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Abstract:
The aim of this dissertation is to discuss how Policing has changed in relation to Domestic Abuse incidents and investigations over the last 10 years. 
This topic of discussion is an essential part of Policing, and it is important to understand the changes, including the positives and the negatives. This is worthy of a dissertation as it not just an essential part of policing but also it is part of people’s everyday lives.
Domestic Abuse is a main focus when it comes to Policing, it is one topic which can cover almost all criminal offences in one and is something Police officer’s come across in everyday Policing. It is also one particular subject that comes under scrutiny within Policing and one area within Policing that has changed drastically over the last 10 years.
This chapter of the dissertation provides the background and the context for this research and why this particular topic is important in relation to research.
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Chapter 1: Introduction
The purpose of this dissertation is to research How Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years. This chapter of the dissertation will provide some background information into Domestic Abuse and discuss why the topic of Domestic Abuse in Policing is important.

1.1: Background into Domestic Abuse
 Women’s Aid, (2023) define Domestic Abuse as an incident or pattern of incidents which have numerous elements to it, some being controlling, coercive or violent behaviour. They continue to define Domestic Abuse as it usually being identified by partners or ex partners but can also include family members. 
Centreforwomensjustice, (2021) completed a report which showed that over the last three years Police prosecutions in relation to Domestic Abuse have collapsed by 50%, this can be for many reason such as insufficient evidence or a victim retracting there statement and not willing to support a police prosecution. 
On completing background research into this topic, Dowling and Morgan, (2018) discussed how different technologies over the last 10 years have been introduced into policing which have assisted with investigations one being Body Worn Video and another being work Mobile Phone’s for Police Officer’s. Body Worn Video will be further discussed in detail throughout the dissertation.
[bookmark: _Hlk170783584]In 2018 a survey was completed in England and Wales which showed that 1.3 million women and 695,000 men experienced Domestic Abuse in just that year. Elkin, (2018). This research shows statistics of just how many people are suffering from Domestic Abuse and why it is so important that Police understand the changes that have come in and that more research is completed regarding Domestic Abuse.


1.2: Aims and Objectives
The aim of this research is to demonstrate the benefits and negatives in relation to Policing Domestic Abuse and also to express the changes that need to be continued in relation to Policing Domestic Abuse. This dissertation will focus on How Policing has changed over the last 10 years in relation to Domestic Abuse.

The key objectives of this research are:
1. Understand how Domestic Abuse investigations and incidents are currently undertaken by Response police Officer’s and staffs in order to demonstrate the benefits of Domestic Abuse investigation changes.
2. Discuss the positives and negatives changes contrary to Domestic Abuse investigation within the Police Force. 
3. Discuss the changes in relation to Domestic Abuse over the last 10 years in terms of Policing. 
These Objectives will be completed by specifically looking at how Domestic Abuse investigations and incidents are dealt with currently, researching particular problems surrounding Domestic Abuse investigations/incidents and analysing the positive outcomes since legislation changes have been introduced.

1.3: Structure
In this dissertation, chapters will be allocated to ensure that the aims and objectives are completed. Chapter two of the dissertation will cover the literature of the research. It will cover previous and current research on Domestic Abuse as well as discuss the changes that have come into policing. 
Chapter three will discuss the research technique and methodology that will be used throughout the dissertation. 
Chapter four will then discuss and analyse the data that is collected as a result of using the research technique which has been mentioned in chapter three. This data will then be analysed to compare and understand the research. 
The next chapter will be chapter Five, this chapter will bring the dissertation to a close discussing the objectives that have been met, the limitations throughout the research and recommendations that will be made. 

The final Chapter of the dissertation will be chapter six, Chapter six will just provide a conclusion to the dissertation. 

1.5: Conclusion 
This first chapter has discussed the background of Domestic Abuse which is the research topic as well as discussed how the dissertation will be laid out, it has also laid out the aims and objectives that the dissertation will aim to achieve. The next chapter will analyse current literature that currently exists within Domestic Abuse. 









Chapter 2 – Literature Review

2.1: Introduction 
This chapter of the dissertation seeks to provide an analysis of Domestic Abuse research which has been conducted over the last 10 years.
It will look at research that has already been completed on Domestic Abuse and focus on particular topics within Domestic Abuse like Coercive and Controlling Behaviour. It will look at the changes of Domestic Abuse when it comes to policing, the gaps within the research and how this will link into current research. It is important to conduct research into Domestic Abuse as it is one of all police forces biggest problems with the risk of police failing resulting in serious implications for victims.  It is also important to see the positives changes within policing, completing research on this particular topic can provide victims with reassurance that more is being done to improve policing in regards to Domestic Abuse. 

The purpose of this chapter is to achieve objective three of the dissertation which for reference, is: Discuss the changes in relation to Domestic Abuse over the last 10 years in terms of Policing 
The objectives will be achieved by researching literature from other academics on this particular topic, using internet search engines and using general research surrounding Domestic Abuse and how Policing has changed regarding this topic in the last 10 years. 






2.2: Coercive and Controlling Behaviour 
Over the last 10 years policing has continued to change their approach to policing Domestic Abuse. One major change was the introduction to a new offence, the new offence being Coercive and Controlling Behaviour, which was introduced in 2015, specifically Section 76 of the Serious Crime Act 2015. Domestic Abuse, 10 years ago would be restricted to physical violence which occurred in a relationship only. Coercive and Controlling Behaviour extends Domestic Abuse and now covers emotional, financial, acts and patterns of acts in relationships where victims can now seek justice. Women’s Aid, (2018).
Section 76 Serious Crime Act 2015 also known as the offence of Coercive and Controlling Behaviour was introduced to cover more offences for Domestic Abuse. A person can now be arrested for their behaviour in the relationship such as if a person is monitoring another’s time, isolating a person and depriving a person of their basic needs they are now able to be arrested and put before the Crown Prosecution Service. Crown Prosecution Service, (2019).

Before this was introduced the offence was missed, it was not investigated or even assessed. 
In current times, victims of Domestic Abuse are now able to report the offence of Domestic Abuse with different elements being investigated. Now, more elements of Domestic Abuse are able to be investigated such as emotional abuse, financial abuse and physical abuse. Stark and Hester, (2019). A person who commits the offence of Domestic Abuse can now be arrested and received a prison sentence based solely on one element of Domestic Abuse such as Emotional Abuse, whereas 10 years ago the main element looked at would by physical abuse. This provides victims with a chance to get justice for suffering Domestic Abuse whether it be one element of it or all elements. Staffordshire Police, (N.D).
The problem with this offence being brought in at the time was that Police officer’s 
had no training on this legislation. Coercive and Controlling Behaviour can also be a difficult offence to prove with evidence not always being visible and there being different points to prove within the offence an example being, it can be difficult to provide evidence to the court that someone is being emotionally abused by being isolated from family and friends as this is not always recorded or visible evidence. Bishop and Bettinson, (2018).
Brennan et al, (2021) provides a report which focuses on Coercive and Controlling Behaviour within the policing context. This report solely focuses on Coercive and Controlling Behaviour within policing only. Coercive and Controlling Behaviour is just one of the many changes that has come into Police Forces within the last 10 years providing victims with an opportunity to receive justice for being emotionally abused. This report mainly focused on Coercive and Controlling Behaviour and how it was first introduced as an offence. It does not discuss the change that Police Forces have put into place since this legislation was introduced, it does not discuss the training that police officers have received since or discuss statistics, an example being of how Police arrest rates have improved in relation to Domestic Abuse since the introduction of Coercive and Controlling Behaviour legislation. 


