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Assignment 1
A Critical Reflection Upon the Implications of Applying Victimology Principles to the Killing of Chris Kaba

In contemporary society, the study of victimology principles has gained significant traction, becoming a science instead of being seen as ‘subordinate to criminology’ (Aziz, 2024, p. 1258). In this assignment, these principles of victimology will be explored (Newburn, 2017, p. 371-372) and the implications of applying these principles to a highly prolific case which was the killing of Chris Kaba by an armed response police officer (Curran, 2022, p. 17). The death of Chris Kaba gained significant media attention (Ross, 2023, np), and it caused significant protests in the UK (Curran, 2022, p. 18) due to the belief that Chris Kaba was unarmed at the time of his death (Curran, 2022, p. 17). For this issue to be fully explored, this assignment will firstly define victimology and the theories surrounding this concept (Newburn, 2017, p. 371-372). Secondly, the murder of Chris Kaba will be briefly explored and an outline of what happened (Curran, 2022, p. 17), what the outcome was (Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), 2024, p. 7-8) and who the victims were will be discussed (IOPC, 2024, p. 7). The victimology theories explored (Newburn, 2017, p. 371-372), will be applied to this case (Curran, 2022, p. 17), where the implications of doing so will be critically analysed (Duncan Lewis Solicitors, 2024, np). Finally, conclusions will be made from the information provided and suggestions of what should change will be presented (Curran, 2022, p. 18).
When firstly attempting to define victimology as a concept, Newburn (2017, p. 369) argues that victimology can be seen as a body of work that ‘attempts to measure the extent of victimisation’ (Newburn, 2017, p. 369). Aziz (2024, p. 1258) agrees, and suggests that victimology is the exploration of the role of victims in crimes, as well as the rights that they have and the potential compensation that they may be entitled to. The Ministry of Justice (2020, p. 1) outlines that a victim for the purposes of the Code of Practise for Victims of Crime, can be defined as an individual who has suffered physical, mental, emotional, or economic harm that was caused by a criminal offence. For the purposes of this assignment, this definition will be utilised as many individuals were deeply affected by the murder of Chris Kaba, such as his family members, many members of the public and the police officer involved (IOPC, 2024, p. 7). To be able to further explore the concept of victimology and how it relates to this case, different theoretical perspectives on the concept need to be explored (Newburn, 2017, p. 371-372). For the purposes of this assignment, radical and critical victimology will be applied to this case, as radical criminology has a strong focus on the vulnerability of particular groups within society to victimisation and the structural inequalities that cause this (Newburn, 2017, p. 372), while critical victimology focusses on ‘the process of becoming a victim through the application of a label’ (Newburn, 2017, p. 372). Both these theories can be applied to this case, as radical victimology theory can be applied to the killing of Chris Kaba through the perspective of black communities (Lakha, 2024, np). For example, the case has caused a deep feeling of injustice and anger for these communities, and it has resulted in significant pain and trauma for Chris Kaba’s family (Lakha, 2024, np). While many theorists would argue that critical victimology could also be applied, due to black individuals being discriminated against to a much greater extent when compared to white individuals, when individuals from both groups have been labelled as criminals (Quinn-Hogan, 2021, p. 9). This can be seen in official statistics regarding the use of stop and search in the UK today, with individuals who identified as ‘black other’ (GOV.UK, 2024, np) being stopped and search at a significantly higher rate when compared to individuals who identified as ‘White’ (GOV.UK, 2024, np) From this, there is the suggestion that black individuals are more likely to be exposed to incidents of police brutality and oppression, resulting in the victimisation of black people by the police (Hawkins, 2023, np). In this case, Chris Kaba was well known to be affiliated with criminal gangs in London before his death (Quinlan, 2024, np), and because of this, was already likely to be stigmatised by the state and the police (Hawkins, 2023, np). When exploring the events of Chris Kaba’s death, it was found that on the date of his death, Chris Kaba was driving a car in South London, the car in question was linked to an incident involving the use of firearms (IOPC, 2022, np). The Audi was recognised by police officers, who then started to follow the Audi to execute an ‘enforced stop extraction’ (IOPC, 2022, np). Armed Police Officers also followed the Audi and eventually the extraction was attempted. However, Chris Kaba resisted by attempting to ram his way out of the extraction. One of the Officers, who was labelled NX121 at the time, was