Introduction.
This essay will focus on Feminism and when it originated, and what it means. It will also include; how did Feminism start and the three waves.
It will also explore when the term Feminism come about and what has changed from the time it originated and to the present, how things have changed a little but there is still feminism going on even in the 20th century. It will also contain the history of the feminism timeline, also the suffer jets that recently celebrated the 100-year anniversary of women’s rights and legislation and policies. There are three waves of feminism which will be explored and the theories of feminism, it will also include the workhouse in Carmarthen were many women during the war worked.
The term feminism can be used to describe a political, cultural or economic movement aimed at establishing equal rights and legal protection for women. Most historians agree that the modern Feminism movement started on July 19-20, 1848 in a town called Seneca Falls, in New York. This was later known as the Seneca Falls convention that held meetings for woman’s rights, organizers quoted that it was ‘a convention to discuss the social, civil and religious condition and rights of woman.’  The conventions organizers were called Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott,1840 these women met a few yeas previous in a World Anti-Slavery Convention in London in 1840. These two women were known as strong women that were good speakers, these women were forced to sit out of the way in the Anti-Slavery Convention The amount of men that attended this convention over powered women, but they later heard when the they ran their own convention. Although the term’ Feminism’ and ‘Feminist’ did not gain widespread use until the 1970s, they were already being used in public parlance much earlier; for example, a lady Named Katherine Hepburn, 1942 speaks of the ‘feminist movement’ in the 1942 film Women of the Year. Feminism has altered perspectives in a wide range of areas within the western society, ranging from culture to law. Feminist activists have also campaigned for women’s legal rights (rights of contract, property rights, voting rights); for women’s right to integrity and autonomy, for abortions rights, and reproductive rights. This also give them the right to have access to contraception and parental care, they also campaigned for protection against domestic violence, sexual harassment and rape. They also included workplace rights, including maternity pay, maternity leave and the big one equal pay. During all this history, most women that were feminist leaders were from all different parts of the country some were middle class white women, some were from Western Europe and North America, there were women from different races that also proposed alternative feminisms.

The first wave of feminism refers to the nineteenth century and early twentieth century in the Untied Kingdom and the United States. It was focused on the promotion of equal rights with contact and property rights for women, and the opposition to chatted marriage and ownership of married women (and their children) by their husbands. This was not always the case as by the end of the nineteenth century, activism focused n primarily on gaining political power, particularly of the right of women’s suffrage. In 1834, Florence Nightingale established female nurses they worked helping the military helping with any needs they had. Even after there was a slight change the British suffragettes and the possibly the suffragists campaigned for the women’s vote. In the year of 1918 the Representation of the people Act 1918 was passed granting the vote to women over the age of thirty who owned their own home. In the year 1928 this was extended to all women over the age of twenty-one. Over in the United States they carried United States Constitution (1919), granting the right for every woman to vote in every state, this was a big achievement.

The Second wave refers to activity in the early 1960s which went on into late 1980s. The second wave is linked tom gaining equality for every woman and trying to end discrimination. It is said that second wave feminist saw women’s cultural and political inequalities which was linked and encouraged women to under aspects of their personal lives. In the 1970s, women could be paid less than men for doing the same job, posts were advertised by gender and ‘sexual harassment’ was the unknown term. Then in the late 1970s the second wave feminist were motivated to try and abolish sexism. The aim of the second wave is to gain equal rights foe men and women and have equal values to society, the campaigners insisted that femininity was not something to be feared or hated; what these women suggested was that it was not enough to simply gain access to the system of power, but that the system itself needed to be changed.

