Portfolio of 3 elements in Wales
 Relationship between the Police and Welsh Communities during the 1984 miners' strike.
The 1984 miners' strike shows examples of how the relationship between the police, and the Welsh communities was affected by events that happened to the communities themselves or what had been reported by the media. 
According to the People’s History Museum (2024) Police were brought in from other cities to Welsh communities which often had no links to mining or understanding of these communities. These officers would cause distrust in these communities because of the lack of trust and communication between the public and the officers because these officers were strangers to them and not from the communities. People’s History Museum (2024) states that local officers would take a more sensitive approach to the picket lines because they could understand the issues that were happening unlike some of the officers that came from out of Wales, because of these issues people distrusted the Police that came from outside of their communities.  Peoples History Museum (2024) state that police would hide their badge number to hide their identity, this would have made communities more distrustful of police because they had no way of finding out officer's names, this would make people less likely to trust the police.
[bookmark: _Int_DOHGSfe7][bookmark: _Int_XSgdyfvK]The picket lines were often Policed to ensure that working miners would be able to continue to go to work without interference of the striking miners. Police were used to ensure that working miners would be able to enter the pits and work without being targeted by the striking miners, the National Coal Mining Museum (no dates) states that roadblocks were used to stop strikers from reaching the pits, The Museum of Wales (No date) states that most of the picketing was relatively peaceful and orderly, but the “good natured” pushing and shoving between the strikers and some of the police was portrayed as violent picket lines, this representation would cause the mistrust in the police and Welsh communities to grow. Media reporting on a majority of pickets that turned into ‘riots’ would also cause the mistrust in police, Orgreave was one of the most well-known riots that took place, the brutality that was experienced by the miners. Foster (2024) states that police were beating and charging on horses towards the picketers on horses, the media reported that the miners were the ones that were violent when in actuality it was the Police. Communities would have seen the reports of these events and the distrust towards the police would have grown. The Celynen south colliery was the most well-known Welsh protest, the Northern Mine Research Society (no date) states that hundreds of strikers fought against the police. These events and the way that they were reported by the media would have made communities not trust the Police more because of the violence and misinformation being spread. 
Lawrence (no date) states that miners were often taunted by the Police about the fact that they were getting paid and the strikers were getting nothing, some police would also agitate the strikers and arrests were common among some picket lines just to reduce the number of strikers that were at the pickets. This shows that the officers actions were the reason for the distrust towards them by the communities. But the opposite could also be said for the opposite, Lawrence (no date) states that some of the striking minors would slash the tyres of officer's cars and received threatening letters that would contains abuse towards them. 
All these situations shows that there were many situations where the Police would abuse their power against the communities that they were stationed in these actions would cause distrust and hostile situations within picket lines and communities. But there were also situations where it was the strikers that caused issues with the police, but this all caused issues within the communities. 

Key priorities of the police force
[bookmark: _Int_i1Bbr50a][bookmark: _Int_wB8iEoOj][bookmark: _Int_fhp7aZGt]The South Wales Police’s crime and justice plan 2025-29 sets out the priorities of the Police to improve performance and improve the relationship between the public and the Police. According to Wools (2025) the new priorities would focus on positive change by listening to the local communities ensuring the Police are a safe, just and inclusive place to work. Wools wants to follow five priorities that will ensure positive change within the Police. Visible, connected and community focused policing, crime prevention and crime reduction, protecting vulnerable people and communities including online, delivering justice and reducing re-offending and policing fit for the future. These values are used as guidance to ensure positive change within policing and ensuring trust from the public based on these priorities. The first priority the Wools (2025) speaks about is visible, connected and community focused policing, building trust with communities is how the police resolve situations by gathering information that people may have. By making the police visible within communities the public will feel safer they are more likely to work with police and willingly give information about crime in the area. 
Another advantage to this priority is that it could also help prevent crime within these communities, this would be through deterrence due to police presence and engaging with the public. Police engagement with young people in these communities would also affect the amount of anti-social behaviour. With police presence in the area and interacting with young people it would deter them from performing acts of anti-social behaviour. Another priority that Wools (2025) is working on is crime prevention and violence reduction, they would like to work with schools to educate young people about healthy relationships and behaviours. By intervening early, young people can change behaviour that they have been engaging in and ensuring that they have a better chance of not being involved in crime as they grow up. They want to address the main drivers of anti-social behaviour and violence within communities so that they can reduce offending and ensuring that people feel safe in public. 
North Wales Police have new priorities for 2025-2028. The Police and Crime Commissioner Dunbobbin (2025) states that there are a multitude of priorities that they are focusing on, the first being serious and organised crime. Serious and organised crime can affect communities and businesses, crimes involved in this priority would be, fraud, money laundering, bribery and corruption among others. Dunbobbin (2025) plans to scrutinise the North Wales Police on how they tackle serious and organised crime, ensure a targeted approach to ensure resources are used in preventative and proactive ways and make a plan on how to reduce offending of this crime. Like South Wales Police, Dunbobbin (2025) want to tackle the issue of anti-social behaviour, increased levels of anti-social behaviour can make people within communities feel unsafe, so tackling these issues can ensure that the relationship with communities and the police is strong so that people are willing to co-operate with police whenever an issues arises. Dunbobbin (2025) wants to continue focus on neighbourhood policing and policing presence within area where there a regular issue with anti-social behaviour, so increasing police presence and activity it would deter people from committing these acts and lead youths in the right direction instead of being involved with the police. 
Is there a need for one Police force in Wales?
In 2022 the Welsh Government published Delivering Justice for Wales which reiterated their points as to why Wales should have its own criminal justice system that gives the Welsh Government power over probation, Policing and youth justice. Valsamids (2021) states that Wales has control over small aspects of the justice system, but Wales is being “let down” by not having complete control over the system, report mentioned that the amount of funding that the Welsh Government gets from Parliament was not enough to make any major changes to the system. Webster (2014) states that the Stevens report that was conducted found three structures of a plan that could work in the future, first is locally negotiated mergers and agreements which would mean that police forces would group together to share information and supporting others. Second, regionalisation which is ten forces merging and becoming one. Finally, is a national police force for England and Wales together instead of Police force England and Police force Wales. Police federation (2023) accounts that the chief for Dyfed Powys Police stated that he thought that the Welsh Police forces should merge into one, citing the success of the Scottish Police forces becoming one, talking about the benefits of operational benefits that would help with modern policing. Thomas (2014) states that the Second silk report recommended that policing and related areas of crime prevention and community safety should be devolved but cross border police co-operation should be maintained, powers related to arrest, interrogation and charging of suspects should remain the same unless criminal law is involved among other recommendations. The silk commission did a poll, and they found that 63% of people in Wales thought that the National Assembly and Welsh Government should have control over policing in Wales whilst 48% believed that policing was already devolved however the UK Government stated that policing issues are cross borders situations or provide significant economies. But on the other hand, it would be a great cost to the UK Government to devolve policing. The North Wales Police and Crime Commissioner states that there’s not enough positive reason to devolve the police at the time to ensure that everything would go smoothly. 
There are benefits and disadvantages to devolving the Welsh Police, but it would have to be looked over carefully to decide whether it would be the best thing for Wales at the time and ensuring it would be the best for the general public.
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