


The main intention of this essay is to research and critically analyse the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement, which occurred in response to the killing of George Floyd. Aspects surrounding the need for and importance of the movement will be evaluated, followed by the publics’ response to the killing. Firstly, according to Giddens (2001) race within sociology is acknowledged as a group of social relations, distinguished based on biological differences. These social groups often reproduce social power and inequality, for instance ‘Whiteness’ or white enculturation. Green, Sonn and Matsebula (2007) indicate that white enculturation aims to racially reproduce white individuals through the vision of a ‘white world’. Therefore, implying that this specific race is socially seen as superior and higher ranking compared to BAME races, thus indicating the need for and importance of the movement. Additionally, Giddens (2001) suggested that ethnicity refers to cultural factors, including language, history and culture. It is believed that ethnicity is used to set the communities apart from one another, therefore acting as a characteristic similar to race. Howard and Renfrow (2014) implied that both race and ethnicity can be connected to stigma, which is commonly known as the criticism or disapproval of an individual established due to their characteristics that differentiate them. Relating this to race, stigma creates and maintains material inequalities within prejudice, exclusion and poverty which is long rooted in history. 

Referring to hate, ultimately race can have a seriously negative impact on individuals’ lives, through the experience of hate crime. According to the Crown Prosecution Service (2017) legislation acknowledges five categories of hate crime: Race, Religion, Disability, Sexual orientation and Transgender identity. The Home Office (2022) suggested that a hate crime is any crime where the perpetrator’s hostility or prejudice against an identifiable group of people is a factor in determining who is victimised. According to Crown Prosecution Service (2017) under legislation any crime can be prosecuted as a hate crime if the offender has either displayed hostility or been motivated by hostility based upon race, religion, disability, sexual orientation or transgender identity. The Home Office (2022) revealed that in the year ending March 2022, a total of 155,841 hate crimes were recorded by police across England and Wales. With Goodier (2022) identifying that high profile events such as the killing of George Floyd and the Black Lives Matter movement protests that followed saw an increase in hate crime. This could be a potential reasoning for the increase in the Home Offices hate crime statistics for the year March 2021 to March 2022.

Introducing the Black Lives Matter movement, Hillstrom (2018) indicated that Black Lives Matter began in the United States as a hashtag which spread across social media platforms, reaching the United Kingdom during 2012. The hashtag emerged as a result of the acquittal of George Zimmerman, a neighbourhood watchman. According to Campbell (2021) the Black Lives Matter movement acts as a social and political movement with the aim and importance of preventing police brutality and improving racial equality globally. As this hashtag spread, protests developed across the United Kingdom and the United States. However, according to Beanman (2021) the killing of George Floyd in America saw the colossal growth for the Black Lives Matter movement in 2020. This involved a white serving police officer killing George Floyd, a Black American individual. This incident led to the Parliament of the European Union voting to proclaim the movement. This suggests that the movement is of immense importance globally, despite the public questioning why George Floyd’s death sparked the substantial support. Ultimatley, Smart (2020) indicated that the killing sparked a rise in the movement as this was the final straw in a long line of injustices faced. 

However, there are many theories to suggest why this specific incident caused the immense growth for the movement, such as hegemony. According to Cole (2020) hegemony is where a dominant class in society who control the political and ideological institution of society. Therefore, in response to the public killing of George Floyd it was made clear to citizens that the individuals who felt they were a part of a dominant class, did in fact feel that they had the right to treat George Floyd in the manner that caused his death. This theory could imply that the movement grew following this as it acted as a realisation to individuals across the world that over policing and police brutality was not going to end easily. This idea of hegemony connects to the conflict theory of racism, as Giddens (2001) refers to the relationship between racism and prejudice and power and inequality. This theory relates to the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement as it indicates the killing of George Floyd a black individual who became a victim of prejudice from a white individual of power. 

Concerning the public response to this movement, especially at the time of the George Floyd killing the ‘All Lives Matter’ movement was created. Carney (2016) suggested that the use of ‘#AllLivesMatter’ against ‘#BlackLivesMatter’ portrays a dominant ideology and shows a desire for supremacy such as ‘whiteness’ by being perceived as an opposition to the original movement. As Green, Sonn and Matsebula (2007) previously suggested that whiteness must be recognised as normative and omnipresent, which was threatened by the Black Lives Matter movement. In addition, the All-Lives Matter movement reinforces social constructivism, as the All-Lives Matter protests suggests the BLM movement had been interpretated wrongly by members of the public as other lives do not matter. Although, Jones (2019) stated that the movement was not created to ignore other races, it aims to change the years of mistreatment towards the BAME community. In agreeance, Jones (2019) reinforced that the Black Lives Matter movement doesn’t mean white lives are not important, it works to express that black lives are viewed of less value as a result of white supremacy. Although, Hillstrom (2018) argued that the leaders of the Black Lives Matter movement consider the backlash they have faced as confirmation that their strategies have been effective when challenging ‘whiteness’ and racial inequality. 