2.3 – Support Structures 
Davies et al, 2021) completed a report whereby he discussed different interventions that have been put into place for domestic abuse such as engaging with the perpetrator, the report was completed with 4 different police forces using police staff and officer’s. The report discusses a lot of positives around policing Domestic Abuse however fails to discuss the failings of the police within Domestic Abuse. The report mentions about an Independent Domestic Abuse Advisor also known as IDVA. 
IDVA’S have been introduced in the last 10 years, they are designed to engage with a victim of Domestic Abuse, support the victim and work with partner agencies in order to meet the victim’s need. 
Despite IDVA’S being one of the great changes that has come into policing over the last 10 years, a major issue with this is funding. IDVA’S are majorly under funded which has a great effect on victims of Domestic Abuse, as IDVA’S are provided to the victim as a support structure. Forbes et al, (2023). 
Gov, (2023) discusses how the Ministry of Justice are looking provide £34 million in funds to IDVA’S by 2024/2025.  This will provide more victims of Domestic Abuse with more support, this report shows that Domestic Abuse changes are still needed despite the changes that are already in place. 

Another change which has been introduced is the introduction of Body Worn Video Camera’s to police officer’s also known as BWV as briefly mentioned previously. BWV is a great evidential tool for investigations especially with Domestic Abuse victims. It can provide visible evidence especially with an offence such as Coercive and Controlling Behaviour, it can portray the victim as being withdrawn, frightened and nervous when speaking to officer’s about the offence which all provides good evidence within a case. Owens et al, (2014). 


However BWV does also have its negatives, victim’s may be less willing to engage knowing they are being recorded and can pose a bigger risk to them. This is because some victim’s may feel it is difficult to open up and talk about their situation and when they are under the impression they are being recorded they may fear that what they have disclosed to Police Officer’s may get back to the offender. BWV can also feel like an invasion of privacy to some victims and even some police officer’s. Crow et al (2017).
BWV captures the surroundings of the victim which can also be proven negative for them if referrals go into to partner agencies such as social services whereby children are involved. Belknap and Grant, (2018). 

Victims of Domestic Abuse can often have children involved in their relationship, a main concern for them when disclosing the abuse, they have suffered to police officer’s is the concern of social services getting involved. When surroundings are capture on Body Worn Video this can be provided to social services and victims may be less willing to allow Police Officers access to their home address because of this. 

Body Worn Video were introduced over 10 years ago, however changes involving BWV with everyday policing continue. Lippert and Newell, (2016) completed a report on the negatives of Body Worn Video in relation to violating a person’s privacy which is a human right as previously mentioned above. 








Despite this report there are many positives, it often protects a Police Officer from an allegation’s that can be made from members of the public or victims and also provides for good evidence for victims as mentioned in relation to the Crown Prosecution Service.
Another change which was introduced in 2003 was Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference also known as MARAC. Robinson (2013). Any person in relation to Domestic Abuse can have a referral to MARAC, it tends to be for high-risk victims of Domestic Abuse. Police Officer’s will complete an assessment and if they deem suitable, they will put a referral into MARAC. MARAC will arrange a meeting and discuss the risks of the victim and the strategies they can put into place for safeguarding the victim the best they can. 
Robbins et al, (2014) completed a report which showed that there were currently at the time of the report 260 MARAC meetings in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, the majority of the referrals coming from Police Forces. The report does not discuss how beneficial MARAC meetings are such as the communication between different organisations such as social services, police and GP’s, this is beneficial when it comes to a Domestic Abuse victim as all information can be shared in order to understand the full risks to the victim.  MARAC is important in relation to Domestic Abuse as there are different partner agencies which will be involved in the meeting such as Police Officer’s, Social Services, GP’s, these partner agencies can share important information that they have on the victim which provides each partner agencies with the best strategy that can be put into place for safeguarding the victim. Mclaughlin et al, (2018). 







2.4: Safeguarding tools
The most recent change which has come into policing which covers Domestic Abuse is Stalking Protection Orders, The Stalking Protection Act 2019 was introduced in 2019, it is an order which can prevent a person from being stalked. Legal Guidance, (2023).
Stalking does not always fall within the purview of Domestic Abuse however it often follows when a victim of Domestic Abuse leaves there abusive relationship. Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse find it difficult when the abuse cycle is broken and often commit further offences once the relationship is over such as Stalking. There are negatives to Stalking Protection Orders such as evidence is not always present and numerous unwanted contact needs to be recording in order to apply for one.
Taylor-DUNN and Erol, (2023) completed a report discussing improving a victim’s journey in relation to stalking, they discuss how police officers previously were not able to identify the difference between Stalking and Harassment, they discussed how lack of training for police officer’s failed the victims as victim’s often felt blamed by police officer’s and left feeling unsatisfied. This report is fairly recent which shows that more improvement needs to put in place in relation to Stalking so victims are not feeling blamed by Police Officers and are receiving full protection.  
Another change which has come in before the last 10 years is the Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment Risk Assessment Tool also known as DASH. DASH is a tool used by police officers to grade the risk of a relationship between an offender and victim by using their professional judgement. Thornton, (2017). 
DASH is a standard practise tool used by all police officer’s when attending an Domestic Abuse whether there is offences or just an incident that has occurred, this report does not discuss the benefits of a DASH for police officer’s and the person’s involved. Almond et al, (2017).


Another benefit to DASH is that they are often completed before a victim provides a statement which allows the police officer to be more aware of particular offences that may have occurred in a Domestic Abuse relationship such as if a victim has been strangled the DASH covers this which can then be further explored if the victim provides a statement. The answers the victims provide to police officers will affect the action that the police force take. DASH, (2023).

Different Police forces have slowly introduced new programmes which are designed to work with the perpetrator in relation to Domestic Abuse, it gives them the opportunity to understand their behaviour and help them to change their ways, this is known as Domestic Abuse Perpetrator Programme also known as DAPP’S. The A Project, (N.D). 
This is a fairly recent introduction into force therefore there is no research that has been completed on this.

A extremely important change that has been brought into UK Policing is Domestic Violence Protection Orders also known as DVPO’S and Domestic Violence Protection Notice’s, also known as DVPN’S. DVPN’S/DVPO’S are usually put in place if an offender has been arrested for a Domestic Abuse related offence but the decision has been made for No Further Action usually down to insufficient evidence. These orders are put in place in order to allow the victim time to plan long term safety away from the offender. BlackBurn and Graca, (2021). 

This report fails to mention the negatives of a DVPN from a police officer’s perspective. One negative being they can be difficult to put into place due to needed authorisation from superior ranks in the police force such as a superintendent. It also fails to mention that a DVPN is a piece of paper instructing a person to not breach the conditions however a relentless offender can disregard this, a DVPN does not provide full safeguarding. 
All police forces have their own policies in relation to Domestic Abuse and how they are expected to take action regarding it, Gwent Police have a Domestic Abuse policy whereby positive action must be taken. This positive action can be from separating parties, arresting the offender, and completing the correct referrals following an incident. College of policing, (2015). Rapport building is one of the most important tools when it comes to engaging with a Domestic Abuse victim, rapport building can be as easy as listening to a victim and appearing engaged. Roberts, (2010). It is important to build a rapport with a victim so they feel comfortable with opening up to police officers, this will then allow the victim to provide information to police officers so they are able to establish offences that have occurred in the relationship.


2.5: Policing in previous years 	

Police Officers have not always been as proactive as they are now when it comes to Policing Domestic Abuse. Police Officer’s previously would feel uncomfortable about arresting offenders in terms of Domestic Abuse, an example being if a person was assaulted but this has not been witnessed by a police officer they would feel uncomfortable arresting for it. There is most likely some stigma still around this however Police officers are not always present when offences occur which goes back to Gwent Police positive action, despite how they feel in relation to Domestic Abuse, positive action must be taken.

