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Essay one: 
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? 
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

This essay will look at several incidents including the Brixton riots of 1981 and the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993, this essay will cover the racism in the police at that time, the misconduct within the police service at that time and what impact this event had on the police service and how modern policing has changed due to a contribution of these events if at all.

To give a brief background on the Brixton London riots in 1981 the black community felt like they were being targeted by white police officers with an increased amount of stop searches in the area on black people by white officers. This constant level of discrimination resulted in riots against the police.
A full in depth look at the Brixton riots can be viewed by S. Peplow (2019) book published Race and riots in Thatcher's Britain.

One of the biggest and most significant things to come out of the Brixton riots was the Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984, in an article published by S. Jones (1985) this act is outlined in all its legislation. 


One of the reasons as to why PACE was introduced was to allow people who are accused of criminal behaviour legal rights such as their entitlement to have legal representation and rules around stop search powers that had caused so many issues in Brixton contributing to the riots.

In an article written by D. Howe (2001) he describes how the issues around stop searches and how he along with many other black people were targeted for searches with no lawful grounds whatsoever to do so. This clearly shows racism in the police at that period. 



Despite the introduction of PACE in 1984 three years after the Brixton riots which evidence suggests were started due to racism within the police service and bad malpractice nine years later it appeared that racism was very much a part of the police service as in 1993 Stephen Lawrence was murdered in a racial attack which was handled badly by the Metropolitan police service.
 In an article published by an anonymous author in London Economist (1999) it describes the level of racism in the police at that time.

In an article publish by N. Fielding (1999) he discusses the career paths of ethnic minority officers within he police service in the twentieth century, the article highlights bad police culture and how female and ethnic minority officers had their careers obstructed. It could be argued that events such as the Brixton riot and the murder of Stephen Lawrence could have been handled better had there been more diversity within the police service at that time. 

 On the Governments website Gov.uk (2022) it shows the statistics for different ethnicities of officers working in the UK police service, it states that out of 140,288 officers 136,274 ethnicities are known of which 3.7 are of Asian descent, 2.5% are of mixed ethnicity and 1.3% are black. These statistics cannot be proven to be complete accurate due to the nearly 4000 unknown ethnicities, but statistics do show that the number of ethnic minority officers has risen since 2007. 
 Unfortunately, there are no statistics dating back to the 1980s- 1990s in order to give a comparison but is unlikely to be higher numbers that modern day policing. 

In an article published by E. Cashmore (2001) Cashmore looks at the recruitment in the police from 1960s to the late 1990s and why there were not more ethnic minority officers being recruited, the articles discusses if there would be less violent and racial crime had recruitment have been better at the time. Had recruitment have been better incident like the ones discussed in this essay may have turned out differently but of course this cannot be proved. 

There is clear evidence to suggest that the police service was racist during the time of these historical events and due to the racism ethnic minority officers were not recruited possibly contributing to further issues but again this cannot be proved.
If however we look at modern day policing and recruitment the Metropolitan Police Service (2023) clearly advertise to the fact that they want a work force that is as diverse as possible. 
Although events like the Brixton riots have resulted in further legislation like PACE which outlines clear guidance on how officers should conduct themselves when performing their duties such as stop searches. There is evidence to suggest that despite events like this and, Stephen Lawrence murder and the Birmingham six where there was malpractice and misconduct within the police that the introduction of PACE and the change in Police recruitment is still not enough of a change today in modern day policing as there is still a lot of misconduct within the police. 

There have been some modern-day events involving Wayne Cousins a serving Metropolitan police officer who abused his power to murder Sarah Everard and David Carrick another serving Metropolitan officer who raped multiple women over a twenty-year period.

The original question to this essay was “How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing?” it could be argued that not very much in the polices history of malpractice and misconduct has influenced modern policing as there is still at lot of misconduct with the in Police. 

It however must be noted that all the above incidents mentioned in this essay have taken place in London so it could be strongly argued that there is an issue specifically within the London Metropolitan Police Service and not necessarily within the whole of the UKs 48 forces, but further research would be needed to conclude this.
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Essay two: 
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

The media is a big part of our everyday lives, especially where policing incidents are concerned. Public Protection incidents are incidents that are of a more serious nature i.e.: missing people, domestic incidents, murders, and they almost always attract large amounts of media attention.


The Public Protection incident that I will referring to in this essay is the Soham murders involving Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman who initially went missing in 2002 before being murdered by Ian Huntley. 