Providing historical and contemporary background on both the United Kingdom and the United States police service, institutional racism seems to be an issue. As Oakley (1999) suggested that within the policing there were and currently are ‘rotten apples’ which describes officers that use their power to satisfy their own prejudice. In order to establish the severity of the institutional racism, the relationship between diverse communities and the police service need to be analysed. Historically, during 1999 the public saw the release of the Macpherson report. Which according to the UK Parliament (2021) was a result of a groundless, racist knife attack. The report uncovered major failings by the United Kingdom police when dealing with incidents and victims of the BME communities. This suggests that historically the relationship between the police and black individuals was not tolerable. Also, this suggest that there is a level of supremacy within policing against the Black Lives Matter movement, as Jones (2019) identified that social movements which act against large systems and authorities can identify and establish a power imbalance. Which would be the case as the movement aims to prevent institutional racism from prevailing. 

In addition, despite efforts to improve institutional racism following the Macpherson report, Walcott (2021) stated that an action plan was introduced by the Mayor of London in hope to improve the publics’ trust and confidence in the Metropolitan police. According to Walcott (2001) the mayor recognised that the BAME community was not represented suitably in the service. This came as statistics found that by the end of the year 2020, only 7.5% of police officers across all of England and Wales were members of the BAME community. When concerning the United States, Boddie (2022) suggested that the police service does not only over police and criminalise black individuals but also black communities. This implies that members of the black community are commonly seen as the “usual” target for the police, which therefore indicates that the relationship between the police and the black community is not acceptable. Overall, Smart (2020) suggests that diversity has never amounted to equality.

This can also link to the labelling theory which was introduced by Howard Becker. In this case, as the incident occurred in a public place it indicates a negative labelling of race as the killing implied to the world that the black community have violent deviance. As Smart (2020) revealed that George Floyd should have only faced a low-level offence, if any. But instead, the officer, Derek Chauvin, treated him as though the was a violent threat, handcuffing, throwing him to the ground and kneeling on his head 

Furthermore, when establishing the relationship, the stop and search rates must be considered. The Home Office (2021) published statistics which were collected from police forces across England and Wales, showing that black individuals were seven times more likely to be stopped and searched when compared to white individuals. Halford (2022) implies that during Covid-19, the same year as the killing of George Floyd, the stop and search rates increased drastically. This claims that the police in the United Kingdom were over policing and abusing their powers when it came to the black community. Which therefore suggesting racial discrimination is still being shown despite the rise in the Black Lives Matter movement. In agreeance, according to Smart (2020) these stop and searches and over policing cannot at all be justified, as there is no evidence to suggest that members of the BAME community hold criminal genes or commit considerably more crime than other races. 

Whilst referring to hate and diversity, in relation to the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement, it shows that disciplinary power does exist. As despite the theory being introduced by Foucault, Widder (2004) suggested that disciplinary power is the type of power an individual exerts over themselves, which is reinforced by society. Therefore, applying this theory to the movement, it suggests that racism is constantly reconstructed throughout social construction due to the disciplinary power of whiteness. Also, the UK Parliament (2021) uncovered some statistics that argue disciplinary power and hate still remain. The statistics show that just above 750,000 race related cases were recorded across England and Wales during 2019 and 2020. This therefore, signalling that racial hatred prevails to remain a crucial issue for the 21st century. 

In closing, critically analysing the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to the killing of George Floyd, it is clear that the movement grew immensely following the incident as according to Giddens (2001) it revealed a clear relationship between race and inequality. Despite the movement there remains issues with hate and diversity for many, displayed by the biased stop and search rates across the United Kingdom. As the Home Office (2021) found that black individuals were seven times more likely to be stopped and searched than white individuals. Which showed that the police service had used abused their powers and acted bias based upon their personal prejudice. The rise in the movement as a result of the killing caused a clear link between many theories and racism, such as stigma, hegemony, whiteness, the labelling theory and disciplinary power. It identified the over policing and abuse of police powers shown towards black communities, established across the United Kingdom and the United States. Ultimately, from the research provided the killing produced a rise in the movement due to the clear ignorance and inequality that remains between race and power differences that are reproduced through social theories, such as social construction.
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