standing in front of the Audi that Chris Kaba was driving, where he fired a single shot that went through the windscreen and struck Chris Kaba (IOPC, 2022, np). Officers then attempted to provide first aid to Chris Kaba, before he was taken to hospital, where he was eventually pronounced dead (IOPC, 2022, np). Chris Kaba’s death caused significant unrest with many individuals from black communities (Lakha, 2024, np), who were angry about the killing, as well as the injustice that many black individuals feel due to a lack of  police accountability for their actions (Murphy, Eckersley and Ferry, 2016, np), particularly surrounding police officers being discriminatory towards black people, and the killing of Chris Kaba has been perceived as this happening yet again (Lakha, 2024, np). This case, as well as other cases such as the murder of Stephen Lawrence and the way in which that case was handled (Macpherson, 1999, p. 365), suggests that there is an argument that Police forces UK are systematically racist and are victimising many individuals (Macpherson, 1999, p. 365). In Scotland, the Chief Constable of Police Scotland even admitted that the force is ‘institutionally racist and discriminatory’ (Police Scotland, 2023, np). While the Metropolitan Police have denied that it is institutionally racist, the Commissioner in 2020 acknowledged that trust in the Metropolitan Police is low within black communities due to cases such as the murder of Stephen Lawrence and because of a lack of positive relations between the police and black communities, black individuals are more likely to be victims of crime in London (Metropolitan Police, 2020, np). However, there is a significant implication with the Commissioners words, as by suggesting that black individuals are more likely to be victims of crime (Metropolitan Police, 2020, np), a label is arguably being applied that this is due to the lifestyle choices of black individuals (Newburn, 2017, p. 371), which is not relevant to the root of the problem as the Commissioner, and the Metropolitan Police as a wider organisation, clearly have failed to ask the question of why there has been a lack of trust in the police, and what the police can do to address this (McNicoll, 2017, np). However, when officer NX121 was found not guilty of the murder of Chirs Kaba after a trail, there is no doubt that lifestyle theory, which is a belief under the radical victimology umbrella which suggests that certain individuals who are part of certain groups, such as being black, young, poor and having relations with individuals who are criminals themselves, causes a higher potential for these individuals to become victims of crime, was wildly used (Zaykowski and Campagna, 2014, np). This was capitalised on by the media when Chris Kaba’s background was released to the public (Vaughan, 2024, np; Cambell and Nagesh, 2024, np). For example, Sky News, who does have a biased perspective, focused on Chris Kaba being a member of a ‘notorious gang’ (Vaughan, 2024, np), and that he was a dangerous individual who was a threat to others (Vaughan, 2024, np). While the BBC who again has a biased perspective, focussed their reporting on events that Chris Kaba had done before the shooting, that painted a picture of him being an extremely violent individual (Campbell and Nagesh, 2024, np). For Pollak and Kubrin (2007, p. 59), the argument that media will report on events that are just different from societal norm to shock the dominant culture society are in, as well as the argument that the media simply pander to the beliefs of these dominant cultures must be understood. In 2007, it was found to be rare that black and other ethnic minorities were reported on as victims of crime when compared to the white majority (Pollak and Kubrin, 2007, p. 59), and that instead, the media portray a ‘large proportion’ (Pollak and Kubrin, 2007, p. 59) of offenders to be from  black and ethnic minority backgrounds, when compared to white individuals (Pollak and Kubrin, 2007, p. 59). This is significant because at the time of Chris Kabas death, black and ethnic minorities were still being portrayed negatively in the media (Brown and Mourao, 2021, np), and this was further evidenced with the coverage of Chris Kaba after his death (Campbell and Nagesh, 2024, np). Due to the media portraying black individuals negatively by othering them, it is clear to see that media is utilising lifestyle theory to suggest that many black and ethnic minorities are not victims and almost shouldn’t be treated as such due to choices that they have made in the past (Campbell and Nagesh, 2024, np; Vaughan, 2024, np). Interestingly, the dominant media outlets have not chosen to cover the fact the Chris Kaba was due to be a father at the time of his death, and his child will be raised without their father in their lives, despite the child having to arguably share the trauma of his father death, something that Chris Kaba’s family is already experiencing (Lakha, 2024, np). However, there is an argument to suggest that the officer in the case has also been victimised, and this viewpoint will now be explored further (Metropolitan Police Federation, 2022, np). 
