What does Paul Gilroy identify as the defining characteristics of ‘the Black Atlantic’? And why does Gilroy place importance of ships in his analysis? Level 6 students’ answers should also comment on why Gilroy thinks the concept of the Black Atlantic helps ‘transcend … national particularity.’
Paul Gilroy identifies the defining characteristics of the Black Atlantic as a vibrant diaspora and double consciousness of people which are all linked together. Gilroy also thinks the Black Atlantic helps transcend national particularity, meaning it is not just part of one nationality, as it does not just effect one nation but instead effects many who were involved in the slave trade especially the diaspora of Africans within the Western world, this can especially be seen on the importance Gilroy places on ships in this chapter. Also this explains why he spends a considerable portion talking about Martin Delaney as he represents what the Black Atlantic is to Gilroy. 
Gilroy places particular importance on ships in his analysis of the Black Atlantic as they are an integral part of the Black Atlantic. It was these ships that made the diaspora of Africans in the Atlantic due to the slave trade and linked nations together in trade. Therefore without these diasporas there would not be a double consciousness found within them, where the people hold a relation to where they live now but also their original heritage. Furthermore the ships themselves as Gilroy states were a “living microculture, micro-political systems in motion”[footnoteRef:1] which posed as vessels which furthered industrialism and also modernism through the slave trade. It was ships that took black people from their homelands and placed them in a new country, but like in the case of Fredrick Douglas they were also a source of freedom. This is seen as it is Irish sailors who first talk to him about escaping slavery and his knowledge of ships that help him pose as a sailor to make his escape from slavery. Gilroy pays close attention to Turner’s painting of a slave ship as it was shown in 1840 in London for the anti-slavery convention but was then sold to an American buyer in Boston as the owner Ruskin found the painting “too painful to live with”[footnoteRef:2]. This presents the Black Atlantic as Gilroy thinks it transcends national particularity as it also effects America and is part of American history hence the American buyer of the slave ship as it is also part of their culture. This is because the slave trade greatly affected Americas politics as seen in the American Civil War and still to this day could be said to effect attitudes towards race.   [1:  Paul Gilroy , The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness (New York: Verso Books, 1993), p. 4.]  [2:  Ibid, p.14. ] 

Gilroy also portrays the importance of music in the Black Atlantic, this also helps to present how the Black Atlantic transcends national particularity. This is because as presented by Gilroy the music of the black diaspora connects it to each other. Therefore then the music is not part of any one particular nationality but a mix of many that link them together through their shared African heritage. As Gilroy points out, in the Soul II Soul song “Keep On Moving”[footnoteRef:3] this was remixed in a Jamaican format thus presenting the link between the black diaspora as Gilroy calls it a “diasporic intimacy”[footnoteRef:4]. This is important for Gilroy to focus on as music is an important part of African culture which has continued by the black community after they were taken into slavery. This can also be seen in the writings of Fredrick Douglas and Olaudah Equiano who emphasise the importance of music to the Africans and the slaves. This is important as they come from two different diasporas but share the same sentiment towards music thus backing up the point that Gilroy makes that the Black Atlantic transcends national particularity as many can identify to this song even if they are not part of the same nationality.   [3:  Ibid p.16.]  [4:  Ibid, p.16.] 

Furthermore, Gilroy also pays close attention to Martin Delaney who was a black intellectual and former slave. Gilroy does this because Delaney’s life presents the double consciousness of slaves as Delaney strives to be acknowledged as an American citizen not just an African. But as Gilroy points out Delaney also held strong connections to Africa such as wearing a “dashiki”[footnoteRef:5] even carrying out a scientific expedition there and vowing to return there with his family showing that he held a connection to both Africa and the States thus presenting the double consciousness he held. This is an important feature that Gilroy tries to represent when talking about the Black Atlantic which explains why he focuses on a long discussion on Delaney and his life. Ships also play an important role in Delaney’s life as he travelled to various places as an intellectual thus presenting how important ships were in the black diaspora.  [5:  Ibid, p.20. ] 

In conclusion, the defining characteristics of the Black Atlantic is the important cultural and economic impact it had which are represented by ships which is why Gilroy puts such importance upon them. Gilroy also puts a significant importance upon the double consciousness which the Black Atlantic creates therefore the impact of the black Atlantic transcends national particularity as this effects the many black diasporas. This is why he pays close attention to Martin Delaney as he represents the double consciousness which effects those in the black Atlantic.
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