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Methodology
Introduction
This chapter will explain how the research will be carried out. There are two types of research: primary and secondary. Bouchrika (2023) describes primary research as the collection of new data relating to a specific question, using methods such as interviews, surveys, and observations. Secondary research involves the analysis of primary data from other researchers. Primary research can be further split into quantitative or qualitative research. Quantitative research is the large-scale collection of data which is then statistically analysed. It is objective and focusses on results that cannot be influenced by the researcher (Kandel, 2020). Alternatively, qualitative data is not produced through any statistical measures and usually involves interviewing and observing participants to reflect on their perceptions. This subjective approach allows the researcher to gain better understanding of the topic (Aliyu et al. 2015).
The previous chapter has covered two of the study’s objectives and explored the evidential difficulties that police officers face when investigating CCB. It has also found how many officers still demonstrate an incident-based mindset and as a result, are failing to recognise and properly investigate CCB.  This part of the study aims to find out how officers in Gwent Police are currently investigating CCB, further explore evidential difficulties, and find whether they believe that a change in the legislation would ease some of the challenges they face. 

Research Onion 
The research onion provides researchers with a framework to help them choose their research and analysis methods (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2009).  The onion demonstrates the stages of the research process with the idea that the researcher works in from the outer layer. The stages of the onion are: philosophy, approach, strategies, choice, and time horizon (Thesismind, 2019).  
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Fig. 1. The Research Onion (Saunders, Lewis, and Thornhill, 2009) 


Philosophy
Research philosophy refers to “a system of beliefs and assumptions about the development of knowledge” (Saunders, Lewis, and Thornhill, 2009). Three common philosophies in research are positivism, interpretivism, and pragmatism. Positivists believe that knowledge should be obtained from empirical observations and focus on objective data usually obtained by quantitative methods (Rashid, 2023).   Interpretivism is subjective and means that knowledge hangs on the values, experiences, and beliefs of the subjects of the study. This requires the researcher to interpret these results and clarify their meaning (McBride, Misnikov, and Draheim, 2021). Pragmatism falls in the middle, highlighting the practical impacts of knowledge and encouraging a flexible and problem-solving method (Rashid, 2023). This study will use an interpretivist approach as it will focus on collecting the views and opinions of serving police officers. The data will then be analysed and interpreted by the researcher. 


Approach 
The research onion shows two approaches to research: deductive and inductive. Deductive research starts with a theory developed from existing knowledge, which is then tested in order to develop, prove, or disprove that theory (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2009). Inductive research begins with a particular observation and seeks to provide a more generalised theory (Burney and Saleem, 2008). This study will adopt the deductive approach, as it aims to develop existing theories and produce recommendations for improvement.  

Strategy and Choices
This research will take place using interviews and a survey. The survey will be disseminated to officers within Gwent Police via email and using the Gwent Police intranet page. The advantage of digital surveys is that they are inexpensive and can reach a large audience. A disadvantage; however, is that there may be a low response rate (LinkedIn, 2023). 
The researcher will also seek to interview a small number of officers in order to obtain views and understandings of current legislation and whether they believe that change is needed. Their identities will not be revealed to the reader. Interviews are effective because they allow for more detailed information and conclusion, although they are time consuming and challenging to conduct (George, 2022). 
This study will use mixed methods of data collection. Mixed methods combines both quantitative and qualitative research in order to gain a wider understanding of the topic (Schoonenboom and Johnson, 2017).  

Time Horizon 
The timeframe in which the research is carried can be split into two categories: longitudinal or cross-sectional. Longitudinal research is continual research over a prolonged period of time, whereas cross-sectional refers to a study that analyses data collected in one instance (Caruana et al. 2015). This will be a cross-sectional study because of its smaller scale and established deadline. 



Techniques: Data Collection and Analysis
This study will be conducted within Gwent Police. The survey link will be emailed to response sergeants and distributed to their teams. The link will also be posted on the Gwent Police intranet page, which is only accessible to Gwent Police employees and allows the researcher to reach officers across the force. The researcher is aiming to obtain 30-50 responses, of which the data will be analysed and displayed in tables or charts. 
The interviews will be informal and will take place during the researchers normal working hours. This will be a selection of no more than 5 officers. Questions will be asked to obtain views on coercive and controlling legislation. The data will be analysed to look for emerging patterns and interpreted by the researcher to find their meaning. This is called thematic analysis (Naeem et al.  2023).

Limitations
Limitations in research explore factors that may affect the results (Hassan, 2023). One limitation of this study is the ability to reach the target sample size. Gwent Police is a small force, and this study is specifically targeting response officers. Due to the very nature of response policing, officers may not have the time to complete the survey within the timeframe. 
Another limitation is that there is a lack of existing research that compares Scottish and English CCB legislation, therefore restricting the ability to compare the data collected in this study, which may produce a less meaningful result. 
This study will be using data collected from Gwent Police officers only. Gwent Police is one of 43 police forces in England and Wales and therefore the results may not reflect the overall views of police in the UK. 

Ethical Considerations
Domestic Abuse is a sensitive topic and as such considerations were given to the welfare of the study subjects. An ethics form was completed prior to this research and to ensure that all participants are protected, they will be signposted to wellbeing teams within Gwent Police as well as external support services. 


Conclusion
This chapter has explained research methodology and explained why the researcher has selected the chosen methods. The next chapter will analyse and present the data collected through these chosen methods. 
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