Sherman, (2018) researched Domestic Abuse but over the last 50 years. In this he discusses that there were certain impacts when it came to Police Officers arresting for Domestic Abuse, one being that arresting an offender would increase the risk to the victim and to the offender. This could be for many reasons, one being the offender could be released without bail conditions and return straight home to the victim. Another being a risk to the offender could be poor mental health following the arrest. 
When it comes to Police Officer’s arresting a person for any offence there is always negatives and risks which may follow however this report does not discuss the detailed risk assessments that are now in place for offenders. These risk assessments are completed on an offender entering custody and completed one more when they are leaving Police Custody. Woof, (2020).
In terms of offenders returning straight to the victim, disregarding their bail conditions and returning to the victim there are offences in place such as Breach of Bail Conditions which can prevent an offender from Breaching their bail and protect the victim. 

Victims are often withdrawn and reluctant to speak to police officers. Birdsall and Boulton, (2022) discus that changes need to be brought in to help the relationship between police officer’s and victims. However, this report fails to mention the tools already in place which can help police officer’s build and work on the relationship with victims to help them engage, despite these tools being in place, improvement can always be continued to be made in order for victims of Domestic Abuse to get the best service when reporting to Police. Victims of Domestic Abuse are often afraid to speak out due to the psychology abuse they have suffered from the perpetrator, when a police officer comes into the situation they are often seen as a stranger which can be difficult for the victim to speak out which is why rapport building is an essential for Police officers.



2.6: Conclusion
To conclude it is clear to see there have been many changes which have had a significant impact or members of the public and policing in relation to Domestic Abuse however Domestic Abuse research needs to continue, especially when it comes to policing changes towards Domestic Abuse to build public confidence in policing and to reduce Domestic Abuse offences. The next chapter will look at the method of research that will be used throughout the dissertation. 
[bookmark: _Toc71135982]Chapter 3: Methodology 
3.1 Introduction
The previous chapter of the dissertation achieved objective two of this study after analysing existing literature surrounding the topic of Policing Domestic Abuse over the last 10 years. This chapter of the dissertation provides the research methodology that will be employed in gathering data and analysis which is relevant to the research. The methodologies will include areas such as the location of the study, research designs, sampling and sample size, types of data and data collection method.
This research will cover Domestic Abuse overall and will not solely focus on one particular offence. This research will come from current serving police officers and staff who have seen the difference that has been made over the last 10 years. It will discuss the positives that have come, the negatives that have come and what changes will need to come.
Cambridge, (2019) define Research as “a detailed study of a subject, especially in order to discover (new) information or reach a (new) understanding. This research will be a detailed study on How Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years, furthermore, to discover more or new information and a better understanding on Policing Domestic Abuse. 
The purpose of this study is to gain more insight into how policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years. The objective of this research is to answer what major problems police officers have faced and the feedback that they have received regarding this from the public such as continuing to improve policing Domestic Abuse.
The topic of Domestic Abuse investigation has not been widely researched, smaller topics within Domestic Abuse have been researched but not overall, my research will look to cover Domestic Abuse overall. 




3.2:  Research design 
There are numerous research designs but there are two particular research designs one being exploratory research and another being description research. Descriptive research focuses more on the “what” of the research subject than the “why” of the research subject. MCCOMBES, (2023). Descriptive research will be used in this particular research as not much is known on this research, questionnaires are often used to conduct it. 

Exploratory research is used to understand, investigate and to have another perceptive on the research. HASSAN, (2022). Exploratory research will be used in this particular research as the researcher will look to investigate the researched question and get more knowledge of other persons perspective. This is important for the research in order to provide the best response. 

In terms of collecting the data there are two research method designs to consider which are Primary and Secondary Data.  Primary Data is when the data is collected directly from the source. Hassan, (2022). There are numerous methods used for this including Questionnaires which will be applied in this research. Secondary data is data that is already available to access making it pre-existing, this includes research which is already published such as journalism, books, ect. Hassan, (2022).

3.3: Research Approach 
The respondents will be people who have worked within a Domestic Abuse teams or on police response having come across Domestic Abuse within their role whether that be Police officers or Police civilian staff. To collect this data the respondents will be asked to complete a specific questionnaire in relation to the subject matter Domestic Abuse. In relation to research approach there are two types of research approach, one being qualitative approach and the other being quantitative approach. 
Qualitative Data is when the data cannot be numerical and the data can only be approached as description or words. MCLEOD, (2023). 

Quantitative data is numerical data, this data is often used in relation to statistics as it can provide data that is only numerical such as percentages and sizing. Bhandari, (2023). This will be achieved in via the questionnaire as the respondents will provide statics in relation to the questions asked. Both research approaches will be used in this research

3.4: Sampling Method
The survey for this study will be limited to Police officers who currently work for Gwent Police but there are some limitations. It has already been mentioned that this research will solely focus on Policing Domestic Abuse over the last 10 years however the researcher will have to figure out the target audience and who will fall under it or not. If they fall under the category being focused on, then they will take part in an online questionnaire which will take no longer than 15 minutes to complete. The sample size will be for 50 people as this is also achievable, taking into consideration that 50 people may not also take part in questionnaire which could affect the results and the research overall.

The study will be carried out within Gwent Police Force, the reason for this is because it can be narrowed down into one particular police force. It is also more achievable to solely focus on one police force and be able to reach respondents therefore being able to obtain the necessary and relevant data from these police officers. Solely focusing on Gwent Police will also show independently how they feel policing has changed when it comes to domestic abuse. 



It will also only be carried out on current serving Police officer’s and staff who have been in Gwent Police Force for over 10 years in order to get a more accurate response. The primary data will be collected from police officers or police staff currently working for Gwent police and this data will be gathered directly from the respondents through a questionnaire. The questionnaire will be online which means it is easily accessible for respondents resulting in a quicker response.

The data analysis of this research will be mostly approached on qualitative manner. It has been mentioned earlier that, the data will be gathered by a questionnaire. As a result, the analysis will be qualitative, however there will also be a quantitative approach with some of the questions in the questionnaire being numerical related.  Qualitative data is typically gathered by opinions and perspectives gathered by free text or open-ended questions which will be applied throughout the questionnaire allowing respondents to give their opinion. This data will be analysed using statistics to get a theme on the perspectives and opinions providing answers to the research.

3.5: Conclusion
To summarise this research will be conducted on how policing Domestic Abuse over the last 10 years has changed, the benefits of this and the negatives.  The research used will be a combination of Quantitative and Qualitative data but mainly use Quantitative. 

Primary and Secondary data will both be used in the research however Primary data will be the focus as the data will be conducted via a survey where the data will come directly from the source.


Chapter 4 – Data Analysis and Findings

[bookmark: _Hlk171106166]4.1 Introduction 

The previous chapter outlined the research methodology employed for the research project. This chapter will attempt to provide the findings of the primary research conducted and analysis of this data to achieve the objective of How Policing Domestic Abuse over the last 10 years has changed.


4.2: Analysis of Results

The questionnaire which was sent out via a link to participants contained 13 questions relating to How Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years. This questionnaire was sent out to 50 participants in a range of departments in order to get more of an accurate understanding of how Policing has changed in regards to Domestic Abuse.

The questionnaire was sent to Police Officers who have served 10+ years, Student Police officer’s, Policing Staff and Police Officers who are of Rank such as Sergeant and Inspectors who would have come across Policing Domestic Abuse in their Career. 
Out of 50 Participants only 33 responded, this made for good results as over half of the participants responded.