To give a brief background on the situation, Jessica Chapman had left her home to attend a barbeque at her friends Holly Wells house. The two girls had left the barbeque, without informing anyone, to head to the local sports centre and upon returning they went past Ian Huntleys house. He lured the girls in and eventually killed them both. Crime investigation (2022) have a more detailed report on this.

The Soham Murders was very much a high-profile case that attracted lots of media attention to the point where Cambridgeshire police were worried that the media’s impact could jeopardise the whole trial of Ian Huntley. In an article published in the Guardians S. Hall (2002) at the time, she reports how the Cambridge crown prosecution service were urging media outlets to exercise restraint when reporting the matter due to the sensitivity of the case.

Morris (2003) outlines how the police introduced a media consultant to help manage the media during this incident. Morris (2003) states how the police were able to identify two suspects and question them within a two-week period, because the police managed the media, and the way information was distributed to the media to appeal to the public for help. 

The article then discusses how Cambridgeshire police was not equipped to deal with the media attention around this case due to its lack of resources. One of the strategies the Police in Cambridge implemented was to bring in a former head of corporate communications in Cambridgeshire police, Matt Tapp to manage the media. 
 Tapp states how his strategy was to maintain focus on the disappearance of the two girls and keep feeding the media relevant information so that they didn’t have time to find their own stories and create problems for the police. 

Hyland (2002) reports that due to the seriousness and sensitivity of this case, a further strategy was implemented by the Cambridgeshire police was to have a face representing the service so the media could deal with one person and build a rapport with that person, and the responsibility of this went to Detective Chief Inspector Andy Hebb. 

Although there is evidence to suggest that the police managed the media well in this case, following the aftermath of this incident, as expected a review was conducted internally by Soham police to see what areas they could have been improved on.

The review covered many areas for improvement and there were issues within the handling of information passed over to the media. In the article published by the Guardian journalist Morris (2003) speaks about how police sources handed over information to members of the media without verifying the information in the hope of trying to find Holly and Jessica. 

Morris (2003) speaks to David Morris the coroner for South and West Cambridgeshire, and he states how the police were under immense pressure from the media due to high profile of the case and the police felt the need to feed the media this information which later caused further issues for the police. 

The example used in the article published by Morris (2003) states how a taxi driver called in the police saying that he sighted the two girls in a green car and this information was immediately passed over to the media without it being verified and this led to thousands of phone calls across the country from people saying they had sighted the girls which was not the case. 

In an article written by Greer and Mclaughlin (2011) ‘Trial by media’: Policing, the 24-7 news media sphere and the ‘politics of outrage’. The article is mainly revolved around former metropolitan police commissioner Sir Ian Blair but Greer and Mclaughlin look at the relationship between the media and the police as well as direct analysis being made to the Holly and Jessica case. 
In reference to this case, they outline the amount of media attention this case got to the point where media outlets where even surprised by the dominance this incident.
Greer and Mclaughlin speak about how little framework there is between the media and the police therefore impacting the case, they also speak about the dominance of the media and how incidents can effectively become trial by media. 

The article refers to some comments from Blair stating he didn’t know why there was so much attention around this case, due to these comments from Blair the story then became about him showing that failure for officers to conduct themselves correctly can result in a poor relationship with the media and the wider public.

In conclusion to these findings there is evidence to suggest that the media have a huge impact on public protection incidents, and it could be argued that this impact is both positive and negative. From the research that I have conducted it shows how hungry the media are for information and the impact that it can have on the police is that they feel the need to feed them information which as previously stated can lead information being given out without it being varied and therefore potentially making the job of the police harder. 

As the research shows the media impact can also have a positive impact as long as the reginal police force can manage the media correctly, should the media be managed correctly they can be used to report on the information you need as opposed to them trying to make up their own stories.

The above research also shows how certain areas of the country may not be capable of managing the media, for example London and the Metropolitan police will be used to lots of media attention and dealing with high profile cases whereas smaller more rural constabularies would not be set up to deal with such a high-profile incident like the Soham murders.

Ultimately managing the media comes down experience within the police, self-discipline, resources and finances, elements can also have an impact on how long it takes to progress an incident which in turn dictates how much pressure the media put on the police.
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Essay three: 
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 

A charity called Key4Life which focuses on young men. Their aim is to help young men from going to prison by giving them the support they need to choose a different direction, as well as supporting those who are already in prison to change their ways and give them the tools they need for when they get released. S. Bouygues, (2012).

Key4Lifes mission is to break the cycle of young males from re offending and according to Key4Life, offenders in the UK are costing the taxpayer around £18 billion a year. E. Hamilton, (2012). 
 Key4Life’s founder Eva Hamilton, states that 64% of all people who are released commit an offence within one year of being released, however their statistics show that out of the 400 offenders that Key4Life have worked with only 14% have reoffended within he first year of completing the programme. This does show that an early intervention can have a big effect. 
 
