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The Importance of Education:
Education is seen to be one of the most important factors in the resultant standing of a person within society, with the common correlation being that those who attain at higher levels of education will then be more successful, valued members of society. This is evidenced by the statement that: “almost as a reflex, researchers include educational attainment as one of the normal “suspects” in multivariate analyses of almost any outcome of sociological interest.” (Kingston, P, et Al, 2003, Page 53,). Which then proceeds to elaborate on how educational attainment can be a major variable in multiple aspects of life, for example, their “allocations” in the future, whereby “education can be a valuable credential, creating opportunities for the group that has a particular degree.” (Kingston, P, et Al, 2003, Page 55).
This is expanded upon by the statement that “Level of education is the strongest predictor of outcomes (compared to age, gender, income, employment status, and marital status) in all models, except for the outcomes of wellbeing and health.” (https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/2014/08/11/what-impact-does-education-have-on-your-wellbeing). Which continues to back up the correlation of a better education leading to a better standing in society. Off the back of this statement, one could theorise that should an ideal world where a high standard of education is universal exist, it would eliminate issues such as unemployment, and poor healthcare due to lack of medical professionals, along with other socioeconomic issues, which further emphasises the importance of education in the modern age.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Furthermore, it has been shown that education has a strong relationship with a person’s social views, as shown by Easterbrook, Kuppens, and Manstead, where they state that “A range of studies analyzing data collected in Europe have found that lower education levels are associated with greater levels of prejudice, ethnic exclusionism, xenophobia, and negative attitudes towards immigration and immigrants” (Easterbrook. M. J., Et Al, 2015, Page 1265) which continues to support the opinion that a vast number of social and political issues can be solved through the medium of education, as it would appear that, when viewed form a certain perspective, a majority of the aforementioned issues could simply be due to a subconscious ‘fear of the unknown’ and a ‘fear of change’. For example: a person holding xenophobic beliefs may well only do so due to not understanding other cultures and how their practices differ to the persons own, causing them to resist the influence of said culture in an offensive way. A matter which could very easily be rectified through educating the person on the topic of different cultures.
Due to the evidenced consensus that education is a key factor in a person’s social standings and values, it would seem beneficial for more time and effort to be placed into a more comprehensive education programme, in order to continue the diversification of modern society and culture, for “More educated respondents are significantly less racist and place greater value on cultural diversity” (Hainmueller and Hiscox, 2007, Page 402). Which would hence reduce the social, political, and cultural strains currently felt in many developed countries.
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