The purpose of this questionnaire was to get an accurate response in relation to How Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years, the 13 questions asked in the questionnaire related to this, they consisted of a multiple-choice answer. Looking at the response of the questionnaire now the results are in, it would have been more effective to have more open-ended questions instead of closed ended questions whereby the participants could respond to the questions how they wished. 
The questionnaire choice was chosen due to it being an easily accessible way for participants to take part.
















Question one. Are you a current serving Police officer?
[image: ]

Question one has provided the participants with two choices to answer the question, Yes or No. 27 of the participants have stated Yes they are a serving Police officer with the other 6 participants responding No. This made for good results as the majority of the participants are Police Officer where they will be dealing with Domestic Abuse often. 
Question Two. How long have you worked in Policing?

[image: ]

This questionnaire did not specially target Police Officer’s however the majority of the participants were Police Officers from Gwent Police. Question Two showed that these participants had a range of length of service with 8 of them being in the Police Force for 10+ years. It was important for questionnaire to target Police Officer’s or Police Staff who had been in service for the last 10 years as the research is about Policing Domestic Abuse over the last 10 years. Seven of the participants answered that their length of services was 3 to 5 years, 6 of the participants responded that they had 5 to 10 years’ service and the rest of the responded only had 1 to 3 years’ service.










Question Three. How much experience do you have in relation to Domestic Abuse?
[image: ]

The results following Question three is that majority of participants responded that they are very experienced within Domestic Abuse with 14 participants responding very experienced. However only 8 of the participants had 10 + years in in response to question two. This means that respondents have responded that they feel they are very experienced within dealing with Domestic Abuse incidents however they have less than 10 years services which leads onto question five. 


Question Four. How confident are you dealing with Domestic Abuse?
[image: ]

The majority of the respondents have responded Somewhat confident, another 12 of the participants stated they are extremely confident and 3 felt neutral about dealing with Domestic Abuse. However, comparing this response to question two less people have responded with extremely confident than they did for feeling very experienced dealing with Domestic Abuse. The understanding would be the most experience a person has with dealing with Domestic Abuse that they would be more confident in dealing with Domestic Abuse however these results do not portray that. 



Question Five. How many Domestic related call do you attend on average per working day?
[image: ]
In relation to question five majority of participants responded that they attended 1 to 2 incidents per working day that relate to Domestic Abuse, showing that it is a demand on the police force however another category should have been added whereby participants could have answered “None” for attending incidents to give a more accurate results. This would have helped when analysing the data as it would have provided a more accurate result. However, 15 participants responded that they attend 1-2 incidents per working day which leads back to Question three. A respondent may feel they are very experienced within Domestic Abuse due to the area they work in; they may work in an area which the majority of the incidents they attend are Domestic Abuse proving that it is not about length of service but the area where the demand for Domestic Abuse is highest. 


Question Six. Has the rate of Domestic Abuse in relation to same sex relationships, increased over the last 10 years?
[image: ]

Samons, (2012) discusses how there are very few domestic violence shelters that cater to male victims, the results from his research also show it is difficult for members of the LGBT community to seek shelter to whereby they return to their abuser. In relation to question six,
18 of the participants responded yes to they think the rate of domestic abuse in same sex relationships has increased over the last 10 years, whereas 14 participants responded Not they do not believe the rate has increased. 


The participants that responded No, may have not dealt with same sex domestic abuse which influences their response and again relates back to question five in relation to demand and the area the participant works. 


Question Seven. Do you think there has been an increase in Domestic Abuse male victims in the last 10 years?
[image: ]

In relation to question seven, the majority of participants responded yes, they believe there has been an increase in Domestic Abuse Male Victims in the last 10 years. Dutton and White, (2013) completed a study on male victims of Domestic Abuse whereby the results of their findings suggested that males were previously disregarded if they reported Domestic Abuse to the police and were not taken as seriously in court, whereas due to policing training, male victims are now being taken seriously. The majority of the participants responded yes to this which indicates there is a clear increase of male victims. 


Question Nine. Are you aware of any changes to Domestic Abuse legislation in the last 10 years?
[image: ]

27 of the participants have answered Yes they are aware however 2 participants have answered No to being aware of changes to Domestic Abuse legislation and 4 participants answered “I don’t know”. This response shows that Police Officer’s and Police Staff are not always updated on new legislation that may come into the Police Force. If Police officer’s and Police staff were offered more training and support in knowing these changes it could provide a better service with victims as more offences could be identified. 


Question Ten. Do you think Policing Domestic Abuse has become more challenging over the last 10 years?
[image: ]


Walklate et al, (2022) completed a study on policing demand during Covid- 19 Lockdown and the results for this showed that Covid-19 had increased the demand for Domestic Abuse in relation to Policing. 
This research relates to Question ten of the questionnaire as Covid-19 is something that has happened over the last 10 years which increased the demand for Domestic Abuse. Covid 19 was only within the last 4 years, this relates back to question two of how long the participants have worked within Policing, 11 participants answered they 1 to 3 years, 7 of the participants answered 3 to 5 years, 6 participants answered 5 to 10 years and 8 participants responded they have 10 years or more in Policing. This means the majority of the participants would have experienced Policing withing Covid-19 and experienced the demand it had on Policing in relation to Domestic Abuse. 


Question Eleven. Why do you think Policing demand has increased for Domestic Abuse incidents over the last 10 years?
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Robinson et al, (2016) completed a study whereby UK and US Police officers participated and the results from this show that the UK Police Officers had more training on Domestic Abuse and there are more roles for Police Officer’s within Domestic Abuse in the UK, this related to the research findings within Question 11. Most participants responded with all the above which indicates that the UK in relation to Policing has more awareness, more legislation and more Policies which increases the demand for Policing Domestic Abuse.





Question Twelve. Do you think more Positive Action is taken by police in relation to Domestic Abuse now at incidents, than Policing domestic Abuse 10 years ago?
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In relation to question 12, 31 participants have responded “yes” they think more Positive action is taking now at Domestic Abuse incidents that it was 10 years ago. Only 2 participants responded, “I don’t know”. Looking at the respondents answers it would appear that the two that have responded “I don’t know” could be down to the fact they were not in the police force 10 years ago and are not able to compare their current policing to policing 10 years ago. The participants who have answered “yes” could be down to their own personal experience or knowledge of policing before they joined the job as according to question two only 8 of the participants have over 10 years’ experience. 


Question Thirteen. Do you think Policing Domestic Abuse can be improved?
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In relation to Question 13, majority of the participants responded Yes to Policing Domestic Abuse can be improved. Davies and Barlow, (2024) completed a study about Coercive Control in relation to Domestic Abuse and the analysis of their results suggest that despite there being more awareness, legislation and policies in place than previously, Policing still needs to improve in relation to how they respond to Domestic Abuse more specifically Coercive Control, the participant’s in this research have also agreed with this with 29 of the participants responding yes.






4.3: Conclusion

To summarise, this chapter has analysed the results of the questionnaire. It is clear to see that Policing Domestic abuse has changed, this is clear from the results based on particular answers such as 31 of the participants answering yes to the increase of Domestic abuse incidents in relation to question 8 which for reference is, “Do you believe the amount of Domestic Abuse incidents in general have increased over the last 10 years”, majority of people answering yes to all of the above in relation to question eleven and majority of people answering yes to more positive action being taken now than 10 years ago which for reference is “Do you think more Positive Action is taken by Police in relation to Domestic Abuse now at incidents, than Policing Domestic Abuse 10 years ago?”. Despite the majority of these answers indicating that Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years, the results are also slightly inaccurate due to only a small percentage of participants having 10+ years’ experience within the Police Force which means they participants who have less than 10+ years’ experience would not know the difference.




















