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1.  Within Iceland and many other similar countries, they believe it is really important that children participate in play outdoors. Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) wrote about government documents stating that playing outdoors is good for children. Within the curriculum guidelines it mentions that outside learning environments are supposed to be a place for children to embrace the natural world, and participate in exercise activities and healthy living.                                                                                                                                                       Oladottir (2008), says that the emphasis on outdoor learning has been developing for some time in Iceland for children from the ages of one to six, where in this they are allowed to play in outdoor environments. Children in school from the ages of six to sixteen however, only have interactions similar to these during break times. The role of the teacher within outdoor learning is slightly obscured, as the teacher you have may differentiate the tasks you participate in. Furthermore, it has been seen that within Iceland, teachers are conducting outdoor play much more frequently now than before, with seventy percent of schools in Reykjavik saying they participate in outdoor education as well. 

2a. According to Murray and O’Brien (2006) of the Forest School Network, a definition of Forest Schools would be: “an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.” Many are worried about children within younger years of school as they don’t get to go to the woodland areas and others similar to these. This is believed to be because of their parent’s fear that something may happen to their child during these outdoor activities, and with a wide variety of activities children can participate in indoors, so the need for outdoor activities decreases vastly. Thompson, Aspinall et al. (2004) conducted research which suggests that if children don’t participate in these activities from a young age, later they will lack the emotional and physical benefits from the access to nature. This is because outdoor learning is very different to that of indoor learning within a classroom environment, and so the Welsh government are encouraging the use of Forest Schools within a teachers own school environments, especially within areas like foundation phase and early years to allow these children to receive the best possible education opportunities.                                                                                                                                                            

1.  2b. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is important to avoid this as you shouldn’t label someone else’s work as your own. Plagiarism can also be seen as a form of theft as you are labelling something as your own, which in fact is not. UNSW Sydney (2022) would agree with this stating: 
“It is unethical as it is a form of theft. By taking the ideas and words of others and pretending they are your own, you are stealing someone else’s intellectual property.”

1. This is not true. A person should also reference when paraphrasing. This is because you are still using the work of others but in different wording. Therefore, you should still enlist their name within your references, to ensure it is made known it is not your own ideas. 

1. Wikipedia can be argued to be an unreliable source. Wikipedia is an open website meaning anyone can change what is written, therefore potentially claiming something to be fact which is actually inaccurate. Cunneen and O’Neil (2021) wrote an article on the subject of Wikipedia’s reliability, arguing that Wikipedia can still be seen as a reliable source. The two stated: 

“Wikipedia has community-enforced policies on neutrality, reliability and notability. This means all information “must be presented accurately and without bias”; sources must come from a third party.”


1. In order to include a very long quotation within their writing, a student should do the following. As always when referencing a student should include the authors last name followed by the date the reference was published in brackets.  If the quotation being used is thirty or more words a student should begin a new paragraph and write their quote. They should ensure the quote is within quotation marks and it is written in italics. To avoid using a lot of a word count with the inclusion of a long quote like this, a substitute could be to paraphrase the quotation into a shorter form. In doing this still ensuring to reference the author, even if a direct quote is not being used. 

1. According to North Hennen Community College (no date), five steps to follow when creating an academic piece are recognizing a topic, begin to search for sources, select credible resources, make a judgement on this information. It is vital to recognise a topic focus to ensure you are fully aware of what you are to research and write about. Locating credible sources is incredibly important as this is what makes your argument more convincing and reliable. Five good resources to use for this would be reliable literature, journals, scholarly books, government documents and news. These resources are very reliable as they are usually written by experts in the fields you are researching and shouldn’t hold any kind of bias. Contrary to this, when writing an academic piece, you should avoid using lots of website resources and blogs. This is because blogs can hold a bias towards different sides of an argument and some websites can be open websites meaning anyone can edit them and add false information. 