When exploring the victimisation of police officers, there is evidence to suggest that the role of being a police officer can often cause severe mental trauma (Edwards and Kotera, 2020, np). This can be seen in the UK, where a staggering half of officers across the UK had taken sickness leave due to poor mental health in the 5 years leading up to 2020. (Edwards and Kotera, 2020, np). The College of Policing (2018, p. 7), have also suggested this, and there is an acknowledgement that police officers are at a higher risk of developing anxiety, depression and trauma from their role. In the case of Chris Kaba, Officer NX121 described the rationale of his actions in court where he pleaded not guilty to murder (MSN, 2024, np). In court, Officer NX121 stated that he pulled the trigger due to the belief that Chirs Kaba posed an immediate threat to not only his life, but to the life of his colleagues at the time and that after the shooting, he felt relieved at first that the threat was over and that his colleagues were okay, but he soon began to feel awful due to the memory of the incident repeating itself again and again in his head (MSN, 2024, np). This shows that in this case, Officer NX121 could be classed as a victim, as from his perspective, he had to take the shot to prevent death to himself or his colleagues due to the danger of Chris Kaba’s actions at the time, and in his words, he did not mean to kill Chris Kaba (MSN, 2024, np). This event has given him trauma (College of Policing, 2018, p. 7), due to the way in which the incident has affected him (MSN, 2024, np). In addition, before the trial, there were already concerns about Officer NX121’s wellbeing (Metropolitan Police Federation, 2022, np). For example, the Metropolitan Police Federation (2022, np), expressed high levels of concern about the decision taken by the judge of the trail to lift NX121’s anonymity, which resulted in NX121 being publicly named as Martyn Blake (IOPC, 2022, np). This action was taken after pressure from various media outlets to waive Martyn Blakes application to anonymity to ensure that cases are being held publicly so that confidence in the justice system can be improved (Hansen, 2023, np). This is despite the concerns raised to the courts before it was decided that Martyn Blakes anonymity was waived (Hansen, 2023, np). In addition, this was a decision that was unprecedented when looking at the outcomes of a previous case (‘R (on the application of officer W80) (Appellant) v. Director General of the Independent Office for Police Conduct and others (Respondents)’, 2023, p. 3). In this case, which is similar to the Chris Kaba case, the police officer involved kept their anonymity throughout despite the case being taken all the way through the criminal justice system to the Supreme Court (‘R (on the application of officer W80) (Appellant) v. Director General of the Independent Office for Police Conduct and others (Respondents)’, 2023, p. 3). This shows that the courts may have bowed down to media and public pressure in the case of Chris Kaba’s killing by wavering Martyn Blakes anonymity (Hansen, 2023, np). This decision has had consequences as there are reports that suggest that Martyn Blake has had to leave his home due to threats to himself and his family, and the Metropolitan Police reportedly had intelligence of three threats from individuals who were allegedly associated with the same gang as Chris Kaba, who wanted to ‘kill a police officer in retribution for Kaba’s death’ (Blosse and Jolly, 2024, np). Therefore, Martyn Blake has not only had to deal with the trauma of just doing his job and the implications of this (College of Policing, 2018, p. 7), but he has also had to deal with significant threats to himself and his family (Blosse and Jolly, 2024, np). Arguably, this decision has victimised Martyn Blake and his family, as their lives will never be the same again (Blosse and Jolly, 2024, np; College of Policing, 2018, p. 7).
In conclusion, it is clear to see that there are significant implications to applying victimology principles to the murder of Chris Kaba (Curran, 2022, p. 17). For example, it is evident that Chris Kaba’s death has had a significant impact on the lives of many, particularly individuals within black communities, who feel a sense of injustice due to the death of another black unarmed individual at the hands of the police (Lakha, 2024, np). This arguably feeds into the injustice that black communities face with the police and the criminal justice system, as black individuals are still more likely to be stopped and searched by police when compared to individuals who identify as white, showing the dominance of lifestyle choice theory in society (Newburn, 2017, p. 371GOV.UK, 2024, np). While many individuals in society would argue black individuals are more likely to be both victims and perpetrators of crime due to the lifestyle choices that they have made (Newburn, 2017, p. 371), there is also the argument that these individuals do not trust the police or the criminal justice system to protect them, and this is an argument that must be listened to and explored (McNicoll, 2017, np). This killing has also resulted in the victimisation of Chris Kaba’s family, who are now having to go through the worst kind of trauma due to losing a loved one (Lakha, 2024, np). However, this event has also caused trauma to an officer that was carrying out the requirements of his role (MSN, 2024, np). This has resulted in threats made against him and his family (Blosse and Jolly, 2024, np). Therefore, it is clear to see that the handling of this case by lifting the officer’s anonymity has caused further victimisation of individuals involved (Blosse and Jolly, 2024, np; College of Policing, 2018, p. 7). In the future, it is important that the handling of similar cases by the Criminal Justice System is improved by not bowing down to media, so that armed officers are confident that they can make legal and required decisions that are part of their role without fear of punishment, while still holding Officer’s who abuse their power to account (Metropolitan Police Federation, 2022), and so that all involved in the case can have increased confidence that they will get the justice and support that they are seeking (College of Policing, 2018, p. 7).
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