Chapter Five: Findings

5.1: Introduction 

The previous chapter outlined the findings of the primary research conducted and analysed the data received from participants. 
The final chapter will seek to provide recommendations based on the research conducted and findings and the potential limitations of the research. It will look at whether the objectives of the research were met throughout.


5.2: Summary of findings

The Research has solely focused on the last 10 years and how Policing Domestic Abuse has changed. Throughout this research numerous areas have been explored, such as research from other academics about Domestic Abuse, research questionnaires requesting the information directly from serving Policing Officer’s/ Police staff and research found on Policing in relation to Domestic Abuse. Throughout this research, positive changes in relation to Policing Domestic Abuse have been discussed such as new Legislation that have come into Policing and the negatives have been discussed such as the demand Domestic Abuse has on Police forces. The main objective of the research was to understand and reflect on Domestic Abuse and realise that whilst over the last 10 years Policing Domestic Abuse has changed drastically, it was also important to recognise that Police Forces need to continue to make improvements regarding Domestic Abuse as throughout the research it has showed that the demand for Domestic Abuse incidents has increased over the last 10 years. 

The research shows that the majority of participants agreed that Policing Domestic Abuse has improved whether that be new Policies, new legislation or more safeguarding that has been put in place and the majority of participants also agreed that the demand for Policing Domestic Abuse is greater now than it was 10 years ago, whether that is because there is more awareness  surrounding Domestic Abuse or more relationships are experiencing Domestic Abuse.

The research was conducted with Gwent Police officer’s and staff which shows how important Domestic Abuse is within the force. It is one of the most important investigations Police can deal with and it is essential that the Police get it right, it is also important as it is in people’s everyday lives and more awareness needs to be carried out.

5.3: Limitations

Despite the main objective of the research being met, there were weaknesses and limitations throughout the research. One being the Questions on the Questionnaires which were sent to Gwent Police officer’s and staff. 

Some of the Questions were quite Vague and participants may have not been able to answer them accurately, an example being Question two asked, “How long have you been a serving Police Officer?” with the only options to answer being from a minimum of 1 years to 10 years. This is not an accurate question to ask participants considering Question one was, “Are you a current serving Police Officer?”, to which some participants have answered, “No”. By giving more answers on the multiple choice such as one of the answer being, “I’m not a serving Police Officer”, a more accurate result would have been conducted.

Another limitation throughout this research was discovering research that is already out there in order to compare to this research. There is a small amount of research which is specifically on How Policing Domestic Abuse has changed, even smaller amount on specifically the last 10 years. There seemed to be numerous research throughout the last 30- 50 years however this would not be relevant to this research being conducted. Not being able to compare research proved difficult to fully research the main objective of Has Policing Domestic Abuse changed over the last 10 years. 

5.4: Recommendations

1. There have been numerous beneficial changes brought into Domestic Abuse such as the introduction of Coercive and Controlling Behaviour however it is also clear that the demand for Domestic Abuse is higher than it has ever been. More positive action needs to be done in order to lower the demand for Domestic Abuse. 

2. More funding needs to go into Domestic Abuse and Policing. As mentioned in Chapter two IDVA’S are underfunded therefore Domestic Abuse victims are not getting the support they should be. If more funding was providing to IDVA’S it could reduce the risk of a victim returning to the offender which then reduces the demand on Policing. 
























Chapter six: Conclusion

The previous chapter discussed the summary of the findings from the research, discussed the limitations throughout the research and provided recommendations based on the research conducted.
To conclude, the study provided answers for the main aims and objectives of the research. It has been discussed about the limitations and weaknesses of the study. It has also been discussed the importance of the research and why this topic was chosen specifically. 
It has also been discussed that the research could be improved and the recommendations which have been made going forward.
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Chapter eight: Appendix 

Appendix 1: Questionnaire on How Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years.

Thank you for your interest in taking this survey. This survey is being conducted by GWP 2421 Police Constable Sanchia JOHNSON to collect data on the subject of Policing Domestic Abuse and how it has changed over the last 10 years.

The survey is anonymous, and your participation is voluntary. This survey uses assumed consent, therefore if you participate in the survey, it is assumed that you consent for your answers to be used in the research.

Please ensure that no personal details of yourself or others are included in the responses. The data collected will be kept securely and will be deleted at the end of the research.

If you have any questions about the survey or about the research, please contact Sanchia Johnson at,

Sanchia.johnson@gwent.police.uk

Please submit your response by 29th APRIL 2024.

Question 1:
Are you a current serving Police Officer? Single Choice.
Yes
No

Question 2:
How long have you working in Policing? Single Choice

1-3 years
3-5 years
5-10 Years
10+ Years


Question 3:
How much experience do you have in relation to Domestic Abuse? Single Choice

Very experienced 
Experienced 
Adequate experience 
Small amount of experience 
None 



Question 4: 
How confident are you dealing with Domestic Abuse? Single Choice.

Extremely confident 
Somewhat confident 
Neutral 
Somewhat not confident 
Extremely not confident 

Question 5: 
How may Domestic Related calls do you attend on Average per working day?

1-2 incidents
2-5 incidents 
5+ incidents 

Question 6: 
Has the rate of domestic abuse in relation to same sex relationships. Increased over in the last 10 years? Single Choice
Yes
No 
I don’t know 

Question 7: 
Do you think there has been an increase in domestic abuse male victims in the last 10 years? Single Choice

Yes
No 
I don’t know.

Question 8: 
Do you believe the amount of domestic abuse incidents in general have increased over the last 10 years? Single Choice

Yes
No 
I don’t know 

Question 9: 
Are you aware of any changes to Domestic Abuse legislation in the last 10 years? Single Choice
Yes
No
I don’t know 
Question 10: 
Do you think Policing domestic Abuse has become more challenging over the last 10 years?
Yes 
No 
I don’t know 


Question 11:
Why do you think Policing Demand has increased for Domestic Abuse incidents over the last 10 years?

Legislation changes  
More awareness 
Policies 
All of the above
Other 

Question 12: 
Do you think more Positive Action is taken by Police in relation to Domestic abuse now at incidents, than Policing Domestic Abuse 10 years ago?
Yes 
No  
I don’t know

Question 13: 
Do you think Policing Domestic Abuse can be improved?
Yes  
No 
I don’t know 














Appendix 2: Questionnaire Responses
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Appendix 3: Proposal

Domestic Abuse: How has Policing Domestic Abuse changed within the last 10 years.

The aim of the research is to see the changes that have come into Policing regarding Domestic abuse over the last 10 years.

Objectives of Research:
· Demonstrate benefits of Domestic Abuse investigation changes.

-It will also discuss the negative for Domestic Abuse investigation changes in relation to policing.

- It will express the changes that need to be conducted in relation to Domestic Abuse Policing.

Introduction
This dissertation will be 8,000 words discussing how Policing has changed in relation to Domestic Abuse incidents and investigations. This particular topic is a main focus in policing and is something officer’s come across in everyday policing. It is also one particular subject that comes under scrutiny and one area in policing that has changed drastically over the last 10 years. This topic of discussion is an essential part of policing and it is important to understand the changes, including positives changes and negative changes. This is worthy of a dissertation as it is not just an essential part of policing, it Is part of people’s everyday lives, On completing background research into this topic. Morgan (2018) discuss how different technologies over the last 10 years which have been introduced into policing have assisted with investigations some being Body Worn Video and mobile phones. In 2018 a survey was completed in England and Wales which showed 1.3 million women and 695,000 men experienced Domestic Abuse in just that year, Elkin (2018). This particular research shows statistics of just how many people are suffering from Domestic Abuse and why it is so important that police understand the changes that have come in. 

The target audience will be Police officer’s and Police staff who work within Gwent Police and have done for the last 10 years. 

