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Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.

According to Spooner et al (2022, chapter 1) Police Officers all over the world play an important part in society as they help to reduce crime and harm wherever they can. Evidence-based policing is an approach developed to use research to help support decisions made by officers. The ATLAS approach was developed to improve policing by asking how the Police can do better, testing new ideas, learning how well these ideas work, adapting the ideas, and improving them and sharing the results of the ideas with other Police Officers. 
Body Worn Cameras (BWCs) are small video cameras that are attached to Officers that have interactions with the public. The cameras capture audio and video of incidents from the officer’s perspective. According to the College of Policing (2021) some research into BWCs have found that the use of them have neither increased crime nor reduced it. Altogether the use of BWCs have not had a statistical impact on crime.
If we were to apply the ATLAS approach to BWCs we will be able to see where we can improve to ensure that all cameras become a reliable witness. Police forces all around the world have a test group of Officers wear the BWCs and have them report back with how it went while they also have another group of Officers go out and interact with the public without wearing the cameras so that they can compare the experience both groups had. Then all Police forces can share their findings and what they think could improve the use of BWCs.
In a YouTube video posted by 10 Tampa Bay (2020) a Police officer is interviewed by a news reporter and is asked about BWCs. The officer stated that he thinks they are a “great tool” and then went on to say about how he hopes that the use of BWCs will help improve the relationship between communities and Police departments.
As well as BWCs being used to record incidents between officers and civilians they also have a use in recorded incidents between officers. In a video posted by Law&Crime Network (2022) we see the video start off with a white male officer arrive at a scene where officers are arresting a black male. The officer walks up to the car and, when the suspect is inside the car, the officer threatens him by saying “never get disrespectful to my officers or I will remove your soul from your body” while also using a string of profanities. In the video we see the incident from the perspective of another officer that was on scene. From the perspective of the other officer, we can see a female officer approach the male officer after he threatened the suspect and grab his Police utility belt and drag him away from the suspect. The male officer proceeds to grab the female officer by the throat and threaten her. The male officer was reportedly charged with four crimes from this incident, one of which was battery and assault on a law enforcement officer. 
There are many advantages to using BWCs that benefit both officers and civilians. One advantage is that when officers interact with civilians in a high-stake incident such as a robbery scene when the officer is wearing a BWC then both the officer and the suspect are more likely to keep their composure as both are aware of the camera that is recording their actions and words. Another advantage is that in a high stakes situation the camera provides footage to make it easier to piece together what happened and it also shows what decisions the officer made in the situation. One final advantage of BWCs is that it helps protect officers against false accusations or use of unnecessary force (Kissiah, 2022).
As well as there being advantages to BWCs there are also disadvantages. According to Kissiah (2022) one disadvantage of using BWCs is the concern with privacy for both officers and civilians. Another disadvantage is that the cameras may reduce the number of people that come forward as a credible witness as they fear public exposure that could put them at risk. 
During a domestic violence incident BWCs will be extremely useful for the officers and for the victim. They help by providing video evidence of the incident. Another way they are useful in domestic situations are because they act as a way of ensuring that the officers on scene are following the correct procedure.
After law enforcement all around the world have been equipping their officers with BWCs there has been a growing interest to explore the use of video evidence and recorded victim statements and how the use of BWCs impact domestic violence investigations. In the USA domestic violence effects every one in three women and continues to be a growing crime. Officers are likely to have frequent contact with a potential victim of domestic violence. When officers are called to a scene where a domestic violence crime has been committed the officers are responsible for collecting statements and evidence from the scene to help build a case to present to the prosecutor (Backes, B, et al, 2023). The gathering of evidence could also help to have a strong case to file for a restraining order.  According to Backes, B et al (2023) the has been a development into a new strategy to help upgrade the quality and availability of evidence in domestic violence cases. The Use of BWCs in these cases are useful as they help collect video footage of what the scene is like when the officers arrive. At this point in time BWCs have not been in use for a long time so the amount of research we have on the use of them is very limited and the practices of Police using them at scene of domestic violence crimes is largely unexplored. 
In Video posted to YouTube revealed the moments when a man opened fire on a house where two Police Officers and the women he abused were inside. The video starts off with the two Officers enter the house with the victim and not even two minutes later the suspect entered the house with a gun and fired 11 shots at the Officers. Both Officers were hit during this incident with one bullet hitting one officer in the thigh and the other Officer got hit in the hand. One Officer was able to fire nine shots while the other Officer fired 15. The suspect did not survive but the domestic violence victim was unharmed (Eyewitness News ABC7NY (2021). In the video the news reporter mentioned a statement released by the New York Police Department talked about how BWCs are amazing as they “provide transparency into police actions, accountability for Officers” and they also help to increase the level of trust between communities and Police. 
After the incident with George Floyd in 2020 when he was murdered by Police, Officers all over the world were under scrutiny for how they act and after the video of what happened to George Floyd was released the trust between members of the public and the Police went down. 
What people don’t see though is the way that Officers risk their lives to protect others.
Writing this paper revealed that BWCs are looking very likely to becoming a great use for Police all around the world. They are a great way for Police to collect evidence and they also act as a protector for Police if they ever find themselves in a situation where a civilian is making false accusations against them. One downside to using BWCs is that Officers can turn them on and off whenever they so please meaning they could easily turn the camera off and assault a suspect and then turn the camera back on and then there will be no evidence of what the officer did.
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