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[bookmark: _GoBack]Task 1-Ryan Moule-Observational Writing: Identify an image and write a semiotic analysis
Semiotics is the study of signs and sign using behaviour (Saussure, 1913). It investigates how meaning is created and communicated. Semiotics can translate a picture from an image into words and delve into media to gain a deeper meaning than what it first displays. It is important because they reveal the way which signs communicate ideas, attitudes and beliefs. In context of television, film, and other media semiotics explains the way images are used to represent and relay information the audience. We as humans are taught how to read signs and symbols (Berger 1972). The colour of traffic light signals would be one, red meaning “stop” and green meaning “go”. The word listen signifies to the meaning of us using our ears and processing what we are being told. 
The piece I am deconstructing is an advert by “Dove”.  The advert presents what “perfect curves” are with three well figured women, in an upbeat soundtrack, with audio narrative and the logo of dove with the selling product.  
[image: ]The advert starts with three green exercise balls and the dove logo, it then skips to three in shape females. Each one is holding one of the green balls. A Narrative then asks, “what makes perfect curves?” whilst listing out 3 components in which the cream can perfect. Tightness, elasticity, smoothness. Its ending caption reads “part of the dove firming range, perfect curves for real”.








The denotative meaning of this advert could be that loose and unsmooth curves aren’t perfect or beautiful. Each model is skinny and in shape with their skin all shiny and toned, this could mean that bigger, larger women are not seen as “real curves” or perfect in any shape or form with their lumps and bumps of skin as it emphasises the word perfect. Each woman in the advert displays a very happy, bouncy emotion projecting from the advert that with tight, elastic skin you will be happy like these three. At the end of the advert it states “reduces visible cellulite” implying again that cellulite is not to be seen and using this cream will cover it up.
The colours used throughout the advert display very bright and clean. The whole background is white, and the exercise balls are bright green, a symbolic coded message of white cleanliness and freshness. The balls are signifiers of the emphasis on “elastic” “smooth” skin as balls are bouncy and in this case of the advert very shiny and new, this signifies how the cream will make you feel.
[image: ]




The soundtrack for this advert displays a linguistic message, comprised of an upbeat choir and orchestra that relays a complimentary relationship to the images and advert itself. The composition projects the dancing feeling to the advert, and makes the viewer feel excited and entices them in to try this new product with its pleasuring soundtrack that also correlates well with the women in the advert displaying a joyful atmosphere. It also repeatedly sings “perfect curves” pushing this idea onto the viewer.
The advert images are polysemous, the create an objective of happiness, and perfection (to what society sees at perfect), but also the naturalism with the viewers as well as the glamour to have the bodies as shown. The advert is deconstructed into separate messages. the Linguistic message (the soundtrack), the literal non coded iconic message (smooth skin happy women), the symbolic coded iconic message (skinnier bodies are perfect). 
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Task 2 Manifesto (Julia’s Task)

1. Think outside the box- don’t be so closed minded and explore new things
2. Constantly question things- don’t accept everything for as it is.
3. don’t be afraid to make mistakes- a mistake can be a beautiful thing.
4. Take my time and be patient.
5. Treat everyday as a learning curve- good and the bad.
6. Use my art to break boundaries- in society as well as my own beliefs.
7. Don’t restrict myself be free and evolve as a person.
8. Be present always, don’t dwell on anything, learn and move on.


















3. don’t be afraid to make mistakes- a mistake can be a beautiful thing.
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(Julia Margret Cameron 1867)
Understand that a mistake can be a beautiful thing, exploring and expanding my artist traits involve evolving and constantly improving. To achieve this a mistake must be embraced, a piece of art that becomes an accident may just become the best thing to happen to my work and create a new style of art. Julia Margret Cameron’s Photographs were smudged and smeared out of focus. But “the biggest cause of criticism was the thing that, ironically would turn out to be the hallmark of her style and enduring her fame: her mistakes.” (bbc culture 2016) 
Throughout my work I will allow whatever will happen will happen and even if I don’t like it, I will still embrace it for what it is and find a way to incorporate it into my work.

