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[bookmark: _Toc133953921]Introduction 
Evidence-Based Policing is an approach for the police departments to make various policies and for making the right decisions for the effectiveness of the investigation. In this approach, the police officers of the state give their review of the best evidence that is available to them to challenge various decisions and policies. This essay has defined and discussed the core ideas of Evidence-based policing, and has explored various theories that underpin the use of EBP. Furthermore, it discusses the weaknesses, strengths, and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras, and also describes their basic purpose in evidence-based policing. This essay also elaborates on the use of evidence regarding street crime. 


[bookmark: _Toc133953922]Main Body 
Define and discuss the core ideas of evidence-based policing 
Evidence-based policing (EBP) refers to the best evidence that is available which can be used to challenge and inform the various policies of policing in their practices and the process of decision making. This approach of evidence-based policing in the policing department can be used by everyone. 
It can be braced by collaborating with academics and various other partners. This approach does not provide any appropriate answers rather the practices of officers, volunteers and staff must be considered and must be analysed by the perfect evidence that is available which matches their day-to-day work routine and these routines and the process of decision making must be learned by their failures and successes (Engel et al., 2020).
A group of police officers in the UK established an evidence-based police society in 2010 and the society since 2015 has 2800 members. The core idea of this approach is to uphold the law firmly and fairly and to bring justice to the victims of the crime. The core idea of EBC was to reassure, help, and protect the community of the citizen of the country. 
The Police and criminal evidence act of 1984 (PACE) specifies the police powers during an investigation which includes interrogation of the suspect, detention, arrest, entering and searching the premises, etc. This approach clearly states that police officer commanding staff or supervisors must also know various strategies and tactics that will work best to solve a crime rather than only having the right equipment, and defensive protection.
The main agenda of evidence-based policy is centralised on the analysis of the policing by police officers in their day-to-day life. Police officers are required to take advantage of the knowledge and understand what will work to upgrade the efforts of the police in order to control crime and to increase relations with community members (Telep and Somers, 2019).
The approach of Evidence-Based policing is every crucial to analyse the impact of the different interventions on crime and most importantly to understand how this crime works in society. The phrase that is used for policing in the British model is ‘Policing by consent’. 


