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[bookmark: _Toc71049409]Introduction: 

Virtual learning has been with us for many years but now it is being very helpful in the current Corona-Virus situation we face. So, in this report, I will show my research on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment, also known as VLE, on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus which is Moodle, and I made a questionnaire to my classroom to get to know others’ opinions on their experience. VLE is a web-based software system meant for teachers and students use to share resources and activities and it is considered to motivate learners and improve their independent learning skills (Firefly). In this research, we will see if virtual education is in perfect shape or if it needs a lot of developments, not only with students’ thoughts but with professionals’ hypotheses and previous studies done about this topic. Moodle was created in the late 1970 and since then it’s been trusted worldwide with 213 million users (Moodle, 2020) with its developments over the years it will be easy to fix any problem found in this research.









[bookmark: _Toc71049410]The rationale of the study: 

This study was conducted to verify if Virtual Learning Environment gives more motivation, which has a bigger impact on student’s achievements and what is learners’ opinions compared to traditional learning (Barker, J., Gossman, P. [2013]). This research is important for its information regarding virtual learning and the effect it causes on students and with data gathered if any change is necessary, it will be possible to improve and take education to a better level. Another purpose of this study was to challenge me on data collection that I see as one of my weaknesses but because is a short group I believe I’m going to develop my skill and, in the future, I will have more experience.


[bookmark: _Toc71049411]Literature Review: 

[bookmark: _Toc71049412]Positive Impacts
VLE brings a lot of benefits like easy navigation to find documents when needed, it is time saving as there is no need to move around.
More welcome environment, shy people rarely speak in class but with virtual learning, their anxiety and discomfort can go away as they in their personal space like a room or any place of their home. The money you save by taking virtual lessons is also noticeable when you don’t pay for transport, school lunch, and materials like books. Individuals that use VLE will notice an improvement in their tech skill for being more familiarized with the computer and software (S. Johnson [2019]).

[bookmark: _Toc71049413]Negative Impacts
The other side of the coin for Virtual Learning Environment is problems like attention durations that are not that long and get easily distracted by other things. As well as people that are not that good with technology that will need some training before using the software.
But one of the majors’ limitations of VLE is the absence of human-to-human interaction that affects learning for not having group discussions or team building activities (S. Johnson [2019]).




[bookmark: _Toc71049414]Research Methodology: 

This descriptive quantitative research was supported with an online survey made on Monkey Survey which was sent to Digital and research methods students which are 24 in total (sample frame) but only 15 (sample size) of them completed the survey. Class notes, research of published sources through the Internet and books were also made to gather additional information.
Inferential statistics narrative and charts were the way data was analysed and purposive sampling used as a sampling technique.

[bookmark: _Toc71049415]Analysis & Discussions: 

1. I feel safer learning online than traditionally.

From this data, we can see most of the classroom (86%) feel safer with online learning and that should be due to non-physical interactions with each other and with this pandemic situation is quite normal people feel this way but on the other hand, some students (14%) feel traditional learning safer. 


2. VLE helped me improve my independent learning.

VLE is helping to improve independent learning of 4/5 of the entire classroom which is reasonable as we don’t have the presence of teachers on our side to answer individual doubts and must find answers by ourselves although 13% disagree with this statement and 1 student who didn’t agree or disagree must have not experienced any impact with VLE at all.


3. Moodle has a positive impact on my learning.

Almost ¼ of the class didn’t have a positive impact on learning with Moodle with half of them feeling it didn’t affect their studies and the other half feeling it harmed their learning. The rest 74% thinks Moodle impacted positively, and most of them strongly agreed what must prove the content shared is very useful.


4. I know how to use Moodle.


Only one out of 15 students don’t know how to use Moodle and that can harm learning as he/she don’t know how to access resources until they learn how to use it. 
We can also observe that only 27% feels a lot confident in their ability to use Moodle. In general, it seems easy to use Moodle, but it needs some developments to be easy access to every student.


5. Virtual Learning Environment expands more possibilities for students and teachers than traditional learning.

What we can read from this data is that 67% of students believe in the potential of VLE while others see no difference or prefer to stick with traditional as VLE doesn’t bring them more benefits to their learning. The lack of confidence in online learning may come from students who don’t get a chance to express themselves in-class time as they would in traditional learning.


6. I feel motivated with online learning.

40% of the class don’t feel motivated with online lessons, that is maybe because they don’t get that in-class feeling and get easily distracted with other things around them, so they prefer traditional learning instead. The rest of the class may feel motivated because they get more free time as they don’t need to travel and can make use of breaks to continue what they were doing before class.

