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The police and the media are very important parts of the United Kingdom as the police serve and protect the public whereas the media shares news with the public. As the media and police are both very important to the U.K the police rely on the media to share information especially in times of crisis such as a major incident but also the media rely on the police to keep the U.K updated when there are events that are happening that could affect people. The relationship between the police and the media is vital not just because it helps to deliver news to the public but because releasing information can help solve many crimes such as in cases of disappearances Media relations, (2017). During major incidents it is important that the public know what has happened and what is going to happen, to get the news out the police use the media and in certain major incidents that could potentially affect thousands of people such as in the case of a terrorist attack there will be media centres set up Bennett, (2018). The use of media centres is a huge positive as when a centre is set up then representatives from the police are all in one place meaning that the information is relayed much faster Barnes, (2007), a media centre was set up during the 2005 London bombings and was seen as one of the few successes that came out of the emergency responses. According to FitzGerald, Hough, Joseph and Qureshi, (2002) the media does not just inform the public about investigations, but the public also get their information about what is going in the police with 80% of the people that responded to the survey, this means that the media is working in getting information across which is a positive but the minus comes if the type of the media such as certain television channels are biased when could turn people’s opinions in the direction of what the outlet wants them to think Colbran, (2014).The media is wide ranging as does not just include non-fiction elements such as the news but there are also fiction elements such as television programmes, these programmes can be based on the everyday operations of the police but can also have non-fiction television programmes that can look at famous investigation, these television programmes have a wide range of variety with programmes that can portray the police in a good light or a bad light, the way these programmes portray the police is very important as even though it is not real people tend base their opinions on what their experience and what they see and if a person’s only experience with the police is by watching the television then that is how they will perceive them Donovan and Klahm, (2015).  As there are all different types of media such as newspapers and news channels that have their own agenda this can cause several problems for the police, each different newspaper and news television channel have their own political views and beliefs, this means that if there is a view that aligns with a particular newspaper then they will keep on highlighting it while downplaying the parts that are not good, this can be seen when newspapers publish crime statistics, when writing about the crime statistics there are many instances where there are more violent crimes such as rape that are being made out to happen at an almost common rate even though it is not true while under representing all other crimes Naylor, (2001). With the dawn of the internet social media has become extremely popular with over fifty three million users as of 2021 in the U.K alone Tankovska, (2021), social media is a new form of media where the public has more of a say as they are able to voice their opinions for everyone to see, this can be seen as a good thing as news get shared around faster meaning if the police are looking for someone then they can share a picture of them and it will be spread around faster than through newspapers Publicity - steps you can take - Missing People, (2021). With all media platforms there is a bad side of social media, as more people have access to social media it is easier for fake news and misinformation to be spread at a much faster rate, due to the spread of misinformation fear can be spread making people panic, if the news gets out of hand it can cause protests in severe situations which means the police have to get involved Molina, Sundar, Le and Lee, (2019). Social media always people to share their voices and opinions on a wider scale than they would have before this means that any opinion someone has no matter if it will be received positively or negatively can be shared even if the opinion can be considered offensive in anyway such as a racist view of a group opinion, due to freedom the internet and social media gives it can cause several problems for the police, as hate crime is a serious crime that means the police now have to look out for crimes that are being committed on social media Williams et al., (2019). All the different types of media ranging from newspapers to social media have their positives as they can help police in solving crimes during investigations and to help get news out to the public but often the media can make the relations with the public tense at best and at worst, they can cause the public to clash with the police. As media is not one solitary entity it keeps on growing with new types of media getting released which can cause the police to have more work.
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