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	Target 1 
	To ensure all references are accurate and follow the Harvard referencing protocols. For example, note the author’s name (not the document name) within your in-text citation. Every single document or author mentioned should be followed by a reference

	Target 2 
	To ensure you support your views with reference to appropriate literature. Before each assignment, use the module reading list (found within the Module Handbook) to guide and broaden your choice of literature.



In this assignment I will be discussing how observation works within a foundation phase setting and also how I have observed and how it will benefit me in my future of teaching. In the foundation phase there are many areas of learning that the children are able to use such as indoor, outdoor and also enhanced provision areas. The video that I chose was the focus task that was teacher led. There were 4 children included in the activity and the activity was of the children having to work together to put shapes into 2D and 3D shapes. The learning environment in the video was of a small group on the carpet of the classroom with a teacher directing the task and then asking the children questions to ensure that they understood what was expected of them and then they were left to work in pairs to sort a variety of 2D and 3D shapes to make sure they understood the difference between 2D and 3D shapes. The research question that I used was ‘to what extent does a focus group provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning’. (See appendix 1) 
The foundation Phase is made up of methods and many pedagogies which enables the teachers to have an understanding on what the children need to be taught and what will help the children to learn. The pedagogy is the method of teaching. It encompasses teaching styles, teaching theories, feedback and assessment. (Hwb.gov.wales, 2015). Within the foundation phase there have been theorists which have influenced the way that teachers are able to teach and which way is more beneficial for the children. Tina Bruce is a theorist who has influenced teaching by illustrating that children learn through play. She believes that children learn through play by it using it to build on their development. They are able to use natural and man-made resources to understand what they are able to do with different resources (Reference, 2020). According to Early Education (2020) ‘Froebel considered the whole child’s, health, physical development, the environment, emotional well-being, mental ability, social relationships and spiritual aspects of development as important.’ This shows that Frobel focused on the child altogether and would focus their learning on what he had found. There are many ways in which children are able to learn, these are ways such as having a teacher led activity and a child let activity or a directed instruction. Teacher led is where the teacher is at the front of the classroom or group of children and they are delivering the lesson. (Tes Editorial, 2018). Child led is where the children are able to have input in what they are learning about and whether they need more support in some subjects, they are also able to help to choose what objects and equipment that they use throughout the activity. Cicerchia (2020). A theorist who agrees with child-led learning is Jerome Bruner. He believes that the children need to be able to learn new concepts of things with the help of parents and teachers, they begin with the support of parents and teachers and he believes that they become more independent in their studies and they are able to acquire new skills and knowledge from the world around them. (Wood, 1976). Frobel believes in the children having teacher-led activities. He believes that the children should learn what they are doing from the teachers and parents but when the teacher believes that they are ready to be independent that they encourage the child to become independent in some activities. (Tovey, 2019). While observing the children in the video, I had observed that the children were in a teacher directed lesson where the teacher had directed the task and was explaining to the children what she wanted the children to do and what needed to be done to complete the task. The task that they were participating in was a problem solving activity where they had to sort shapes into 2D and 3D shapes. During the activity I was able to see the children working together to sort out the shapes into being a 3D shape and 2D shape. I had also observed that some of the children were able to do it alone and if their partner needed help they were able to support them. If any of the children were asked any questions they were all able to answer them. They had completed the activity well and got all of the shapes into the correct category. (See appendix 2).
The Leuven scale was created by ‘Ferre Laevers and the students of Leuven University’, they made the Leuven Scale to help understand how the children are feeling and how focused they are within the setting. There are 2 scales of the Leuven Scale, one is for emotional well-being and the other scale is for the level of involvement that the children have in the lesson. (Laever,1995). When using the Leuven scale it allows the children to have high-levels of both their well-being and also their involvement and have a deep learning experience from the lesson. A child who is happy and involved is a child who is able to experience. The well-being of the child is then focused on the extent of the children that feel at ease, when the children feel at ease they show more self-confidence and are able to show more interest and work better. (Early Learning). I was able to choose to use observation to observe the video that I have watched, I feel that it was the best way to be able to observe and evaluate how the children have done throughout the activity. I was able to make my own observation schedule by having others that I was able to look at and feel what I thought would work within my observation and what I needed to have in it so that I was able to include all of the information that I had gathered. I was then able to develop the observation schedule to my video to add additional information. I would do this in an ordinary classroom by asking the teacher for consent and consent from the parents and the children which I would be observing. I would talk to my teacher about what my observation is about and what activity I would be observing of the students and ensure that the teacher allows it. I would make sure to do the observation when the teacher or T.A is available to do the activity ensuring that I have the sufficient time with the children to have an accurate observation. 
When doing research and observation there needs to be ethics that are used to ensure that the children who are being observed are unable to be identified. The children that are part of the observation must be able to give assent to show that they are willing to participate, the parent or teacher of the classroom must give consent of the child to participate. Any data that has been collected must be used in the correct way and must not breach any confidentiality. (Gelling 1999). Anonymity means that the researcher or another person is unable to identify the child from the information that is provided to them. Anonymization of data is where they are able to share the research that has been collected but needs to ensure that it is confidential so that the child is protected. No data of the child such as identifying information should be collected, such as their name or their address so that the participant is protected. All of the data should be anonymized at the source so that no one other than the observer knows what participant it is. (University of Essex, 2020). There are 2 types of collective data, these are qualitative data and quantitative data. Qualitative data is used to be able to collect non-numerical data, this is used to find meanings, opinions and also underlying reasons from subjects. This can be a very popular method for collecting qualitative data some of these methods include: focus groups, experiments and interviews. Quantitative data is used to gather data which includes numerical data. This is then used to quantify any opinions, behaviours or other defined variables. Some of these most commonly used methods are polls and surveys. (McLeod,2019). There are ways in which the teachers have to be exceptive to being ethical, they are able to do this by handing out consent sheets so that the parents are able to give their consent to what the teacher would like to happen, the parents would also have to talk to the child to make sure that they are comfortable and willing to do the activity. As a teacher we would also have to talk to the children so that it is explained what is expected of them throughout the session, with all of this in place this then ensures that the children are not introduced to any harm by people knowing who they are. This could be emotional harm from the child knowing that someone could identify them. They also get told that they are able to withdraw at any time from the activity if they do not want to participate any further. Another implication is ensuring that all of the information that is collected is proof read so that all of the information is checked for any confidentiality breaches. While observing the children I made sure that I was not breaching any confidentiality by making all of my notes anonymous so that none of the children could be identified. I made sure that I went over all of my notes to ensure that there was no breach of confidentiality. 
To conclude after doing this assignment I have found that observation is a vital part of the foundation phase, I have found that the observation is able to benefit the teachers in their teaching and learning, this is because they are able to use their observation to show what the children do well and what they need to improve on. I have also found out that it is a struggle for teachers because there are vital parts of the observation that may be missed while making other notes. I have also found out that there are many areas that the children are able to learn and there are different benefits and disadvantages for the different areas. I found that the Leuven Scale was a very useful scale to use as I was able to look back at what the targets were for each level and I was able to use them to find out what the children were at throughout the activity. I feel that observation was not a strong point within my observing because I was missing out vital parts of the activity that the children were doing as I was writing down notes and taking my eyes away from the video. I feel this will transform my professional practice in the future because I will be able to use what I have done to help me to improve on my practice, I will do this by ensuring that I focus more on the children that writing in depth notes and also observing on less children so that I am able to focus more on the children so that I am able to have more of an idea of the children during the activity. I feel that the activity that the children had done overall was beneficial for the children and the teacher because the children were able to express their understanding to the teacher and observer and the observer is able to have a clear view on who understood the objective and who was a less interested in the activity. This is able to influence my teaching as I am able to use what I have found in my research to influence what I teach and how I am able to teach the children different activities which is able to benefit their learning. If I were to do this again the research question that I would be observing is ‘is enhanced provision outdoor more beneficial for the children to learn than enhanced provision indoors’. 
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Appendix 1.
Observation schedule.
Name of observer: 
Date: 
Time: 
Context. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Year group: 
Lesson: 
Number of Pupils:  
Focus Question: 
Observation: 
1. Extremely Low- Pupil hardly shows any activity, no concentration, passive attitude, no mental activity. 
2. Low- Pupil shows some activity, but is often interrupted, easily distracted, action only leads to limited results. 
3. Moderate- Pupil is busy without real concentration, activities are short lived, capabilities are not used to their full extent. 
4. High- Clear signs of involvement, but these are not always present to their full extent, engagement without interruption. 
5. Extremely High- Continuously engaged in the activity, absolutely focused, mental activity and experience are intense. 
	Children/ Minutes. 
	1 Minute 
	2 Minutes 
	2:50 Minutes. 
	Average Score

