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	Ensure that all references noted within your reference list contain all the information required. 

	Target 2
	Try to support all your key messages with research, who agrees? Who disagrees?

	Target 3
	Provide a counter argument for recommendations made or critically evaluate aspects to be cautious with. 

	Target 4
	Synthesise a range of sources when supporting your critical discussions. 
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The experiences we have when we are young, influence the way we think and act as adults (Independent.co.uk, 2016). The strategies a teacher uses in the classroom, could be because the teacher holds certain beliefs. In one classroom, the teacher may feel it is better for the children to sit and listen to instructions. In contrast to this a teacher in another classroom may have a constructivist approach to learning, believing children need to be actively involved to gain more knowledge (Berger, J-L, Girardet, C, Crahay, M. 2018).   Educational theorists influence our beliefs and behaviours in the classroom. An example of this would be Bronfenbrenner and Bandura both believed that the interactions children have with other people is what makes a child learn and develop. They both believed culture plays an important part in learning. However, Bronfenbrenner created his Ecological Systems theory, where he believed parents, teachers, the school and the community influenced a child’s development and learning. In contrast to this, Bandura believed that a child watches and imitates people around them to learn and develop (Gray and Macblain, 2015) Theories and personal experiences can influence teachers in the classroom. I have reflected on two of my beliefs in this assignment. Firstly, the importance of the school’s relationship with the community and then the benefits of being able to speak, write and understand the Welsh language when studying to become a Primary school teacher. 

I did not realise how important a school’s relationship with the community is. This is due to prior experiences of mine.  When I was a child in primary school, I do not recall parents or visitors coming into the school that often. The only occasions I remember were for the annual Christmas concert and for sports day. The school where my children attend is a fantastic school, however, again it is only the last couple of years that we have been invited in to do activities with the children.  It is only since starting my degree, and especially since reading and learning for this module that I have realised that a school’s relationship with the community is vital. Being a parent, I know that the support you give your child at home is essential to their development but attending the bridging days and seeing the impact of support from home has reinforced my belief. My placement school had workshops for Maths, followed by six weeks of fun homework. They assessed the children prior and after the six weeks of work and some of the children, who parents did not attend did not improve as well (School x, 2019). The key to a child’s progression in school is the support received from the family (Barnes, 2014).  My placement school often invites visitors from the community into the school. The local Police community officers did a talk about online safety and the local vicar in the past has spoken about advent and the harvest festival. Having these learning opportunities, where children can observe, listen and question visitors can aid children in learning behaviours, skills and attitudes (Siraj, I and Mayo, A. 2014). Albert Bandura believed that children learn through observing others. He believed that children then imitate what they have seen. He called this his Social Learning Theory (Pound, 2014). My placement school often takes groups of children to the local library, to learn library skills and to the local supermarket, to learn about healthy foods. They are also talking children on a trip to St Fagan’s this week to support their current topic of Schools now, compared to schools in the past. They have booked the school room at St Fagans to show the children what a lesson would have been like in the past. I can understand why the school gives the children these opportunities because research proves that children are more motivated to learn and more focused when places are used knowledgeably in their learning. The response of learning outside the classroom, in places where children feel they can relate is found to be the most positive (Barnes, 2011). 

Prior to starting this degree, I believed that it would be beneficial for me to learn welsh. However, I did not realise how important this would be. The school I attended as a child did not put a huge amount of importance on the welsh language. The only times I can recall using the welsh language at my primary school, was the build-up to the school eisteddfods. Reflecting on this I researched the Estyn reports for that school. Reading their last report, which is a significant time after I left school. I can see a recommendation for improvement is to improve pupil’s skills of using the Welsh language. Estyn also describes how pupils skills in Welsh are not developing fast enough (Estyn, 2013). Not a lot of people speak Welsh as a first language, in the part of Wales that I am from. The local authority at present only has four Welsh Medium primary schools and one Welsh medium secondary school. However, the local authority has plans in place to increase provision (bridgend.gov, 2017). I felt being able to speak welsh would be a great asset for me when applying for teaching jobs in Wales, and since starting the degree, this belief has been significantly reinforced. I have learnt how vital the Welsh language is in education, and I can now see how important the role of a primary school teacher is in this process. Children learn better at a young age, practising with their peers, the social aspect and being actively involved in their learning (Morris, 2010). In agreement with this is a Welsh Government report about the Welsh language in education. This report explains that Welsh language skills development is paramount during early years education (The Education Directorate, 2017). The Welsh government recognised the need for change and asked Professor Donaldson to review the current National Curriculum. He identified that Welsh language in the curriculum was not strong enough and needed to be addressed. His successful futures report suggests that he wants young people to be able to use Welsh confidently in the community (gov.wales, 2015). Learning about the culture of Wales, being immersed in the welsh language as part of my degree and seeing the Welsh language competency framework for Teachers, has all reinforced my idea that learning welsh would be beneficial for me and for my career. This is confirmed by reading The Welsh Government report about their aim of creating one million Welsh speakers by 2050, as this also includes an increase the number of teachers that can teach Welsh. Cymraeg 2050: A million Welsh speakers (2017).

Reflecting on the above, I believe it is important not to make assumptions based on prior experiences or beliefs. To broaden my knowledge of the relationships between the community and the school I plan to continue to read books, not just applicable to the module but also literature that will further develop my knowledge to become a teacher. I have previously obtained my level 3 teaching assistant qualification, and therefore I have decided that during the months of June and July I will use my time wisely and apply to an agency to do teaching assistant work at local schools. This will broaden my knowledge and experience. I will also continue to help on a voluntary basis at my children’s school when they ask for parent support. It is important for me to have targets such as these because as a student teacher I now understand how important the school’s relationship with the community is. I hope to exceed expectations in the QTS standard of involving parents in learning (EWC.Wales, 2019).  Welsh language skills are also a QTS standard which reinforces my belief that learning Welsh is essential to my progression. I feel I need to develop my welsh language skills so I have started using the Duolingo app on a daily basis to develop my welsh and I feel in order for me to move forward, I will increase the daily amount I learn and practise. I have also bought a book to help beginners learn Welsh. I have been attending the welsh lessons at the university and I am practising speaking welsh with my own children at home. Asking them questions and they are answering. All teachers need to register with the Education work force council. Everyone registered with the Education work force council has access to a Professional Learning Passport. This passport is an online tool where you can log your experiences, things you have learned, your development and it is a place where you can reflect (EWC.Wales, 2019). Reflecting upon my learning is important when studying for my degree because one of the QTS professional standards is reflecting on learning. I need to reflect but I also need to encourage the children that I teach to reflect. 
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