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Many theories have been discussed in the past. In this scrapbook I will be documenting and looking at 3 theorists in more depth. All three of these theorists are considered classical theorists. Collette Gray in an interview (sage publishing 2017) talked about their not being one theory she can define, that encompasses all learning that occurs and uses a definition of learning as the acquisition of knowledge and skills. One theory at a time, working on one aspect of learning. Over the years you can see theories and how they are delivered go in and out of fashion. However in a rough time line the behaviourists such as Skinner were preceded by the philosophers such as Socrates. Vygotsky as seen as belonging to the Constructivists which also included the much published Jean Piaget this is the final theorist that is examined in more depth. Is also a cognitivist but has several differences in thinking to Vygotsky. Maria Montessori theories are linked with those of Maslow and Carl Rogers are known as humanists then followed. Neuroalism and more contemporary theories are copious and include learning styles, classroom management and the teaching and development of learners thinking skills. These theories are deemed to be more modern and the more prolific.
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	Who was SKINNER?

	Benjamin Fredrick Skinner was an American behavioral psychologist, who was also an author and a social philosopher. His thinking stemmed from the behaviorist school of thought and was heavily influenced by fellow behaviorist Thorndike However he disagrees with fellow behaviorist Pavlov whose theory of classical conditioning assumes the learner learns inactively. His own theory is that of operant conditioning where learning involves positive or negative reinforcement and consequences to actions.
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Skinners Box
Operant Conditioning
 The Skinner box is unique in that it is intentionally designed to be relatively small in size, containing only devices essential to the experiment, but allowing the subject room to move freely. Many are also soundproof in an added effort to minimize outside noise influencing the subject. Many Skinner boxes became equipped to automatically dispense food pellets, which further minimized the need for environmental intervention. The Skinner box is still used by psychologists today in research laboratories across the world. Naturally, its design has evolved over time, but the basic principles remain. The required behavior is shaped by giving positive reinforcement i.e. food when a lever is pressed.





A section diagram of Skinners box.

	[image: ]Whole school approach


[image: ]How to use Skinners theory in a practical way, in a school environment.

Each child is in one of four houses. At any time any staff can reward a smiley face to go in the house pot. Also they have an individual smiley face to go in their personal envelope. Redemption of individual tokens can happen on a Friday where they can be redeemed for particular activities or saved and exchanged in the school shop for items such as rubbers and pencil cases.
[image: ]
When a child enters the school the system is explained and there are several posters around the school some made by the children themselves. What can be earned is discussed in school council meetings and appropriate items are purchased.


	How does it work?

	[image: ]In a school environment reward systems are found in many guises On the left is a particular reward scheme in place in a school environment. This scheme covers positive rewards on a whole school basis,
By using Skinners theory of negative reinforcements according to the schools behaviour policy, if an individual exhibits unacceptable behaviour he is sanctioned as seen in the list.





Individual Star Charts
To provide specific goals for one or two individuals.

[image: ]

The basis of Vygotsky’s theory is one of social constructivism. It is an approach to teaching and learning based on the premise that cognition is the result of mental construction. He says that a child is a member of a cultural environment; they are born with basic building blocks and through visual recognition, memory, attention and processing they develop higher order thinking skills. The Most Knowledgeable other (MKO) models the behaviour sometimes unconsciously; the child imitates the behaviour and learns. Recently seen in the supermarket at the checkout, a child of about 1 year old was sat in the trolley, picked up his father’s bank card and attempted to put it in the card machine while pressing buttons on the hand set. No one had deliberately taught these actions but the child had learnt the process and was orientated in time and place to repeat the observed actions and task. His aim is to increase a child’s skills by working with the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) as shown in the picture to the left. Using the MKO who may also be another peer to act as a facilitator, and a process of Scaffolding as coined by Bruner (b 1915) the MKO becomes a facilitator. This is seen when a buddy reading scheme was introduced in school. Older pupils volunteered to listen to readers who were struggling and found reading boring. Results were observed and as well as an improvement in skills they choose books that were interesting to them.


	Who is VYGOTSKY?

 (1896 = 1934)
Born in Russia and wrote over 180 papers of which some are still being translated. Some of the main ideas have had problems in application due to translation and interpretation.

	[image: ]Lev Vygotsky
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[image: ][image: ]Lev Vygotsky Russian theorist banned by Stalin. 
Children from the school council working together to make a new mosaic, to go outside the front of the school. Once shown the basic principles they required some help to mix glue and ideas of how to hang it.
ZPD and MKO? What does Vygotsky mean by these?


What is scaffolding? How to use it in the classroom? 
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This is an example of how scaffolding helped plan for the project Sound and Screen. Headings were given but the content was completely learner led. This was a year 3 group.
Using which ever medium they decide, help them with the practicalities of how to learn more breaking it down into small achievable steps.

To help motivate the child’s interest, choose a subject that they are interested in and make a project board. Put on what they know and what they would like to know.

Model and let the learner know what the expectations and purpose of the finished activity is.

Make sure that the child does not wander too far from the subject and that they have not been distracted.

Have a good understanding of the child’s abilities and guide them into not making too many mistakes. Be aware at what stages they may require more help.

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]

 

What is Piaget all about?


Can deal with hypothetical concepts
Can solve problems in a systematic ,logical way
Can perform operations with familiar material
No longer egocentric
Can conserve
Can not deal with abstract tasks


There are copious accounts and interpretations of Jean Piaget’s ‘work. He is umbrellered under the same group of theorists as Dewey and Bandura. His theory is based upon the fact that a human processes the information in the brain and searches for relationships. It is easily explained when you think about a jigsaw one piece without the others is no use. Piaget in principle believes that knowledge is acquired through the combination of experiences and level of development and emotion in an individual .He sets out four stages of thinking.
                              [image: ]




THese
Has symbolic thought
Egocentrism
Inability to conserve
Lives in the here and now

Full object permanence lacking
[image: ]
Piaget disagreed with the chalk and talk method of education as advocated by the behaviourists. The writer can agree with that as I find it very easy to quote the formula for solving a quadratic equation but not a clue how to use it. He came to his theories by initially observing his own children. His theory has been widely influential in the education field and it is generally believed he was the first to make an attempt at the understanding of internal thinking. After making detailed notes of his observations being the first building blocks of child development In contrast to Vygotsky he does not place much emphasis on the role of the teacher .Another aspect that differs from Vygotsky is that Piaget does not take into account society and culture around the child and how it effects the movement upwards in the stages.

He emphasised how the learner arrives at an answer and so enable them to judge the child’s readiness to learn. Within the classroom acknowledge effort as well as achievement.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Each theory has its advantages and disadvantages. Having knowledge of different theories enriches the environment and produces more opportunities for learners and teachers to grow depending on which theory they find easier to adopt. Personally I prefer the opportunity to discover for myself with a little guidance.
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Skinners experiments with rats
The Skinner Box
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Zone of Proximal Development
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