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Database exercise – Fabiana 1819
The Fabiana was a Spanish ship that conducted voyages between 1815 and 1823. The vessel was referred to as a Schooner or Goleta, a large, two mast ship that specialized in the transportation of slaves almost always from unspecified ports in Africa. The information presented will be from the 1819 voyage barring the ID 2315.[footnoteRef:1] The ship had 24 crew members on board including First Mate Augustine Marshal and Second Mate Pedro Betra. It was ensured that the Fabiana had all the required paperwork for a slave trading vessel including a Royal passport before setting off.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Slave Voyages. “Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade - Database.” Slavevoyages.org, 2019, www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/database.
]  [2:  Great Britain House of Commons. Journals of the House of Commons. Vol. 76, H.M. Stationery Office, 1821, p. 679.
] 

The voyage began in Havana, Cuba on June 4th 1819, their heading was South of the Equator, however the ship veered off course for reasons unknown and ended up in Trade Town, Windward Coast on September 1st, a location notorious for slave-trading. The ship was anchored at Trade Town for 17 days before its capture by His Majesty King George IV’s ship the Morgiana on September 18th.[footnoteRef:3] The Fabiana was then taken to Free Town, Sierra Leone under Captain Strong where on October 7th it was condemned by the Commission Courts and the slaves on board were emancipated.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Great Britain House of Commons 679: 76]  [4:  Great Britain. Parliament. Papers Presented to Parliament in 1822. Vol. 1, Westminster, London Gazette Office, 1823, pp. 395–396.
] 

The Fabiana’s Captain was Juan Garcia, an experienced master of numerous slave trading ships between 1811 and 1831. Garcia was responsible for the vessels: Falcāo in 1811, Gran Laberinto in 1817, and Amistad Habanera in 1831. During the Fabiana voyage Garcia went on land alone, ordering the ship to circle the area. Captain Garcia purchased slaves on land and then transported them to the ship by canoe in small groups over a number of days despite the warnings from his officers and crew of the illegality of his actions.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Slave Voyages] 

The original owner of the ship was Martin Hernandez but it was passed to a relative, Gaspar Hernandez by the time of the 1819 voyage. Gaspar was the owner of nine slave ships between 1811 and 1819: Diligente between 1814 and 1815, Dorotea Esperanza in 1811, Dos Amigos between 1815 and 1816, Nueva Fabiana in 1816, Activa between 1817 and 1818, Solicito between 1815 and 1818, Esquina Del Boquete between 1817 and 1818, and Flor de la Mar in 1818. This arsenal of ships was responsible for the transportation of hundreds of slaves from their capture in unspecified African ports to Havana, Cuba and then on to the America’s to be sold.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Slave Voyages] 

A total of thirteen slaves were brought on board the Fabiana from Trade Town, of these, twelve were male, one was female. The material on these slaves is limited to how many were bought by Captain Garcia and their gender, there is no evidence that suggests whether they were children or adults. According to testimony from officers the slaves attempted to protest the illegality of their capture alongside the crew members, to no avail. The testimony points to the slaves having some form of basic education and understanding of their rights by law. The twelve captives were placed in iron shackles almost immediately after boarding the ship and fed a basic ration of rice. They were kept on board in these conditions from September 2nd to September 18th before the Fabiana’s capture by Captain Strong of the Morgiana. However, they were not emancipated until October 7th when the Fabiana was officially confiscated, what happened to them during this 20-day period and the conditions they were kept in is unknown.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Great Britain House of Commons 679: 76] 

I chose the Fabiana from the list provided theorising that the most recent date would have the most resources available to research. I searched Google and came across a database on slave voyages containing information on the trans-Atlantic and Intra-American slave trade. The Slave Voyage database is a collection of information from individual and collective research gathered from libraries and archives across the Atlantic. The website was developed by an interdisciplinary team of historians, librarians, curriculum specialists, cartographers, computer programmers, and web designers, who consulted with scholars of the slave trade from European, African, South American, and North American universities. After navigating the search engine, I was able to find details about the ship, her voyages, Captain, owner, and this particular 1819 voyage with the number of crew and slaves on board. For further information I searched for books on Google and found government documents with the specifics of the voyage in 1819; The circumstances under which the vessel set out on its journey, their intended course, the arrival in Trade Town, the log books reflecting the scattered arrival of the slaves on board and their immediate imprisonment, in addition to the crew protesting the actions were illegal, finally the capture and condemnation of the vessel. 
The research I conducted on the Fabiana highlighted some home truths about the Trans-Atlantic slave trade as a whole. Slave ship owners had multiple ships running across the Trans-Atlantic at any given time with hundreds of slaves being transported. Captains of these trade ships were under the impression they could take slaves from anywhere and be protected by their official paperwork. The treatment of slaves was immediately inhumane, being shackled after boarding a ship and starved with a basic ration of rice, they were ignored and called racial slurs. There was an attempt by the crew of the Fabiana to convince authorities that the slaves were from North of the Equator, the suggestion that these people were from elsewhere informs us that although the trade of slaves was illegal in Windward Coast, it was still legal in other areas.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Great Britain House of Commons 679: 76] 
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