7. I was well informed on how to use Moodle.

2 students don’t agree with this statement which means there is some problem in communication. It could be from the speaker or the listener either way it is a problem that needs to be fixed as it will be impossible or take much longer to understand Moodle and again will lead to don’t have how to access the resources.
The good news is 81% of the class was well informed since the beginning.


8. I did my best to understand how to use Moodle.

Everyone did their best to use Moodle besides one student which means the communication problem doesn’t come just from, the teachers but from the students too. And I suppose he is not the only one, and this reflects on their studies as they are not able to see content shared by professors and not even access resources beneficial for them.
9. I enjoy online learning lessons.

The most important question, in my opinion, is this one as it demonstrates what students feel, 73% of the responses were positive and 27% were not. This means most of the class likes being there, but when we focus on the others, we can tell some problems still need to be fixed.


10. A switch between online and traditional lessons every week would improve the quality of learning.


This last question was a solution that I thought would satisfy everyone and I wanted to see pupils’ opinion about it. 60% of them agreed with my idea with 20% strongly supporting it. But like any idea that will be people that will not agree with you, maybe they want only online lessons or only traditional, either way, this solution is not yet completed and is still accessible for some adjustments.



[bookmark: _Toc71049416]Research Ethics: 

To show respect to the ones who took part in this research I protected their privacy and personal data from identity thief making the students not having to answer any question that relates to gender, ethnic origin, or religious beliefs as they were not useful for my case study. Furthermore, I asked students if they could fill my questionnaire without ever force them to do it and the questions asked were directly related to the study. I have followed honesty, courtesy, confidentiality, and integrity on the course of this research in term of ethics to prevent embarrassment or expose participants to mental stress.









[bookmark: _Toc71049417]Limitations: 

One of the biggest limitations of this research was the number of people willing to complete the survey. I believe my work could be more accurate if every one of my classrooms had done it but regard that I believe one of the major limitations was not to be able to interview teachers and students as it would give a better view of both sides and it would allow getting to a better solution even faster.






[bookmark: _Toc71049418]Conclusion: 

In this research, I have realised what VLE means and their benefits on our learning as well as the disadvantages it brings and to evaluated student’s opinion on Virtual Learning Environment, I used 10 different questions to try to see if everyone liked this way of learning, if they prefer traditional over virtual, also trying to find the problem of those who don’t enjoy or have difficulties. By analysing the charts and comparing what professionals consider Virtual Learning, I could understand how this type of learning will increase our productivity and improve our results due to its easy navigation and accessibility, on the other hand, it will be difficult for individuals who are not familiar with computers or don’t have a good internet connection at home. I could conclude that a big part of students feels motivated with online learning and that will allow them to become better independent learners, although some students don't enjoy online lessons, I believe that is caused by their technological skills or time management of the person. We can understand virtual education is enhancing education on its whole and I am very interested in what more can we expect from it. If any future research is done by others, I would interview both teachers and students to understand not only the students' benefits and problems but also lecturers too. 
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Responses
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	None of the above

	1. I feel safer learning online than traditionally.

	
7
	
6
	
1
	
1
	
0

	2. VLE helped me improve my independent learning.

	
3
	
9
	
2
	
0
	
1

	3. Moodle has a positive impact on my learning.

	
7
	
4
	
2
	
0
	
2

	4. I know how to use Moodle.

	
4
	
10
	
1
	
0
	
0

	5. Virtual Learning Environment expands more possibilities for students and teachers than traditional learning.

	

4
	

6
	

4
	

0
	

1

	6. I feel motivated with online learning.
	
2
	
7
	
2
	
3
	
1

	7. I was well informed on how to use Moodle.
	
6
	
6
	
2
	
0
	
1

	8. I did my best to understand how to use Moodle.

	
6
	
8
	
0
	
1
	
0

	9. I enjoy online learning lessons
	
5
	
6
	
2
	
1
	
1

	10. A switch between online and traditional lessons every week would improve the quality of learning.
	
3
	
6
	
4
	
1
	
1




Responses	



Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7	6	1	1	

Responses	



Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	None of the above	3	9	2	1	

Responses	



Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	None of the above	7	4	2	2	

Responses	



Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	4	10	1	

Responses	



Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	None of the above	4	6	4	1	

Responses	




Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	None of the above	2	7	2	3	1	

Responses	



Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	None of the above	6	7	2	1	

Responses	


Strongly Agree	Agree	Strongly Disagree	6	8	1	

Responses	




Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	None of the above	5	6	2	1	1	

Responses	




Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	None of the above	3	6	4	1	1	
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