There will be no ethical issues due to the participants consenting to take part in the survey and no personal information will be requested from the participants.









Appendix 4: Ethics Form Application
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4| 3 ajapa2soa3 22 anonymous  Yes 1-3Years  Adequate Experience Neutral 1-2incidents  Idon'tknow  Yes Yes Yes Yes All of the above Idon'tknow  Yes

5| 4 4/24/223:0530 4/24/243:06:52 anonymous  Yes | 5-10Years  Experienced Somewhat confident  2-5Incidents Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

6| 5 aja/mzorse 54 anonymous  Yes  5-10Years  Very Experienced Extremely confident  1-2Incidents  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

7| 6 a/2a/2430539 15 anonymous  Yes 1-3Years  Experienced somewhat confident  2-SIncidents Idon‘tknow Idontknow  Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

8| 7 4/2/243:0642 4/24/243:09:32 anonymous  Yes  3-SYears  Adequate Experience somewhatconfident  1-2Incidents  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

9| 8 a/2a/213:0945 48 anonymous  Yes 10+Years  Adequate Experience Somewhat confident 1-2Incidents Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

10| 9 4/24/243:10:24 20 anonymous  Yes 1-3Years  Experienced somewhatconfident  1-2Incidents Idon'tknow  Idontknow  Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

11] 10 4/24/243:09:35  4/24/243:11:3 anonymous  No  1-3Years  Small amount of experience Neutral 1-2incidents  Yes Yes Yes Idontknow Idon'tknow  All oftheabove  Yes Idon't know
12| 11 4/24/243:1045 34 anonymous  Yes  5-10Years  Very Experienced Extremely confident  2-5incidents  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

13| 12 a/28/243:051 24 anonymous  Yes  10+Years  Very Experienced Extremely confident  2-5incidents Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes No

14| 13 4/20/243:09:21 4/24/23:13:35 anonymous  Yes  1-3Years  Experienced somewhatconfident  1-2Incidents  Idon'tknow  Idon'tknow  Idon'tknow  Yes Idon'tknow  Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

15| 14 a/28/2231053 42 anonymous  Yes  10+Years  Experienced somewhat confident  1-2Incidents Idon'tknow Idon'tknow  Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes

16| 15 4/24/243:11:24 28 anonymous  Yes 1-3Years  Very Experienced somewhatconfident  2-Sincidents Idon'tknow  Yes Yes Yes Idon'tknow  More Awareness  Yes Yes

17| 16 4/24/243:12:10 4/24/23:14:45 anonymous  No  3-SYears  Experienced somewhat confident 5+ Incidents Idon'tknow  Yes Yes No Yes Alloftheabove  Yes No

18| 17 4/24/243:13:24 25 anonymous  Yes  1-3Years  Very Experienced somewhatconfident  2-5Incidents  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes More Awareness  Yes Yes

19| 18 a/28/2831531 50anonymous  Yes 5-10Years  Experienced Extremely confident  2-5incidents  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
20| 19 4/28/243:17:14 4/24/243:19:12 anonymous  Yes  3-5Years  Very Experienced Extremely confident  1-2Incidents  Idon'tknow  Yes Yes. Yes. Yes. Alloftheabove  Yes. Yes.
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12 anonymous

Very Experienced

Extremely confident

19 a/24/24327:14 4/28/24 Yes  3-Svears 1-2incidents  Idon'tknow  Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
20 4/28/243:21:54 4/24/243:22:47 anonymous  Yes  1-3Years  Adequate Experience Somewhat confident 1-2Incidents Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes More Awareness  Yes Yes
21 4/28/23:5924  4/2/244:00:52 anonymous  Yes  1-3Years  Adequate Experience somewhatconfident  2-5Incidents  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
22| 4/28/23:58:56 4/2/244:01:49 anonymous  Yes 1-3Years  small amount of experience Somewhat confident  2-SIncidents I don'tknow Yes No Idontknow  Yes More Awareness  Yes Idon't know
23 4/28/244:13:42  4/20/244:14:59 anonymous  Yes  3-5Years Experienced Extremely confident  1-2Incidents  Yes Yes Yes Idontknow  Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
24 4/28/245:0901 4/24/245:12:08 anonymous  Yes  5-10Years  Very Experienced Extremely confident  1-2Incidents  No No Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
25 4/28/246:07:40 4/24/246:09:35 anonymous  Yes  1-3Years  Experienced somewhatconfident  1-2Incidents Idon'tknow  Idon'tknow  Yes Idontknow  Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
26 4/28/247:38:12  4/24/247:39:09 anonymous  No  10+Years  Very Experienced Extremely confident Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
27 4/28/28:22:35 4/24/248:23:29 anonymous  Yes  10+Years  Very Experienced Extremely confident Yes Yes Yes Yes No Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
28 4/28/248:49:58  4/24/248:51:46 anonymous  Yes  10+Years  Experienced Somewhat confident Idon'tknow |No Yes Yes Yes More Awareness  Yes Yes
29 4/28/2414:37:19 4/24/2414:41:07 anonymous  No Very Experienced Extremely confident Yes Yes Yes No Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
30 4/28/2419:59:30 4/24/2420:00:39 anonymous  Yes  3-5Years  Very Experienced Somewhat confident 2-SIncidents I don'tknow Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
31 4/25/24816:07 4/25/248:17:03 anonymous  No  3-5Years Very Experienced Extremely confident S+ Incidents Idon'tknow  Yes Yes Yes No Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
32 4/26/247:34:08  4/26/247:37:05 anonymous  No  10+Years  Adequate Experience Neutral 1-2incidents  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Al of the above Idon'tknow Yes
33 4/26/248:47:18  4/26/248:49:42 anonymous  Yes  10+Years  Very Experienced Extremely confident Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Alloftheabove  Yes Yes
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IAPPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

RESEARCH STUDENTS
T form i t be complted by the studentwithin SIX morihs fr e students and TWELVE months.
fo part fme students, &ter the commencement o tn research degres or olloing progression t Part
Twg of your course

‘Once complte, submit tis form vi the TSI Docforal College Porfal st (nps:myisd uufsd sc )

This document s sso avaiable in ieizh.

RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
Al communications relating o s spplicatin during i processing must b i wring and emsiied to
‘oarecesroh G so k- wih the (e Enios ADBIOVAI flwed By your nama

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT WASTERS PROGRANNES shoud ubmt i form
(snd receive the outcome) v systems explsined fo you b the supsrvisorimodule aader.

In sl fo research to resultin beneft and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A
researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance f athical approval has not been obtained
prior to commencement.

The University folows the OECD Fraseati manal definton o research aotivty: “crestive work undsrisken
on s systemaic bass n order f incrasse the stcck of knowedge, ncluding knowledge of man, outure and
Socety. snd he use oftis stock o knowledge fo devise new Spplications”. AS such {ns covers acives
Undertaken by members of staf. posigradusts resserch students, and both taught postgracuate snd
undergraduste students working on dssertatons/projects.

The inciiduslundertaking the resesroh sciviy s known s the principl researcher”

Einial spprous s not required for routne sucls, parformsnca reviews, qualty sssurance studie, fesing
within normal sdcations! requirements, and Harary or risticcriism

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research actvity. Plesse see
‘Chacklist fo detsif of process for ifarent categeres of spplcation.

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)

T Trotvane e
ooy e

2 [Tt ety | wemercrs = e o

Undersracune stdent | B | P | g | rosaduse | g

o [rettuacsderi W
DiscilinelGentre
5 | compus:

Swanses

9 |[Eretes 2117988 @stucent s

5| Contact Ttephone Numer

Forsmaents:

o 202 1 G2 Etial App
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7| student Number: 2117688

5| Programme of sty B¢ (Hons) Professionsl Picing Practse:

| Diactorof Stusiesisupervisor: | Jane Thomss

SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity

T Fas e researoh sciviy received spproval i prcipe?

