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Over the last four weeks of this safeguarding module we have looked into many different case studies and explanations of what it is to safeguard children and why it is so important to understand a practitioner role when it comes to safeguarding a child. One of the components of the assignment that was given was a group discussion in which key roles that are prevalent in the safeguarding community get together in an Initial Child Protection Conference to discuss the safety of two children that are known to social services.
During the process of preparing for the Initial Child Protection Conference, a lot of research was carried out to support the background and knowledge of what policies and procedures would have to be considered. 
Starting this module, it was not clear exactly the importance of the role that a practitioner has when it comes to ensuring the safety of children within a setting. I was also not aware just how many agencies needed to work together and communicate to ensure that children were safeguarded. The importance of multi-agency work hit home when we looked into case studies of children who had died at the hands of the people who were supposed to be caring for them.
The All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) was first published in 2002 and was reviewed following Victoria Climbie Inquiry Report. This set out guidelines to practitioners and anyone working with children to promote good practice and offer guidance in what to do within child protection. The Children Act 2004, bought in the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board, so Peter Clarke, who was Wales first Children’s Commissioner, had to review the AWCPP (2008) as a result. Peter Clarke found that the 22 different counties in Wales all had different paperwork and procedures, so it was decided there would be one system in Wales, and all Welsh social workers had to be trained on this new procedure
AWCPP (2008) discusses the role every person who is in contact or working with children has when it comes to keeping children safe. They state that these people should understand their role and responsibilities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Practitioners need to know their settings policies and procedures, and also know who to contact if any concerns need to be expressed. Additionally, a practitioner or anyone who has contact with a child should know the signs and indicators of abuse and always have access or the knowledge of the All Wales Child Protection Procedures. Furthermore, they also discuss the procedure when it comes to identifying child abuse. These are to have a knowledge of Safeguarding Children: Working Together under the Children Act (2004) and understand the practice that this legislation contains. Additionally, practitioners should receive child protection training to a level that is appropriate to their role and responsibility within the setting. Furthermore, anyone in contact with children should know when and how to refer concerns about child abuse or neglect to either social services or the police, additionally a practitioner should know that anyone who comes to them with concerns should not be asked to make a self-referral. The professional and/or agency employee must make the referral. They also make it very clear within their document that if any person has any suspicion or knowledge that a child is the subject of abuse or neglect, it is their responsibility to report these concerns to social services or the police. Social services and the police can use their statutory powers to intervene if necessary. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Something that became apparent during this module was that in many cases, changes to legislation in terms of child protection often only came after a child had already died. T Maria Colwell, who was a 7 year - old girl died after being starved and beaten by her stepfather in 1973. Her Aunt has offered to take her in after her mother could not cope with bringing five children up on her own. An inquiry by the Department of Health found that East Sussex County Council had insufficient evidence to return the girl. There were 50 official visits to the family, including from social workers, health visitors, police and housing officers. All the agencies involved in the case were criticised by the Inquiry report, which was published the following year. (http://www.socialwork.ed.ac.uk, 2019) 
Following the death of Maria Colwell in 1973, The Children Act 1974 was introduced. The Children Act 1974 introduced set up of Area Child Protection Committees and led to a multi-agency group re-writing policies and procedures. (legislation.gov.uk, 2019) 

Jasmine Beckford died at the hands of her step-father after he starved and battered her in Brent, north London, in 1984. (TheGuardian.com, 2003)
Jasmine Beckford’s death led to The Children Act 1989. This act saw the child’s welfare as paramount. Furthermore, whenever and wherever possible children should be cared for within their own families. In addition to this, it introduced children in significant harm, and identifying what significant harm is. (legislation.gov.uk, 2019)

AWCPP (2008), describe identifying significant harm as understanding the family context and how the child is developing within the context of their family and the wider environment. Furthermore, they suggest that to understand significant harm, it is important to see the child’s reactions and their perceptions in relation to their age and where they are developmentally and finally, the nature of the harm that is being caused to the child and the impact that has on the child’s health and development, and how adequate parental care is.

