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a summary of an archaeological debate within your chosen discipline.  

 I find that this is an incredibly important subject as the returning of cultural heritage items to the Anindilyakwa people. I understand just how important heritage can be to people and I passionately believe that it is important to be able to admit that as a society we have wronged various groups of indigenous people and make efforts to return them. In this essay I will write about the 174 items returned to the Anindilyakwa people and how there is no real argument for keeping these items away from people and taking them from people will only cause harm to our academic pursuit and harm our understanding of other cultures all through the lens of archaeology. 


The Anindilyakwa people are located just off the coast of Australia  (Harris, 2023)the pieces being returned include a doll made from shells, fishing spears, armbands and a map made from turtle shells. These items, although more mundane than a lot of other items that have been returned, show a policy in regards towards those items, as although it makes sense to give away the large important cultural artefacts such as the Nigsa peoples memorial totem pole which was returned and is now being put up in a museum ethically by the Nigsa people after returning it to the original owner (Matassa-Fung, 2023). This act shows that relations are trying to be put back together and repatriation are being put forward but the fact that mundane items are being given back to the Anindilyakwa people as a form of reconciliation this can be seen from a quote given by the Australian high commissioner to the United Kingdom Stephen Smith “The return of these significant cultural heritage items is important for Australia’s reconciliation process.” This quote shows that the people who represent Australia understand the relationship that got built due to colonization and other similar endeavours this shows that an effort is being made to repair the relationship between Australia and its native population.

Account of the returning of important cultural heritage items is becoming increasingly more common the admittance of the colonial activity that countries have perpetrated has ended in repatriation being given out. A large portion of these cultural heritage items are the 478 cultural artefacts that were looted by the Dutch in their colonization of Indonesia and Sri Lanka (Westerman, 2023) (put citation here). The items that were taken from Indonesia were taken in 1894 following the massacre of hundreds of local island residents, the items taken include an ancient temple carving from Java carious jewels from Lombok and a traditional Balinese dagger, this marks an increase in repatriation of cultural items. Although there are varying opinions on the subject the returning I these items on the Dutch side seem to be very positive such as when Gunay Uslu, the Dutch state secretary of culture and media said, “This is a historic moment, It’s the first time we’re following the recommendations if the committee to give back objects that should never have been brought to the Netherlands”. (OLterman, 2023) This is juxtaposed to the opinion of certain people in the Indonesian community like the graphic designer Citra Sasmita who in an interview with npr talks about how “ Its about the mentality of course, Their white supremacy mentality portrayed Indonesians as uncivilised people.” (Westerman, 2023) this is in reference to the portrayal of the Indonesian people in the Dutch museums now it is clear to see that there is a sense of hostility towards the Dutch as the portrayal of indigenous cultures have been almost universally perceived as “savage” or like Citra Sasmita said “uncivilised” this is shows us what the public opinion towards native communities and the feelings that is being out towards the colonisers and also shows us that there are many people who still wish for more to be done and will be vocal about this very important to issue.

The totem poles are an incredibly sacred thing to the indigenous north American cultures that represents a myriad of religious but due to colonialism there has been serious issues with people disrespecting these deeply religious items and artefacts. Such as the totem pole that was stolen from Canada, specifically the Ank’idaa village in Nass valley (Alanna, 2023) this theft took place in the 1920s which ended with the indigenous people losing an immensely important cultural item from their possessions. And after moving to Scotland the totem pole has now gone back to Canada to live out its life as it should, as a totem pole watching over the land. AS Eva Clayton the president of Nigsa nation mentioned “IT sets out what we can do for our families who know about other artefacts that may have been taken from their possession”. Essentially this is just an acknowledgement of the domino effect that is happnig with repatriations which will help culture and relations around the world.
.

The returning of cultural artefacts has a controversial as there is arguments on both sides although the recent opinion has been shifted into returning the artefacts to the victims this can be seen very plainly with the Austrians proposed legislation of returning all objects obtained under a colonial context (Hickley, 2023)  this legislation would effectively allow every colonial cultural item to be returned to the proper people. This law would mark the first complete repatriation and conclude decades worth of harmful hoarding of cultural items from the indigenous people that the Dutch invaded and conquered. The government will be appointing a team led by Jonathan Fine the science director of the Welt Museum in Vienna although the team will be in a direct quote “intellectually diverse and culturally diverse” (Westerman, 2023) .the introduction of this legislation would allow other countries to follow suit and begin real repatriations.

Throughout this essay I have talked in length about the issue of repatriation and the cultural shift that has happened in 2023 which has caused a wave of change that has affected the world in a very positive way. Despite the fact that the world has faced so much hard ship and the fact that people has committed so many atrocities such as colonisation it is only positive that we can give back and truly apologise for the wrong doings that the people of the past such as the British, Dutch, Canadian and many more.
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