Explore the criminological theories which underpin its use 
· Rational Choice Theory 
The rational choice theory was propounded by Clark and Cornish in 1985. This theory suggests that the choices made by the offenders regarding the crime they are going to commit are usually based upon the anticipation of rewards and risks. It states that if the correct opportunity is given then every person has the capability of committing the crime (Blossfeld and Prein, 2019). 
While committing the crime if the risks are high, then an individual will decide to not commit the crime. In layman's term, this theory states that an individual before committing the crime rely upon the correct calculations and then make the choice of committing the crime accordingly.
· Routine Activities Theory 
This theory was propounded by Cohen and Felson in 1979. It oversees the crime from the point of view of the offender. The crime will be committed by the offender if they think that the target is suitable to their options (Williams et al., 2019). It is normally considered as the assessment of the situation that will determine whether the crime will take place or not. This theory is based on three main elements:
· Availability of the suitable target
· Absence of a suitable guardian to stop the happening of the crime
· Availability of the motivated offender
In the field of Crime Science and Criminology, it is considered one of the most influential theoretical constructs that is widely cited. This theory implies that if an individual stays at home, there are fewer chances that the person is the victim of the crime.  
· Crime Pattern Theory 
Crime pattern theory explains the reason for committing a crime in a specific area. This theory understands that the nature of the crime is not random, rather it is opportunistic or planned. According to this theory, a crime is committed when the space of the victim is intersecting with the activities of the offender (Hipp et al., 2019). The space of victims can be home, school, work, or shopping areas. 
This theory claims that a crime can only occur if the paths of the victim and offender intersect. The areas like shopping malls or restaurants have the highest possibility that a crime can be committed due to the availability of a large number of people. This theory aims to provide a detailed analysis with an organised way to explore the behaviours of the offenders in various ways. 
Hence, all these above-mentioned theories play a very crucial role in Evidence-based policing in society. As all the theories have their perspective on viewing the crime that is occurring in society and try to understand the crime from the point of view of people as well as from the point of view of the offender. 
Explain body-worn video cameras and the purpose of their use in evidence-based policing 
Body-worn video cameras are very small in size and are visible devices that are attached to the uniform of the police officers usually in the chest. These cameras capture audio and video shreds of evidence of the police officer who attends various types of incidents. Nowadays there is a lethal use of police powers by policing officers and due to this, the perception of the public of viewing law enforcement legitimacy has changed. And to avoid this body-worn cameras are considered as one of the ways in addressing and finding solutions to these problems that will help in improving the practice of law enforcement agencies (Lum et al., 2019). 
Body-worn cameras are embraced by the general public, which makes them trust more to the laws of the country. It is considered one of the technology and advancements that have impacted policing industry.
It is a camera that is wearable and has the capacity of recording audio, videos and capturing photos of places it people. It records the events in which offers of law enforcement agencies are involved. The purpose of body-worn video cameras in evidence-based policing is as follows:
· Decrease in complaints
According to human psychology, if someone is watching, then automatically a person behaves rationally. Similarly, if the cameras are recording everything a police officer says it speaks then they are obligated to behave during their duty, which in turn helps them any false allegations by the public. 
· Enhanced accountability
These body-worn cameras help in the enhancement of accountability of law enforcement agencies. It also helps in bringing professionalism to the police officers, which in turn helps the general public to trust the justice system of the country.
Hence, it can be said that body-worn cameras help in building a relationship with the general public and makes it easier for law enforcement officers in making and framing the rules in favour of the general public as well as in favour of the police officers. As these cameras help in proving the correct facts and incidents that took place during the investigation of the crime. 
Discuss the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body-worn cameras 
· Strengths 
Body-worn cameras have helped in controlling the excessive power of police officers and safeguarding and protecting the interest of the general public. In general, people tend to behave nicely when they are being recorded, which helps the government to control the police power, and to make sure that police officers are not miss using their powers (Longhurst et al., 2020). 
These cameras are not only beneficial for the police officer but also help as evidence and proof in a court of law if there are any fall allegations made against any of the officers of law enforcement agencies. Body-worn cameras are considered a strength in safeguarding public and police officer and also helps to provide justice to the victims of crime.
· Weaknesses 
The right to privacy is guarded by the Human Rights Act of 1998 in the UK which states that the right to privacy is one of the rights that is protected by the human rights act and is very crucial for every citizen of their country to live their life with dignity (Anozie, 2020). Body-worn cameras increase a person's right to privacy as not everyone is aware that the police officer is wearing a camera on himself and if those recordings are used as evidence in criminal cases, then this can be considered as a violation of their privacy. 
There are approximately more than 70000 police officers in the UK and deploying body cameras and each of the officers and be very expensive which can even absorb some of the departments. In any case in a court of law, the whole evidence is dependent upon the recording of the cameras and if some technology is lost the whole case is destroyed and it is considered one of the most important weaknesses of the body-worn cameras.
· Ethical limitations 
It is very important to demonstrate the reasonableness and legality of body-worn cameras. As the use of this technology has increased frequently over the years, these body cameras pose real challenges from the perspective of protecting the data and its portability. The law enforcement agency should make sure to restrict access to the recording’s videos and images which article from the recordings of the cameras as it fringes the right to privacy of the citizens of the country. Sharing of the information recorded by the cameras should only be allowed if it is mandatory for any of the cases or in some way if it is hampering the justice system of the country. Hence, it can be said that various ethical limitations are to be followed by police officers to maintain the dignity of the citizens of the country. 
Evaluate the use of their evidence in regard to Street crime 
Evidence-based policing leverages the investment of the country in criminal justice and police department which helps in developing, implementing, and evaluating strategies for fighting crime. It is a very successful approach which helps in controlling disorder and crime and has proved to be very effective and less expensive than the traditional models of policing. This theory offers a practical solution which helps in balancing the needs of the public safety available of funds for community services and the expectations of taxpayers.
 It describes the pieces of evidence that are available by the police officer which helps in implementing and launching new policies by the law enforcement agency and also helps in reducing the crime of the country as each police personnel has their own experience in dealing with criminals and has the own views on how to handle the crimes that are happening in the society. Evidence-based policing has helped to solve street crimes and reduce the crime rate in the country.
This approach requires good quality research evidence in order to make strategies that will help law enforcement agencies to reduce crime. The strategies that are framed help build the trust of the citizens of the country, and assure that there will be a more secure place for them to live in. Hence, the evidence used by police officers helps the officers of the law enforcement agency to frame strategies in favour of the general public to safeguard their interests and security. 



[bookmark: _Toc133953923]Conclusion 
This essay can be concluded by saying that Evidence-based policing is a very crucial as well as successful approach in the upbringing of society. This essay elaborates on the concept of Evidence-based policing and also discusses the core ideas related to it. It has explored three criminological theories that are underpinned by evidence-based policing and those are Rational choice theory, Routine activity theory, and crime pattern theory. Furthermore, it explains the concept of body-worn cameras and their purposes that can be used in evidence-based policing and also discusses its strengths, weaknesses, and ethical limitations. Finally, it evaluates the use of evidence-based policing concerning street crime.  
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