The Third wave was aiming for gender equality, In the 1990s they started fighting for acceptance and they were still fighting to end violence against women. It is said that there has been a significant progress sine the first wave, but the progress still needs to carry on. The third wave was made more possible with the greater success of women in the 1990s, the third wave was much more inclusive of women and girls of colour than the first and the second wave had been. Women became stronger, and there were more women artist in the charts from all backgrounds not just middle-class people as was seen in the earlier waves. By the early 2000s there were arguments declaring that the movements had lived beyond usefulness. But there was feminist from the earlier generations that argued that there had not been much change, and the younger were not adding anything of substance. At the end of the third wave there was a bit of improvement as female artist and movie stars were showing that there was an increase of pay, but that does not show in people that are not famous and working in a minimum paid job into today society.


After 1834, in Penal Carmarthen the Poor Law Union was formed on the 2nd July,1836 built the Carmarthen workhouse this was used for inmates. On the 19th June 1843, the workhouse was stormed by the ‘Rebecca Rioters’ who, in 1842-43 carried out a major campaign of protests across South Wales, the name’ Rebecca Riots’ was a mythical female name, it is said that the name came from Genesis 24:60:  this was mainly against charges at the toll gates. Many people dressed in women’s clothing and wearing a wig of ringlets. During the first World War, the workhouse was used as a Military Red Cross Hospital, many troops were staying there during the war. By the 1920s, the Carmarthen union opened it as a children’s home which accommodated up to 15 children at a time. The home was run by women until it moved premises. Men would never dress in women’s clothes in the early 1840s, but the Rebecca Rioters were all men it is believed that they took a passage from the bible, most of these men were farmers that suffered two years of poor harvest in 1837-1838, and many of them were forced to sell stock to buy grain. The anger found in the farmers was a direct action against the tollgates.

In the early 1920s there was an improvement with women gaining employment, (pugh, women and the womens movent in britain, 1992) state. There were also more women at the Coupon Election that stood candidates for England, Scotland and Wales, this included one Conservative, one Women’s Party. In total there were fifteen women standing for election, he also states that many men did not like women having any power, as they were supposed to be at home and to be a housewife and a mother. But the women were not going to stand for this as they tried in every way to make an impact or a change, but for the lower-class women they did not have a choice as they felt they had to abbey their husbands. The middle-class women however decided against this and wanted change, they wanted the same rights as men. But in the early 1970s (pugh1, 1992) stated there was a significant increase of women in parliament, in February 1979, Britain seen the fist ever women get elected as Prime Minster. Mrs Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minster for twelve years and later resigned in 1991, she reformed the Education rules were parents could pick which school their children went too. But she later went on by cutting peoples benefits and squeezing money out of the public transport system. (pugh,1992) did say even though women were becoming more powerful, were they improving Britain or making it worse. There is no doubt that things did not get better for women after Margaret Thatcher become Prime Minster, but, the lower-classed women still carried on with their daily duties.


Natasha Walter (1998) a new Feminist, stated that women are’ still poorer and less powerful than men’ she carries on and says that Feminism is to ‘attack the material basis of an economic and social and political inequality’. She goes on to describe Margaret Thatcher as the ‘the great unsung heroine of British feminism,’ that went on to achieve amazing success. But, Margaret Thatcher did not have no interest in women’s concerns what so ever, and was known to be notorious for being unsupportive of women politicians.
Germaine Greer’s the whole woman (1999) was written partly in anger aimed at Natasha Walters (1998). Greer (1999) believed that her book was to assume that Feminism was all about ‘money, sex and fashion’ 
  ‘it was not until feminists of my own generation began to assert with apparent seriousness that feminism had gone to far that the fire flared up in my belly. When the lifestyle feminists had gone just far enough, giving them the right to ‘have it all.’i.e. money, it would have been excusable to remain silent.’



There is so many different Feminism movement’s, some people forget which is which, but it all comes back to women trying to get equal rights the same as men. The Liberal feminists share the view that women should be treated the same as men, they campaign to stop Sexual harassment being free of domestic violence and to gain voting rights etc. They wanted the same pay rates as men, even though they believe that men are more masculine, that women should not be treat any different. The women believe that the threat of violence plays unfairly and disempowering and limiting women, in fighting for their rights. Some critics argue that freedom is a limited value, because even when enabling conditions, women may choose the disadvantage social arrangements, then others argue against it (Hampton,1993).