7.Don’t restrict myself be free and evolve as a person.
Positively embrace all new styles of art and how it will be presented and created; understand that to create new art means searching for different dimensions. Dissect everything I come across an analyse, construct and deconstruct until I discover new meanings and embrace it all as it comes. “creativity takes courage” (Henri Matisse 1913). I will constantly challenge myself to discover who I am within my art. “an artist must never be a prisoner, a prisoner of himself, prisoner of style, success etc.” (Henri Matisee 1913).


6.  Use my art to break boundaries- in society as well as my own beliefs.
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Jenny Savillle – “Propped”
In society it is very easy to be pushed into being like everyone else and believe what everyone else does just to conform. I want to break away from this with my work and be the decider of my own beliefs to make them more personal to me. I want my work to project these beliefs and understandings to display it to others, and possibly change any views people may have from society. jenny Saville does this within her work to break the boundaries of society of beauty and female figure. Her paintings project anti beauty and exaggerating bodily elements on females. Females in art and society for centuries have been pushed into the minds that skinny is beautiful and fat is not, she breaks this idea completely within her pieces by showing the flesh in it most “disgusting” but beautiful and naturalist form. I want to incorporate this idea into my work and break boundaries of society, all humans especially in their natural form are beautiful. I will look into different social topics for this such as racism, and discrimination against race (black is bad and white is good), from a more feminist approach would be the importance of women and how we are treated. I want to break these social norms and infect my work with these beliefs to showcase to the world and alter people’s beliefs.  
“there is a thing about beauty, beauty is always associated with the male fantasy….. I don’t think there is anything wrong with beauty…. There can be beauty in individualism. If there is a wart or a scar this can be beautiful”- Jenny Saville 2005
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Task 3-  Jon Pugh-Reflective Writing: Do you know what you think?
An observational reflection of my own paintings inspired by Jenny Saville. Her work particularly caught my eye as during my research into society and beauty I stumbled across one of her striking paintings that projects “un-airbrushed” female forms and is bursting with imperfections, that to me are perfectly imperfect. Saville proclaimed herself “anti-beauty”, focusing on exaggerating the bodily elements that society deemed unsightly. 
When Saville first started her work, she was obsessed with obese women in shopping malls. She told The guardian she was “fascinated by the way her two breasts would become one, the way her fat moved.” Throughout her work, she developed her work further and went down a more morbid route where she was painting crimes scenes and the morgue. The fascination of the flesh and how it moves heightened to where she created a painting of a child’s bloodied head, sharp red brush strokes are used. This showed her evolution of work and how she was constantly producing different styles and evolving in the way she thought. 
 I firstly wanted to look at her style of painting. One that really stood out for me is an image named “propped” 1992. The image displays an overly large women and all her forms and creases within her skin very prominent. However, the one thing I took from this piece was that she was the main thing within the painting, her body filled the canvas and her positioning was centre, it was hard to not notice her and her imperfections. Saville’s brushstrokes and emphasises on the curves really stood out for me and I took this into my own work by emphasizing shaded areas and rolls. One of my paintings I really tried to use a lot of highlight and shadowing technique as Saville did. 
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(propped 1992)
Whilst studying Saville’s work and society with beauty today I feel women feel guilt and disgust for not being skinny. It can be said that being thin is a pressure from social community and that therefore women’s bodies are owned by society. In a book written by Naomi Wolf The beauty myth she writes “a cultural fixation on female thinness is not an obsession about the female beauty but an obsession about female obedience” (wolf 1991).
Therefore, influencing my work, I created four small paintings in acrylic. Each canvas showed a “imperfection” within society, for example, wrinkles. Botox is used so widely across the world to hide the beautiful most natural things like wrinkles. therefore, I created a piece that displays only that. I made it the centre of attention when looking at my piece so you could not hide away from it, its there in front of you and its to be taken in its most natural beautiful form as jenny Saville did with her painting. Her work helped me expand my understanding of proportion within a canvas.
[image: ]
(my work)
Throughout this process I have grown as an artist, and my desire to study into the female form and beauty standards has become infectious. Her influence has helped me open my mind to be more confident with my work and allow my mind to go wild with ideas. I feel my research will now go much further and my paintings will somewhat show her influence in one way or another whether that be the brush strokes she used or simply even her choice of colour scheme.
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