The figure of 64% is not reinforced by government statistics, as the government website states that 57.5% of all people released from prison in the first year reoffend. Gov.uk, (2020). It is, however, difficult to give an accurate comparison on these figures due to their possibly being an eight-year gap in the figures as there is no clarity from Key4Life when their figures were last updated.

Key4Life is also a charity that works in Bristol, London and Somerset so their statistics wont line up with national statistics, making it difficult to conclude their success via reoffending alone. 

According to Key4Life’s website, for them to put a male aged 18-25 through their programmes, which can cover a variety of things from working in the community with young people and introducing them to activities they may not have been exposed to before, is an average of £5,000.  They also offer further support in the form of therapy to build resilience in young people, and their website states that the average cost of sending someone to prison is £37,000.
In an article published by D. Clark (2022) shows the average cost of sending someone to prison in the UK as being more than £48,000. D. Clark, (2022). Again, there is a discrepancy in figures which could be down to when these figures were published or economic factors such as the cost-of-living crisis impacting their figures. S. Norris, (2022).

Early intervention can be the difference in how a person’s life’s turns out, with so many young people re-offending when they come out of prison their futures can look bleak. Key4life states that 50% of all UK companies would not employ someone with a criminal record. Key4Life, (2012).
[bookmark: _Hlk137041869]This would be difficult to verify due to Key4Life only working with young males however is an article written by C. Gilroy-Scott and E. Kearsey (2017) they state that in a YouGov survey 50% of employers would not employ an ex-offender.

Despite these figures lining up and, on the surface, it appearing to be a conclusive statistic it must be taken into consideration that Key4Life only works with young males and the article written by C. Gilroy-Scott and E. Kearsey (2017)doesn’t state whether these are statistics for both male and female and equally Key4Life website doesn’t state if their figures are purely for the young males that they are working with or even where their figures have come from.

In a BBC (2022) article it outlines how the charity has helped more than 500 people find jobs through their programmes. This is because the programme exposes young men to activities and opportunities that they may not otherwise have had. The programme broadens their horizons and enables them to get jobs in industries that they may not otherwise have been able to if it were not for Key4Life. 

Another Bristol based charity who aim to help young men is A Band of Brothers. The charity shows similar statistics to Key4Life in re-offending rates and financial costs. A Band of Brothers does operate slightly differently in that they aim to mentor young men with one-to-one mentors to help them overcome their struggles. 

A Band of Brothers does show good success rates as according to their website, 73% of all people who took part in their programme were able to find jobs, 81% of participants showed an improvement in their mental health and over 80% of men showed less conflict in their relationships. M. Boyle, R. Olivier, and N. Roberts, (2009).
This last statistic does show evidence of early intervention having a positive impact on young men however its important to remember that these statistics are their own and they cannot be verified.

In an article published by M. Hurley and L. Boulton (2021) they speak of a programme that took place for early intervention involving young people and serious organised crime known as programme Challenger.

Hurley and Boulton speak about the cost of organised crime within the UK and how that can be tackled by early intervention to not only stop young people from being involved in organised crime but also to how early intervention can save the country money. 

The article outlines how programme challenger has identified 18 young people 16 of which male to take part in this programme and the people involved in organised crime often have linked through families’ members and friends which is how they get involved in this. 

The findings from this article and programme shows that out the 18 people involved in the programme only 4 have gone on to engage in the intervention stage of the programme showing a low rate of success.

In conclusion to the above findings, it shows that there is evidence to suggest that early intervention can be successful but there is also evidence to suggest that it isn’t. 
Whether early intervention is successful or not will come down to several impacting factors such as crime rates, types of crime, geographical region, funding, privately or publicly funded and the experience of the people providing the intervention programmes. 

There is evidence to show in this essay that should you target a specific type of person ie: young males, you have good funding and a charity/ organisation run by the correct people there is every chance early intervention will have a positive impact on peoples lives but failure to have a good structure will impact success.
Equally there is evidence to show that the more serious the crime to harder it will be to stage an intervention.
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Essay four: 
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? 
You must use academic research, rather than personal opinion, to support your answer. You may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words. 
 