Some of the early cultural feminists were the fist radical feminists, and some continue to use that name beyond the model of the transforming society. The’ cultural feminism’ is linked to the consciousness of the lesbian identity, borrowing from lesbian feminism ideas including the value of female centred relationships. They use the term ‘essential differences’ this is believed to refer back to gender differences are part of the essence of females or males. The difference with any other kind of feminism is that cultural feminism is belived to be’ the idea of male and female differences is part of the essence of male and female’. While the radical feminist might critique the traditional style of feminism, they aim to dismantle patriarchy, rather that adjusting the system through level changes. Radical feminists are reducing oppression to an economic or class issue, as a Socialist or Marxist feminism sometimes did or still do. The roots of Radical feminism were rooted in the wider radical movement, where women participated in Anti-war and the New left political movements in the 1960s. They found themselves excluded from equal power roles by men within the movement, many of these women split are joined specifically feminist groups, where still focusing on much of their political radical ideals and methods.

With all these Feminism movements, women have gained more control over the years they have gained the right to vote, some women get paid higher than men in some professions. The legal right for abortions, birth control or getting sterilized has come in. The suffragettes recently celebrated the 100 years anniversary, they won the freedom to vote, even though the legislation changed over the years in the way women could vote, now every woman is entitled to do so. But it was a major step for them even though the celebration was a reflection on the parallels between international women’s movement of the past and the present. They say’ protest is powerful’ the passage of the representation Peoples Act in 1918 which saw 8. 5 million women could vote at that time. The leader of the suffragettes was a woman renowned for never giving up on what she believed in, Emmeline Pankhurst 1914, But as Pankhurst 1914, fought for her rights despite that sentiment, many women are still doing so. There were many women who people believed to have made an impact on the law, and made change for the suffragettes. When another key moment in the suffragette’s movement happened when a lady named Emily Wilding Davison fatally stepped out in front of a king’s horse at the Epsom derby in 1913, Davison funeral attracted huge crowds of suffragettes in London, and brought their cause to the world attention. To this day there are still marches that go on, in honour of the suffragettes were women with banners, and hats serving as ‘sartorial markers that unmistakably link the pre-war moment to the anti sexual assault protests we see now’.
Conclusion;
Throughout this essay it has covered a major part of feminism, which is a variety of political, cultural and liberal feminism. The way things have changed in over a 100 year is an improvement, but still room for more changes. We have seen how changes to the law were women could first vote to now where they are trying to get people as young as sixteen years old to start voting. Which is a dramatic turn around, even though women have the right to choose if the want birth control, or have an abortion it is still illegal over in Ireland for women to do so, even though women’s rights have changed over the decades people ask’ Why is the law different there? They only allow an abortion if the women’s life is at risk, if a woman wants to have an abortion then they must travel to another country. This shows that with all the changes that has happened over the decades, it still has not made a change to some parts of the country or world. In some parts of the world women still to this day get beaten and raped by their husband daily. The Feminist campaigners fought for over a hundred years, to try and stop this happening, but in some parts, it will never stop. In Britain have seen an improvement on women being treated the same as men in job positions, there are most women in higher and better paid jobs than ever before. We have now made an improvement in treating women as an equal to men most of jobs have equal rights. However, there is still change than an be made within the population itself, such as the way men see women. Every person should be treated the same, it should not matter what gender you are or were you are everyone should have an equal right and freedom of speech. There still is discrimination going on against women in the UK aa many men think they have more rights over women, and a women’s job should be at home looking after children, this obviously still happens in some places, but in the UK, there is an increase of women going to work and men staying at home to look after their children. The role has obviously turned as the years have gone on, this should be a good thing.  As the years are passing, will there be much feminism going on. 
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