3.    The article titled ‘Schooled to fail?’ written by Emma Smith, aims to highlight the vast increasing issue of underachievement in Welsh students. Using the common argument of Welsh and English comparison, the article suggests that students in Wales receiving education are ‘schooled to fail’ and whether this may not be such an issue in more recent times.                                                                              The article highlights Wales’ high reliability on heavy labour work industries stemming from the second world war. With the closure of more and more factories like these, the article suggests that the Welsh education system must take a stand and help improve young people’s education to ensure them a future within the world of work.                                                                                                                                          The article leads on to mention economic wellbeing. The article suggests that this is rooted in things like, weekly earnings, house prices and economic activity. Following this, the author then provides a list of tables listing statistics on each of these areas. The statistics based on gross weekly earnings for full time work infer that there is still a continuation of sexism within the workplace. The statistics show that across the UK the average weekly earnings for men are 522.6, whereas for women the number is shockingly lower at 394.8. By using these statistics within the article, it seems the author was attempting to raise other arguments within their overall argument. Based on their findings from these tables and statistics the author argues that due to the vast differing population densities, Emma Smith concluded that it was a fairer argument to make comparisons between Northeast England and Wales.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Smith also goes on to mention the difference in achievement gap between girls and boys usually within GCSE’s. She focusses on this gap particularly linked in subjects such as English and Maths which is compulsory for all students. Smith implies that the underachievement within boys especially may be due to changes within curriculums, in areas like not as many exams and an increase of coursework. The arguments mentioned seem to be the authors main focuses to prove/ explain the mass differing disadvantages it seems Wales are facing. By collaborating all the above arguments, it could be seen that Smith’s main argument was to identify the root cause to these disadvantages, and from all the information provided it seems she is pinpointing the education system as this cause. This then linking back to the title of her article: ‘schooled to fail’.
Smith’s article is split into many paragraphs. Each paragraph is based on a different argument questioning whether the quote ‘schooled to fail’ is correct or not. Some of the included paragraphs are significantly larger than others. These paragraphs usually including most of Smith’s own work. However, the inclusion of these larger paragraphs can be a bad sign for a reader making them less likely to read the article. Readers are usually more likely to read something when it is split into paragraphs which makes the article neat and more pleasing to the eye. Not only this but people tend to read something if it doesn’t seem to be as large an amount to read. In this case however, some paragraphs are a page long and can seem chaotic to a reader making it harder for them to keep focused and encouraged to read the article. Within each paragraph, Smith presents her own ideas on the subject before including the addition of statistics and references also based on the subject. The use of these references helps the credibility of her article making it more convincing and reliable.                                                                                                                                                                              The language Smith uses within the article is very formal. Although this is usually a positive thing within articles, some of the language and words used can be seen to some as being too complex and therefore the article becomes too ‘wordy’ and highly difficult to read. However, the use of this more complex language and constant use of statistics and references, Smith does present a more persuasive argument. The text primarily relies on statistics provided on tables from places like National statistics and The National Assembly for Wales. These are very reliable sources as they are provided by the government and therefore would have no bias and would be correct with no false information. This evidence from the resources used is very effective in supporting the arguments raised. This is because the statistics used are based on real life events whereas lots of resources that could have been used could have been very opinion based and therefore a lot more unreliable.  The article concludes with the idea that things within the education are slowly changing. It doesn’t come to a direct conclusion but rather attempts to answer the question ‘schooled to fail?’ in the best way they can.                                                                                                                                                                                      Personally, I feel that the article does present a justified argument towards the question. However, without coming to a direct conclusion I feel it can be seen as less reliable, as even with the help of government statistics they cannot come to a clear end. I feel the structure of the article could have been paragraphed better to not have such large and then vastly smaller paragraphs. I feel this could be an adequate academic article as it is well supported. I would suggest they continue to use formal language but less complex words. This would ensure that the writer would know that they were reading and academic piece but would however be able to understand everything they were reading. I would also recommend using more ‘in-date’ resources to support the arguments. This is because, in most of the tables and graphs, most of the statistics are based on time periods between the 1980’s onwards. However, this article was written in 2005 meaning when it was written the resources used would have been considered more ‘in-date’. Therefore, if anyone was to write a similar article on the same topic, I would recommend uses sources that were made around three years before to ensure you have a more reliable argument based on modern statistics. 
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