



This essay will thoroughly examine and discuss the effect serious organised crime has on the communities, police force and economy. Firstly, it will provide information on what serious organised crime is, what it means and examples of the offences. It will provide statistics given by The Office for National Statistics (2023) of how serious organised crime has increased since 2014, focusing on two main offences which are firearms weapons and sexual abuse. Dr Mohammed Rahman’s suggestion of tackling serious organised crime will be examined, and his theory that social inequality and deprived areas should be focused on as they are the root cause. This essay will then go on to discuss the most common offence in serious organised crime which is drug trafficking. Explaining the process of drug trafficking through things such as county lines and cuckooing and how it damages the victims, leading to homelessness etc. It will also discuss the affect that drug trafficking has on the NHS given by Public Health England (2018) where they state that drug misuse and addiction costs them an additional amount of £10.7 billion each year. The UK Governments strategy to tackle serious organised crime will be examined in this essay, including the 4 main objectives which are to pursue, prevent, protect, and prepare.

Serious organised crime is defined by the Home Office (2019) as individuals planning, co-ordinating and committing serious offences. This can be done individually, as a group or as part of a transnational network. The main offences that fall under the category of serious organised crime are things like fraud, child sexual exploitation and abuse, illegal firearms, modern slavery and human trafficking, and the list goes on. These types of crimes create a serious threat to the national security and our boarders, as well as a substantial impact on our communities, making them feel unsafe and depriving people of their security and prosperity. It also costs an excess of £24 billion each year, on average (CPS, 2023). 

In the year ending September 2022, statistics show that the offences of serious organised crime have increased. For example, in the year ending March 2014, there was 4,856 crimes that included a firearms weapon. However, in 2022, there was 6,369 which is a huge increase. Another example can be found in the statistics for sexual abuse. In 2014 there were 17,107 cases of sexual abuse, compared to in 2022 where there were 49,657 cases of sexual abuse. This shows that the cases have almost tripled in frequency since 2014 and is increasing rapidly (The Office for National Statistics, 2023. Fig 6&8). 

Statistics show that three quarters of the boroughs in London that possess the highest levels of serious organised crime are also in the top ten most deprived areas. These statistics show a strong link between serious organised crime and social inequality, making the root causes of these types of crime social inequality and poverty (Sadiq Khan, 2019). A criminology expert Dr Mohammed Rahman suggests that organisations should focus more on targeting the roots of serious and organised crime. He suggests that social inequality and the deprived areas should be focused on. This means concentrating on where they house people, making sure there is things to do in the areas for young people, dealing with high levels of complaints in the areas, putting community officers in areas that are rougher than others, supporting vulnerable people because they are seen as ‘easy targets’, the list goes on (Birmingham City University, 2022). Supporting Sadiq Khan’s (2019) statistics, Mohammed Rahman’s suggestion to focus on the root causes which seems to be the areas that are deprived and have more poverty would be a good idea. This should reduce the amount of serious organised crime because they are getting the attention that doesn’t allow them to commit the crimes. 

The most common serious organised crime that takes place in the UK is drug trafficking. The Crown Prosecution service (2023) state that over half of the Serious Organised Crime groups operating are involved in drug-related crime. Between 18-23 tonnes of heroin and 25-30 tonnes of cocaine are imported into the UK yearly. Similar to other crimes, illegal drug trafficking is moving to online sources and websites with the intention to avoid law enforcement action and subsequent criminal prosecution (National Crime Agency, 2021). However, drug trafficking isn’t only done via online websites, it is also done through county lines. They often recruit vulnerable adults and children as ‘runners’ to transport the drugs, using public transport such as trains, taxis, and busses in order for the criminals behind it to remain unseen and protected. They force victims to contribute to the drug trafficking offences by using a practice called ‘cuckooing’. They do this by setting up a base in either a rural area or a small town, usually a more deprived area by taking over their homes and forcing them to get involved, or in other cases they are forced to leave their homes, making them homeless and allows the gangs to sell drugs freely from their home. Gangs that are involved in county lines and cuckooing usually target people that suffer from mental or physical illnesses, single parents, old people or just any person that is seemed to be at a disadvantage and living in poverty (Crime Stoppers, 2023). This supports the criminologist expert, Dr Mohammed Rahman’s theory of tackling serious organised crime because he suggests that the deprived areas should be focused and monitored more people that is where the root problems start. He also suggests that vulnerable people should have more support because they are ‘easy targets’ for criminals. 

