Briefing Paper on UNCRC- Respecting the Rights of the child
Aims: This paper aims to provide useful information for practitioners on the subject of children’s rights during the early years. This paper also provides information on the UNCRC and the National requirements in Wales. 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a worldwide human rights agreement that allows all children and young people an inclusive set of rights (GOV UK, 2010). In 2004, the Welsh Government legally implemented the UNCRC as the foundation of policy making relating to children and young people (Welsh Government, 2019). 







Article 3
“The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children” (UNICEF, 2021). 
Article 3 is one of the most essential articles in the UNCRC and there are a range of other articles that link back to it (CYPCS, 2021). According to Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2021) individuals that work alongside children should always do what is best for each child.
The Needs of the Child- When looking at the needs of a child, practitioners should put some strategies in place. If a child is having difficulty engaging or socialising with others, the practitioner may need to place a strategy such as a reward or praise to support them. The needs of the child is about promoting self-esteem which is a part of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (McLeod, 2018). 
The Foundation Phase Framework (2015)- The aim is to ensure that children have the best start in life to help them develop. The practitioners must ensure that the children are taking part in the activities set. The activities must be suitable for the children so the children can develop in the correct areas (Welsh Government, 2021). 
Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2011)- Practitioners should ensure that the facilities available to the children should be safe as the practitioners are responsible for the care and protection of the children (Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure, 2011).












	




Article 6
“Every child has the right to life. Governments must do all they can to ensure that children survive and develop to their full potential” (UNICEF, 2021).
Article 6 links back to Article 3, individuals should ensure that children get the right to have the best life they can (Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure, 2011).
A Right to Develop- Article 6 states that children and young people should be able to grow up in environments that do not have a negative impact on their physical and mental wellbeing (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, 2021).
Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2011)- According to Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2011), every child has an essential right to life and should be allowed to have the maximum time to develop. 
Development and Wellbeing- According to Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2015-2021), children should be able to grow up in a positive environment. They believe that the government should do as much as they can to help children and young people to develop to their full potential (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, 2015-2021).












Article 12
    “Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-day home life.” (UNICEF, 2021).
Urie Bronfenbrenner- Bronfenbrenner believes that the child’s behaviour and feelings are influenced by their environment and surroundings (Paquette, Ryan, 2001). Bronfenbrenner believes that the environment a child grows up in impacts their development, so for the child to reach their full potential, the adult should not ignore the child’s views or opinions (Oswalt, 1998-2021).
Children’s Rights: The NSPCC (2021), believe that article 12 allows every child to grow, survive, participate and fulfil their potential. For this to happen, children’s rights must be respected and protected online as well as offline (NSPCC, 2021).
The Human Rights Act 1998- “Everyone has the right to freedom of expression” (Human Rights Act 1998). Every child has the right to express their own opinion and views without being judged, their views have to be taken seriously (UNICEF, 2010). 
Being Able to Speak Up- Children and Young Person’s Commissioner Scotland (2015-2021) states that children should not feel like their opinion will be ignored or disregarded because of their age. Children should be allowed to complain about people who are above them, such as, parents or teachers (Children and Young Person’s Commissioner Scotland, 2015-2021). 
















Article 31
“Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities” (UNICEF, 2021).
Article 31 is the right of the child to rest and leisure, it allows them to engage in play and gives them the right to participate in age-appropriate recreational activities (Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure, 2011).
Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2011)- The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 state that individuals should respect and encourage the right of the child to take part in cultural and artistic life. 
Foundation Phase- The Foundation Phase Framework states that children should experience different opportunities which will allow them to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding further (Welsh Assembly Government, 2015).
ESTYN- According to Estyn (2019), the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states that children learn and develop better through play.  According to BBC News (2011), Estyn are trying to encourage more outdoor play and learning in Wales as it helps children develop at a faster pace. Also, BBC News (2011) believe that children do not learn by working but through play.













Conclusion
To conclude, it shows that children’s rights are more supported in Wales. This is proven by the ‘Rights Respecting Schools Award’ (UNICEF, No date). UNICEF (No date) state that by promoting the morals of respect, dignity and non-discrimination and wellbeing, children are less likely to suffer from stress. Finally, the Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2015) ensure that children’s needs are met and ensure that others know how important children’s rights are.
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