This essay will discuss the prison service and what they offer to inmates to attempt to rehabilitate them and what programmes are run if any and how successful they are. I will be looking to compare the differences in privately run and government run prisons.
Parc Prison in South Wales in Bridgend, which is run by security company, G4S meaning that it is a contracted and privately run prison. 
Parc prison does provide inmates with many workshops and opportunities to complete governing body qualifications to increase their skill level while in prison so that by the time they leave, hopefully, they will be more employable. However, despite all that is on offer from the prison and their success in 2012, over £3million was granted to Parc prison by the Big Lottery Fund to provide inmates with further support. It does raise the question how successful their programmes are in rehabilitation if a further £3million is needed. BBC, (2012).
In a BBC report covered by O. Donovan (2018) the prison was expanded by Bridgend County Borough Council which took a £200,000 hit to their funding as money was taken from their budget to help support the prison. 
In an article published by A. Clancy and M. Maguire (2017) from the University of South Wales their finding shows how successful a project called Invisible Wales Wall (IWW) which was run inside parc prison. The project looks at prisoners who are fathers and how imprisonment has affected family life, this project was funded through the above Big Lottery fund. 
The project aimed to improve prisoners’ quality of life, continue to have a relationship with their family in the hope that re-offending levels would drop when prisoners were released. 
The article discusses many statistics how there were 83 participants in the project, 17% of which had no fixed address upon entering prison compared with 1% upon leaving, 63% of people who took part in project after prison are either in work or training compared with 20% when entering prison, 20% were assessed upon release as having a drug or alcohol problem compared with 89% upon entering prison.
The article by Clancy and Maguire also supports evidence of reduced intergenerational offending with the families involved in the project being less reliant on further agencies like social services.
In a separate article written by A. Baverstock, E. Boorman, C. Morgan-Armstrong, L. Jenkins, and H. Morgan (2021) they evaluate the impact of the charity reading force who aim to bring families together within Parc Prison, this is specifically aimed at prisoners who are veterans.
The project is designed to integrate families and get them discussing topics from books to allow them time together.
The article does identify some positive aspects with fathers stating that it was allowing them time with their children which has improved mental health and provided social and emotional support. 
Findings also show that despite the success of this project it was not initially met with praise by the prison staff who must help deliver the programme with 3 out of 7 staff initially being open to the idea.
HMP Grendon is a prison based in Buckinghamshire and is a government run prison housing approximately 200 male prisoners, Grendon is a prison that focuses on prisoner rehabilitation through a democratic therapeutic community meaning that prisoner take part in regular meetings and activities to develop more positive relationships. Gov.Uk, (2020). 
In at article written by D. Wilson and S. McCabe (2002) they look at the success of the prisons programme as well as looking at what ex-inmates have to say about the prison and its programme. 
 Wilson and McCabe look to seek out if their programme truly works and if it can change people, it is important to remember that this article in this research is of a historical nature and not modern. Article does discuss the success of this programme which from the late 1970s to the late 1980s the success was limited but through from the late 1980s to the mid-1990s it showed more levels of success in prisoners who had stayed in the programme for at least 18 months.
In a further article written by J. Bennett and R. Shuker (2017) it also discusses the programme in Grendon and the impact it has. 
Bennett and Shuker go into detail how prisoners must apply to get into Grendon which involves a paper application, not be involved in drugs or alcohol, have no signs of any mental illness, and be physically assessed. It could be argued that anyone applying for the programme who do not possess their issues may not need the programme, equally it could be argued that the programme is setting its self-up for success in prisoner rehabilitation.
Bennett and Shuker look at the success that prisoners have in Grendon, and history does not show a good level of success and that in 2002 was only showing one fifth of a success rate compared with similar prisons and one seventh when compared to similar category prisons. 
There is some evidence to suggest that the programme is working with article citing have there is less violence in Grendon, this is likely because prisoners must apply to get in. The article discusses the fact that there is a waiting list for people to get into Grendon and out of everyone on that waiting list 67% of which have re-offended whereas people on the programme in Grendon and the reconviction rate of men who had completed the treatment was 45%. It could still be argued that this is high but does show some level of success. 
All prison programmes come at a cost with Bennett and Shuker outlining that the cost of a space in Grendon is £4,556 per year and that the average category B prison is £34,222 per year. 
This essay has looked at how successful prisons are in rehabilitating offenders and what programmes are within those prisons how successful they are. 
Within the prison service there are levels of success to be had how much success and if its enough is still open for debate. Comparisons have been made with government funded prisons and privately run prisons which does show evidence of more success possibly due to better funding. 
It would be unrealistic to expect all UK prisons to adopt a private prison programme and expect the same success as Parc prison as it must be remembered that there are prisoners out there serving long sentences who will not be eligible to take part in rehabilitation programmes. 
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