	Child A 
	
	
	
	

	Child B 
	
	
	
	

	Child C 
	
	
	
	

	Child D 
	
	
	
	



	Additional Comments
	

	Child A 
	

	Child B 
	 

	Child C 
	

	Child D 
	 



Appendix 2.
Observation schedule.
Name of observer: Danielle Evans
Date: 29/04/2020
Time: 14:00
Context. 
Year group: Reception 
Lesson: 2D and 3D shapes. 
Number of Pupils: 4 
Focus Question: To what extent does a focus group provide opportunities for pupil’s involvement learning. 
Observation: Involvement

6. Extremely Low- Pupil hardly shows any activity, no concentration, passive attitude, no mental activity. 
7. Low- Pupil shows some activity, but is often interrupted, easily distracted, action only leads to limited results. 
8. Moderate- Pupil is busy without real concentration, activities are short lived, capabilities are not used to their full extent. 
9. High- Clear signs of involvement, but these are not always present to their full extent, engagement without interruption. 
10. Extremely High- Continuously engaged in the activity, absolutely focused, mental activity and experience are intense. 
	Children/ Minutes. 
	1 Minute 
	2 Minutes 
	2:50 Minutes. 
	Average Score

	Child A 
	3
	4
	3
	3

	Child B 
	5
	5
	4
	5

	Child C 
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Child D 
	5
	5
	4
	5






	Additional Comments
	

	Child A 
	Child A was not making any eye contact with the teacher until there were questions asked.
The child put their hand up to answer the question and was able to answer the question correctly. 
Child A starts to fidget and starts to loose attention to the session. 
When the teacher told the children to work in pairs Child A was sorting the shapes out alone and not communicating with a partner. 

	Child B 
	Child B was very interested in the subject and was concentrating well in the lesson. 
Child B was able to tell the teacher what 2D and 3D shapes are. 
They put their hand up to answer every question. 
There was continuous eye contact to the teacher. 
Child B did not work with Child A when sorting out the shapes. 
Child B was able to help Child A when they struggled trying to figure out where the shape was meant to go. 
Overall Child B was very focused on the task and was able to work out where the shapes they had were meant to go. 

	Child C 
	Child C started to fidget and play with the equipment towards the start of the session. 
They started to go off task very early in the session and was not interested in the activity. 
There was no eye contact with the teacher. 
Child C was able to work with Child D well when sorting out the shapes, they worked together to make sure that the shapes were in the right space. 
Child C was able to answer the questions that they were asked by the teacher. 

	Child D 
	Child D was very focused throughout the activity. 
They were able to answer all of the questions that were asked but did not put their hand up. 
Child D was able to work well with Child C 
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