(plaaze chesk the Gudanos Notes as t the approprate
‘spproval process or ifrent leves of resaarch by dferent. | Y= | B[ NO
Cstegories o indiidus

Date

7 [T Ya=_plesss ndise soure of
spproval (snd dste where known):

Agproval in priniple must b [ nsiut Research Commites
prior o secking ehical approval | 0T (we ] ]

Research Degrees Commities

Jane Thomas

SECTION C: Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials

Piaase Tt the core scel qudence documents Tt Fave been refened o durng e completon oF
i form (inclucing any disoiline-apeoiic codes ofresearch ethics. looston-specic cades of
resesrch efics, e i5 any specifo ethical gudanos relating 1o the proposed methoclogy).
Plaase fiok fo confim (hat your research propossl sdheres to these codas and guidaines. You msy
i rows totis tabe f nesced

7| UWTSD Research Ethics & Intsgrity Code of Practice =
2| UWTSD Research Data Management Policy =
5| st any other refevant documents here] o

SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are extemel calharaios then you should gain consent fom the contact persons o share thei
personal data with the universty. If here sre no extems! callsheraiors then lesve tis secton blank snd
Sontinue o secton £

T eweon

7 [ Contectperson rame

5[ Contectperson et adiess

&[T yourresearch xtemaly fandza? Yes [ G [ w0 [ &
5[ ve you n receipt of s KESS scholershi? Yes [0 [ wo [ ©
5[ Ave you specfosty employedte | Vet ves [ o | wo | ©
undertake hs research in ither
7| i or voluntary capasiy? Empioyed Yes [0 | wo [ ©
5[ e ressaron being underisken | FYES Fen e
withn an existing UWTSD Afuata, | pemission queston
Professionsl Learming Parinership | below doss notneed | YES || N | O
@riey tobe snswersa

ica A
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T Fies permson o ndariake e | (7VES afech som]
research hs been provided by the | INO the sppiicsten | YES | © | No | ©§
pariner rgarisation” Sannot continve

Where research actvity is carried outin o

Uaboration with an extemal organisstion

10

Doss tis organisstion have f own athics spproval system? | YES | D | No | O

IfYes, please stsch a copy of any fina spproval (o nterm spproval) fom the orgsrisstion (nis
mey b2 8 copy ofsn amai f sppropriate)

secn

1ON E: Details of Research Activity

ncicatve e omestc Abuse

Proposed stanoate: |20112:2022 roposed end sate: [ osiori2024.

introduction o the Research (maximum 300 words per seotion)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Speciatst Audience when outlining your response o the
points below:

|Purose of Ressarch Actity
|Proposed Research Question
|Aim of Researoh Actiy
Objectives of Research Aoty

Demonstrae. bty how Existing Resesroh hs informed the proposed scivy and sxalsin

hst the research acty wil add o the body of knowiedge
|How i adresass an sres of importance.

Purpose of Research Activity

o compite 3 questoni with Pl afoars and Poice stff i reston o How Poiing Domest Abuse
r2s Shanges ove e st 10 years. T dscuss he changes, e hegabees 3nd e banalt 0 changes

rave come into Py gt n Domsstc Abuse

Research Question
ow hs Poiing Domest Abusa changed over e st 10 yers?

[Aims of Research Activity
[To discuss the positives and negatives of Policing Domestic Abuse and how Poliing
Domestic Abuse has changed over the ast 10 years.

[Obiectives of Research Activity
1 Understand how domesti sbuse investigaions snd incidents sre curenty underiaken by
Respance poling to demanslrats the beneits of domestic sbuss investgation changss.

b Disouss ne positve and negstive domeste investigation changes inreltion t response policng
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1. Are you a current serving police officer?

More Details £ Insights
® ves 27
® o 6

2. How long have you worked in Policing?

More Details

>

Questions Responses

AA @ forms.office.com ¢
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3. Disouss the changes inreltion ta Domestio Abuse over th las 10 years i tarms of Eclising

Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)

Provide s it supmeny o s the methods that may be used inthe rsaarch actviy. msking it lear
| what specifc tschniques may be used. If mathods ofher than those sted I tis secion e deemed
|sppropriste laer sdiional ehica spprova fo those methods wil ba needed. You 6o ot need to
sty e methods ha._but should nstead dascribe how you infend o colletthe data necessary
foryou to comlate your project

[The questionnaice wll n sent o serving police offcr's and staf who work for Gwent Poiice. The
|questionnair wil consin quetions sbouk Domestie AbuSs. whet change they beevs nave come
into pisce. s Poling Domestic Abuse improved over tha last 10 years. wy it hes improved snd
|40 they bateve more s be cone to continue t improve Foling Domestic Abuse

7 [Thsre v e o st ssues s to e esonnae stting ot aricipas tat .o &
ey b, consent il b assme e pariipnts kg part and o prsanel fomain
i e . sge. sdcrass i be reavere
Location o esearch activity
ety oeatans har esearh sty il ke place.

o [oren ot Foel
e sctiy outsid ot the UK
esesre scivity wi ke la oversess, you e responsile for ensurng ttocletrice
coraeraions s cotphe i st e lvant persors re sougbt. Specty any el
erines e T oce sl sesocaboniiatmed socates smvusios; et ood and
[henerrese vave ny eiclspulatons beyond hose uaual i he UK rovce deids of ary
e o parmision 0 Al spec wheihe ire ar sy pEGtc e esoes e
o e e ot n whio h rssaro scivity sk lace, for eceroe, oIS T
hor el ensivioe o veremie o aricpants. you e o Souny WHa Yo Wil 5o
. e o please st e
ot Appicabie

o
Use o dasarmartaion ot e puBte et Aoy G NOT | o .

10 | iy svianie?

ves | o

¥ Y2 ieeee vl Seals e o 7o il o S5Eeae T 9 urmertatin st
e it Sy a5 n s dance wih e curte et retcion o of e
T ucaton v et f gl and s

B

Toe= your rezearch reata T ome or mors of the seven ims of e Wallbeing

of Future Generations (Wales) Act 20157 ves | wo

P P62 Etical Approval Form
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14 | Aneatier Wales
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75 | AWales of conesive communites

17 | A Wales o vorant cutiure and thving Welzh lengusge

o|o|a|a|alal|a
CICICICICIEIE

15 | A globsly responsioie Waies

75 | 1 YES t0 any of e above. please give detaik

SECTION F: Scope of Research Activty

Will the research actviy include: ves | no
1 Use ofa questionnsir or simier resesron instrument? w | o
2| Use of iteniens? B =
3 [ Use ot foous groups? B
5[ Use of partipant sies? o=
5[ Use ot viseo or sudisrecording? o [ =
5[ Use of computar-genersted og fes? o=
7| Pariipant obssrvaton wi treir knowiadge? o=
5| Pariopant obssrvaton wihout tei knawadge? o | =
o R ool e e WA G Spechs R
1o [ Adminisiraon of sy quesions. Test st presentation it mey b R

xperienced ss physicaly.menisly or emotinlly hamntul cfensive?
11 [ Pertormance of any scts which mey cause embarrassment or it sefesteem? | B | &
12 | investigation of paricpants invalved I flegalsciviies? o | =
73 | Use of prosedures that imvoive decepton?. o | =
14 | Adminitration of any substance, soert or pecebe? o | =
15 | Working with e vertebrats smimals? o | =
16 | Procedures st mey have s negsiive impact onthe environment? o | =
[ rimary Gats colicion mefhids Pissse ndeate re ype of 6o colection

methodis) below

Detais o any other prmary data cotechon methos ol s





image21.png
N

PG2/E1 FORM

11N 1 every question. then theresearch scivi s (aticsly)low ik and may be exampt rom some of e

following sections (please refer o Guidanca Notes).