The UN Convention on The Rights of the Child was a world agreement that was implemented in 1991. It set out with a list of rights every child in the world in which every country that was part of the UN had to adhere to. (cypcs.org, 2019)
The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2011) received Royal Assent making Wales the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of its domestic law.
This meant that the Welsh Government now had a legal duty to regard the UNCRC when implementing or working on new legislation and policies. 
According to the BBC.co.uk (2003) Victoria Climbie was born in November 1991 in the Ivory Coast. She died in February 2000 in London when she was only 8. Her parents asked her great-aunt to take her to Europe to escape poverty in Africa and for a better education. Victoria Climbie was tortured to death by her great-aunt, Marie Therese Kouao, and her great-aunt’s boyfriend Carl Manning. Following the death of Victoria Climbie in 2000, the Laming Report (2003) was published. Lord Laming described Climbie’s death as ‘a gross failure of the system’. This inquiry made it very evident to me that social services were under great strain, and that little mistakes in child protection can lead to serious consequences. Lord Laming went on to say that whilst they were under-funded, badly staffed they still did not use the little resources they did have to good use. He went on to say that had there been a proper response to Climbie’s needs when she was first referred to social services and appropriate action taken then it is possible that her death could have been avoided. (Laming Report, 2003) 
The Laming Report (2003) led to the implementation of The Children Act 2004. The Children Act 2004 introduced the Green Paper, Every Child Matters. This was legislation that every child, whatever their background or circumstances, to have the support they need to stay safe and be healthy. Furthermore, it also stated the importance of a Children’s Commissioner. Wales was the first country to appoint as Children’s Commissioner in 2001, and the rest of the UK had to following the Children Act 2004. (GOV.UK, 2003)
During this module, I learnt about reports and inquiries, mainly determining what they are and their purpose. Inquiries look at people’s roles and responsibilities over the period of time they are looking at and they are also there to try and prevent the same thing from happening again, but the inquiry cannot start until the police investigation has finished. 
Clark and Waller (2007) describe the Waterhouse Report ‘Lost In Care’ as a long inquiry into the abuse of children in local authority run homes in north Wales during the 1970s. Waterhouse’s first recommendations was that Wales appoint a  Children’s Commissioner, and the implementation of the Care Standards Act 2000 allowed for that post to be created. Peter Clarke started work as Wales’s first Children’s Commissioner on March 1st, 2001. The Care Standards Act 2000 set out to provide more provisions and regulations for children’s homes, family residential homes and other services similar to these. (legislation.gov.uk, 2000). 
There is no denying that there have been significant changes to child protection over the years. However, inquiries like Operation Spade highlight that there is a need for further changes. Operation Spade is a global investigation based in Canada that has looked into buying and selling child abuse images online. It led to a number of arrests and convictions in Wales. (BBC.co.uk, 2015). The UNCRC is now outdated in this modern age where a lot of abuse takes place online because there are no rights protecting children from this sort of abuse.
Before this module, I was unaware of the procedure of reporting child abuse, who could report and what the process would be. 
During our presentation in which we carried out an Initial Child Protection Conference we came to the understanding that once anyone has any suspicion that a child is being abused or neglected, they have a duty of care to that child to report it. Once the report has been made a section 47 may be issued in which social services have 24 hours to act on this report. This is where the Initial Child Protection Conference will take place in which the duty social worker will gather as much information about the child. If the child is in day care or in school, they can gather reports of the child’s general well-being and development. In the instance of our group discussion we decided to include the child’s health visitor. The things I learned from the role of the health visitor in these types of cases is that they generally know the family a lot more than most other professionals in the case since they have seen the child since birth. They will also have the most knowledge on how the child has developed and will be able to identify any delays in development. They also do home visits and will often be the first point of contact for a mother, they have a wide variety of knowledge on the family and will be able to identify any significant changes that can point to abuse. 
According to the Institute of Health Visiting (2017) health visitors are trained to conduct a holistic assessment of a child and that will lead to them recognising if the child or family will have additional needs. Furthermore, they suggest that early intervention is best practice in these cases, but the health visitor that has made the referral needs to be able to clearly express any concerns, how they have been helping and how they will continue to help the family. Health visitors are also part of the multi-agency work at the centre of child protection, and to achieve positive results an open and honest relationship is needed with not only the parents but the other professionals and agencies that are involved in the safety of children.



To reflect, I would like to use Kolb’s four steps. Pektus (2000) describes Kolb (1984) first step as concrete experience which involves the senses and emotions, this module has made realise the true horror of child abuse and just how important it will be for me as a practitioner now and in the future to always be looking out for the signs of children who need help. The next step is reflective observation which can involve elaborating on the experience through discussion and listening. My experience of being the social worker during the Initial Child Protection Conference really allowed me to put all my research to the test and understand exactly what goes on when a referral is made. The next step is abstract conceptualisation and as a practitioner this will allow me to link theory and any concepts to what I have learned. There is a vast amount of research and legislation to support the need for vigorous child protection, and due to the nature of the research it will always stay with me. It will help shape me in the future to always think of the child as paramount. The fourth and final step is active experimentation. This is putting everything to practise, it is the doing phase. This is where I have really realised the important adults have in the lives of children, and how important it is for adults to act when they believe that a child could be subject to abuse and neglect.
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