implemented to alleviate backlog concerns.
· Taking into account concerns about long-term viability within monetary limits, they should assess and improve legal aid arrangements to guarantee that people of all income levels have access to the court system.
· Consistency, proportionality, alternatives to incarceration (such as community-based punishments), and rehabilitation programs for offenders with the goal of lowering recidivism rates should all be at the forefront of any review of sentencing standards.
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