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The choice to focus on the development of forensic evidence came from deep interest in how science supports the criminal justice system. The procedure of collecting, analysing, and presenting evidence in criminal investigations is very interesting and fascinating. This topic is particularly relevant to policing studies as the development of forensic techniques has had an impact on how evidence is gathered and interpreted. This research will be focused on the ongoing advances in forensics, such as DNA, digital forensics, and fingerprint analysis, and consider how these developments impact policing investigations. This topic and question are worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation because it explores both the history and future of forensic science and its practical role in policing. This topic also raises important questions about how evidence is used in the criminal justice system, and whether scientific developments have led to better outcomes in terms of solving crimes today and securing convictions. It also gives the opportunity to research real case studies and the impact that forensics have had on both solving crimes and preventing miscarriages of justice. This topic allows for an opportunity to explore something interesting, while also contributing to important discussions around accuracy, fairness, and progress in policing.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The key aim of this research is to explore how forensic techniques have evolved and how these developments have influenced evidence gathering within policing. This will include examining the history of forensics, the progression of techniques over time, and how current methods differ from those used in the past, as well as considering potential future advancements. 

The first objective is to examine the historical development of forensic techniques and its early impact on evidence gathering. 
The second objective is to analyse the current forensic methods used by police and assess how they contribute to the effectiveness and reliability of investigations. 
The final objective is to explore potential future developments in forensic science and their impact on criminal investigations and justice outcomes. 

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Forensic science plays an important role in the criminal justice system and improving the effectiveness of evidence gathering in policing. It covers different scientific methods like DNA analysis, fingerprint comparison, and toxicology that help in investigations (Brader, 2021). One of the most influential developments has been the introduction of DNA profiling, first used in 1986 during the investigation of two teenage girls in Leicestershire. Although a 17-year-old confessed to one of the murders, DNA analysis proved he was not responsible (Oosthuizen & Howes, 2022), demonstrating how these techniques can help prevent miscarriages of justice and enable more accurate evidence gathering. According to the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) (2005), a crime scene includes a variety of locations and personal possessions of suspects, witnesses, or victims. Crime scene examiners make sure evidence is collected correctly and carefully preserved for future analysis. This is vital for the ongoing investigations of crimes and successful prosecutions of offenders, showing how forensics support police efforts to solve cases and deliver justice (Newburn, 2008).   

Despite significant advances in technology, recent reports suggest that its effectiveness is currently being undermined by structural and funding issues. According to Scott (2021), the House of Lords Science and Technology Committee warned a decline in forensic science in England and Wales due to a lack of funding and an insufficient level of research and development. This decline became visible in 2012 following the closure of the Forensic Science Service, which once provided 60% of forensic services to police forces across England and Wales. Since then, The Joint Forensics Review (2019) found that forensic provision delivered through a combination of in-house policing teams and private companies (Home Office, 2019). This mixed approach can lead to differences in the quality and consistency of services across police forces, ultimately impacting the reliability of evidence gathered in investigations. As crime has become more digitally enabled, digital forensics has become important with evidence gathering. The Forensic Capability Network (FCN) prioritised this area by developing resources such as validation documentation templates for computer systems. In 2023, these have been downloaded over 500 times and shared with 76 organisations (FCN, 2024), showing how national coordination can support policing efforts. Additionally, the National DNA Database (NDNAD), established in 1995, includes electronic records of DNA, known as profile records, that are taken from crime scenes and individuals. Between April 2001 and March 2023, NDNAD produced 799,974 matches to unsolved crimes, averaging 38,094 per year (Home Office, 2024). However, ongoing funding issues and structural challenges are a big concern for the future of forensics. These problems could make it difficult for forensic techniques to continue playing a key role in evidence gathering and the criminal justice system.  

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
For this research, a survey will be used to explore public perceptions of the development and effectiveness of forensic techniques in policing. The survey will aim to understand how the public perceives the role of forensics in criminal investigations, including the evolution of forensics overtime and their impact on evidence gathering in the criminal justice system. This method is an effective way of gathering opinions from a large, diverse group of individuals. This method is easy to set up and accessible for other individuals to access online, allowing the data collected to be both quantitative and qualitive data, offering an extensive view of public opinion.

Another method that will be used is a questionnaire. The data and information that will be collected from the questionnaire will enhance the knowledge and information regarding my topic of forensics and the importance of evidence. The reason for using this method is because it will gather various views on the topic. The questionnaire will focus on being a qualitive and quantitative method to ensure that individuals who participate will give different opinions and views, which will then be analysed to collect data. 
The data will be collected through closed-ended questions that will highlight and measure patterns and trends. This will assess the attitude towards the use of forensics in criminal investigations. 

To avoid potential bias in the results, this survey will ensure that it reaches a wide range of participants, including various age groups. Qualitive data will be gathered through open-ended questions, allowing respondents to elaborate on their views and understandings of forensic techniques. The quantitative data will be analysed using statistical analysis, which will help identify common trends. As for the qualitive data, this will be analysed by recurring themes, opinions, and perspectives on the role of forensics. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The research will target members of the public aged 18 and older, with participants coming from a variety of backgrounds. It will not focus on experts or professionals in the forensics or policing, but instead individuals with varying levels of knowledge to forensics. The goal of this research is to capture a broad and diverse range of opinions on forensics and its effectiveness in evidence gathering within policing, ensuring the findings reflect the public’s views on the topic. By surveying the public, the research will provide reliable and representative data, and with the large number of responses will allow for more comprehensive analysis. Since forensics is a topic that many individuals have some level of knowledge or awareness about, this approach will help ensure that the data is gathered from an appropriate and informed audience. 

Additionally, participating in this survey may also raise awareness and understanding among those who are less familiar with forensic techniques and how their role contributes to the process of evidence gathering. Participants will be recruited through social media to ensure broad access and participation. Those with professional experience may be excluded to prevent bias in the responses, allowing the survey to focus on public perceptions. 
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