Drug trafficking can lead to drug and substance misuse in the affected areas as it is available to them and easy to get hold of. This can then lead to health problems and addiction which will make people vulnerable and lack a good quality of life. Addiction to drugs can create lots of negative illnesses to your body. Some of these illnesses include cancer, HIV/AIDS, Lung disease, and mental disorders. While these illnesses can happen naturally, it doesn’t always happen to everyone, however by misusing drugs and becoming addicted, it increases the risk of these illnesses (National Institute on Drug Abuse, 2020). As well as affecting people’s lives, drug misuse costs the NHS £10.7 billion each year. This cost would be less if the rates of drug trafficking were lower as it would be harder for people to get hold of or buy drugs, making it easier for people to control their addiction because they wont be tempted to get some from their neighbour or someone in their community. This would make the addiction rates lower, taking the strain off the NHS, so they could invest that money into something more important (Public Health England, 2018). 

In 2018, the government set out a strategy to combat the challenges that are continuously brought to the police forces attention following serious organised crime. The launch of the strategy is aimed to be supported by local authorities, law enforcement agencies and the National Crime Agency. The overall desired outcome is to reduce the level of serious organised crime in the UK, making it a safer and more enjoyable environment (National crime Agency, 2023). 

The strategy consists of 4 main objects that they have put together to create the most effective strategy. The objectives are to pursue, prevent, protect, and prepare. The first objective is to pursue, this means prosecuting anybody that is involved with the organising or act or engaging in the serious organised crimes. This will establish strong and effective organisations, develop their capabilities, and ensure that legal powers are available to be able to prosecute. The second objective is to prevent, this is the action they will take to prevent people from engaging in serious organised crime. This will raise awareness of the reality and intervene and encourage people to stop taking part in the different types of serious organised crime. These two objectives work together in order to reduce the threat of serious and organised crime by ensuring people that you will get prosecuted if you take part (HM Government 2013). The third objective is to protect people from serious and organised crime. This will protect our boarders, the government, the public, protect people at risk of becoming victims, and improve the anti-corruption systems. The fourth objective is to prepare by reducing the impact of criminality in areas that it takes place. This will create a safer environment for communities, victims and witnesses and provide them the support that they need after being affected by serious organised crime. It will also ensure that organised crime incidents are dealt with immediately and effectively. The last two objectives work closely together to reduce the vulnerability of serious organised crime by creating a safer environment for the public and focusing more on the after care of victims (Home Office, 2018 pp.19). 

The House of Lords (2020) states that serious organised crime affects more UK citizens, more frequently than any other national security threat. This creates a daily fear and impact on the day to day lives of citizens, businesses, public services, institutions, and the national reputation. However, there is no single organisation that is to be held accountable for the response to serious organised crime. While people assume the police are in charge of the response, there are actually lots of bodies that are involved. For example, there are over 100 government departments, law enforcement bodies, agencies and many other organisations that are involved in tackling this level of crime. In fact, it is the National Crime Agency that coordinate the UK’s response to serious organised crime. 

Serious organised crime doesn’t only affect individual people in communities, it can also affect the economic industries by devaluing properties or diverting resources away from legitimate businesses and industries. This affects communities because it can potentially lead to lack of custom, reduced investment, lower economic growth, and less value on properties (Home Office, 2021). With businesses in the local areas being affected, it might make it harder for people to maintain their jobs as the businesses can’t afford to pay lots of staff if they aren’t making much money. This creates a knock-on effect that can then lead to people losing their jobs and struggling to provide for themselves and their families. 

Overall, it is clear that serious organised crime is a rising concern in the UK, the Office for National Statistics are proof of that. Following statistics show that the root problem stems from areas where social inequality and poverty is high. Dr Mohammed Rahman suggests that the organisations should fucus more on the root problems of the crimes, which he believes to be in deprived areas. His suggestion to focus more on where they house people and putting community police in the areas could be effective if done properly. That way the people in the affected communities can feel safer at home, knowing that they have a community officer to turn to is they have any concerns. It is clear that drug trafficking is a massive concern for the UK at the moment, with county lines coming in from different areas of the world. It is affecting lots of people, businesses, and costing the NHS lots of money when that money could be used for things that can’t be helped. The strategy put out by the UK Government in 2018, also known as ‘the 4 p’s’ has an effective concept and could potentially reduce the levels of serious organised crime if followed properly. It would also be good for the communities that are effective because it is aimed to keep them safe as well as tackle serious organised crime. 
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