IYES to sny quastion, tnen no research activiy should be undertaken unil full eticsl approvalhss been

ottaines.

SECTION G: Intended Partcipants

Ifthere are no partiipants then do not complete this section, but go directy o section H.

Who are the intended partcipants:
ves | wo
1| Stusents orsaf st the Unversiy? s | o
2 | Aduls (over the sge of 15 5nd compatent o gve consent)? = | o
3 | Vanerabi scuts? o | =
“Chfaren and Young Pesple under e sge of 67 (Gonsent fom Parent Garer or
* | Gusrien wit be requre EfE
5 | Prisoners? o=
o [ Voung ofnders? o | =
iose who coud be considered o Fave & pardoular Gependent reisionsiip Wil
7| ie investiostor or & astskeeper? o=
& | Peopie engaged n legal sctuites” o=
Oirers Pleas ndiste T parioipants below snd spasfoaly ary group who
9 | may be unsbie ta gie consent
Detats of ary o pariopant grouPs = | =

Parfoipant numbers and source

o wil they be recrited?

Provid an estimste o the expected number of prtipants. How wil you denty paricipants and

How many partipants sre
10 | expected? 20 indvidusls

Collesgues
Who wil e parécipants be? | Studants

" Giiien sfcer werking for Gwent Police
12 | How wil you centy the Viawork
paricipants? Via he unversiy
formation for parfieipants:
C=E ves | wo [ wa
il you desorbe e main research prosedures T periopans 1
| aovance. o that hey are informe sbout what to expect? e
74 | Wil you el particints tht their partcpston i voluntary? ]

i Age
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7o [ you bt writeconsert o aricption” o[ol®
VAlyou sxlan o pariopants e refuea o pariopate e

19 | research will not ffect their restment or education (f relevant)?> o o 2
e reseen = cbservtonal il yo sk parpart o ek

7 | consent to being observed? = o o

D T N TR
Vil cuesiernare. vl o g peREREn e opken o oG

19 | questions they do not want to answer? = o o
il you el pricpers st i dats VA B e i

29 | confidentisity and that, f publishe. it wil not be identiable as theirs? = o “
Vil Gebet paricipets st h e of i ariopaton. n ey

21 | approprite to the type of research undertaken® = o o

22 [ 11NO o aryof shove cusstons, lesse e an sxlansion
information fo partipant= ves [ wo [ wa

26 |t partpant be e o | & |

25 | 12 soecinit st o r et o veea it pariopans? |5 | B |
Fre areary ranciTorofer arests To e ivesigsir o

29 | University rising from ths study? o = a
Vil researoh sy ol delGeaily TReEng PR

27 | any way. or the partislor full concesiment of the specfc study sims? = = 2

25 [ 125 o any auestn,pesaeprovite ulcetaie

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

“Outine any anicipated risks Tt may adversely affect any of e parioipants, e
researchers andior the University, and the steps that willbe faken (o address them.

1 you have completed a full sk sssessmen (or sxsmple 85 required by 8 laboratoy,or extemsl
resesrch collborstor) you may sppend thet o hs form

Full sk assessment completed and appended? ve TS

% o

ks © parterpants
For example: sectorspecific heslth & ssfety, emofions disiress, financial disclosure, physicalherm
ranser of personsl dea, sensiive organisaionsl nformation

Risk o pariopants P o AN T TR
Norisk

Tiresarch sy may inlud Sansfive, erbarassing o upseing lopcs (.. sexual STy,
g use)or ssuas likely o cisclose nformation requing further acon (e .ciminsl aciviy). gve
etz of ine procedres o desl v thess 55ues, 1nolbang any Supporl Scvice (5.3 hepina
numbers) to b ffered to paricpants. Note hat where spplcsble, sansent prooedires should

rical Approal
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ke lear b i someihing polertl or scTyaliJIsaal = Gscovered i he course of & profct
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A

Risks fo the investigator
4| For example: personsl hesith & ety physiost harm, emotionsi distress, ik of scousaton of
hermimproprsy.confictofnferest

R e vt o TR PR TR
Nemr
et mstisors s =
o e v i foanci s, deta e
R S e e e T
Nemr
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R et e e
Nemr
ssasure and aring Seies
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e e G
7 Do yoreseto e you Pl curnt D55 Gt 5=

TTVES, plesse give re cerfeate number T The oarfices number s not
5 | aualahc please wria “Pending'.ntris case any sihica spproval willbe
Subjec {0 providing the spproprist carificsts number.

SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentility

T TFesdback
What de-bisfing and feedback wil be provided o paripanis, how wilthis be dons and when?
sking paricipants awsre of what il happy Wi i ressaroh snd asking  hey Would 8 copy ST

7 informed consent

Descrive the arangaments t nform potenti! prtcipants.before proviing consent. of wht s
involved i partopating. Describa the srangemenis or parcipenis o provide full consent befora
dats coliecion begins fgaiing consant n s wey s napproprata, expisin how consant wil be
oblsined snd recorded in accordance wit prevaiing dsta protcion legsition

Partcipsnis are ghing consent by compleing the questionnsire

5| Confdentiaiity I Anonymity
‘et out how snonymit of pariipants and confidentsy wil be ansured i any autputs. I
nonymity i not bing offres. xgiain i this i he case.

o 202 O Jeal Approvl Form
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75 personsl mformaton vl b required Sxcept or possile 335 Fange.

SECTION J: Data Protaction and Storage

Do e research scliy Tvoive personl Gat (o5 Gefned by e General
Data Protecton Reguiaion 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act2018 | YES
“oPAY

o

“Personal data” means any iormafon reafng o an FEntied o GETRE
natural person (data subject). An dentiisbe naturalperson i on who can
b identites, drectl or ndirect, in pAslaC . reference fo an deniier
1| cush 2e 3 name, an isentication number, scaton cate, an onine gen

o one or more factors speoifc o the physial, physicogical, genetc, mental
economio, culural o socisl ety of that natursl parson. Any video or audio
recordings of paricipants [s st b personal da

IYES, provide s descripion of the data and explain wy this data needs o be collected

Doss tnvolve special oategory dats (55 defned by the GDPR)? Yes

)

Specil caregory dars"mesns e persona TS SonsiIng oT OGN

t0'he cats subfects ~

(s)rcisl o et orign,

{8) potics opmons,

{2 elgious bees rcthr belfs of s nature,

3| ] membershnof s unin (witin he mesring ofthe Trce Unon ana Labcur | 1
Raitons (Consocston) Ac 1393

(2)physical o menta st orcondtn,

{7 Secuai e,

(o) genets,

1) iomet it (s used fo ID puposes),

11YES, provide s dascrigion of the special calagory Gata 3nd explai why T data needs (o b

collectee
s
A 63t from e research actity (oollested dat, drafis of he thesis, or | VES | WO
materials for publication) b stored in any of the following ways?
5 | Manusl fles Le_in paperform)? 5§
o | Universty somputers? T | ®
7 | Priate compsny computers? 5§
& | Fome or other parsansl computers? ® | O
| Laptop computers/ CD! Portabl disk-anvas! memory sicks? = | o
70 | Clous storage or webses? T B
[ Oer=spey .
For ol tored Gata_explan e messures n ploce 1 artre e secury of e 6o collected. data

12 | confidentity,inclucing cetas of backup procedures, password protection, encrypin.
nonymisation and pseudonymisaton:

e A
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