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Introduction
Universal access is commonly blanketed under the wider heading of universal design. This is defined as environments, designed to be ‘accessed and used in the widest possible range of situations without the need for adaptation.’(Holmes, 2018, p.55) By incorporating the term ‘universal’ the design initiative conveys that any proposed structure adopting this technique will be useable by all. This is simply not the case.
If universal access is truly universal then all users, regardless of age, size or ability would be able to navigate a building without restriction.

Methodology
A mixed data collection approach would be best. By combining the use of quantitative and qualitative research, a justified and well-rounded argument can be made. By conducting primary research such as user surveys, I will be able to gain a user’s perspective on buildings successes/failures for access. The questions will be specific to access and quality of life within the building of choice and a wide sample group will be chosen. Ensuring a group of varying abilities will provide viability for the argument as universal design/access should not have a preferred user. Using existing qualitative research will allow me to outline the commonalities and differences in current ideologies of universal design/access. This will aim to highlight gaps in the research.

Aims & Objectives
Aim:
 To prove that universal access, as a design strategy, does not provide access for all.
Objectives:
· Evaluate accessibility in existing buildings by conducting user surveys
· Research relevant legislation
· Assess current ideologies of universal design/access 
· Review design approaches for accessibility 
· Research the viability of universally accessible buildings, including any financial implications

Literature review
Existing Literature displays  that there is hesitation into the implementation of universal design/access methods. Some believe universal accessibility and design ‘would hamper creative processes and increase costs.’ (Hamraie, 2016, p.11) Ronald More, Architect and wheelchair user argues that correct implementation would have ‘little or no extra cost’. (Hamraie, 2016, p.9) Despite having a mixed reaction to the implementation of a universal approach, almost all reinforced the benefits this design methodology would have on the built environment. The literature often juxtaposed itself, suggesting the significance of this design strategy but continually reiterating that  it isn’t fully implementable.

Limitations
· Time available – The question proposed is too broad to answer in allowed time
· Word count - Topic area is too broad to answer within one document.
· Availability of information – Universal design is well resourced. Universal access seen as by-product of universal design.
· Primary research – People may disagree to taking the survey. Data collected may show an unpredicted trend.

Ethical considerations
Ethical considerations for primary research results is imperative. Ensuring participants remain anonymous and agree to the integration of their answers is essential. Upholding university research ethics guidelines will be key for conducting and analysing surveys. 

Timeframe 
Sharp, Peters and Howard (2002, p.17) Figure 1 outlines a systematic approach to research in seven stages. Each stage is a dissertation chapter.

Proposed time allocation for stages 4-7:
Stage 4 – 1 month
Stage 5 – 1-2 months
Stage 6 – 1-2 months
Stage 7 – 1 month

Figure 1: adapted from - A systematic approach to research – A process model - Sharp, Peters and Howard (2002, p.17)

Conclusion
The aim of this research topic is to determine if universal access and its current implementation is flawed. The initiative claims to remove segregation and stigmatisation of users. The notion of a universally accessible structure not being 100% implementable immediately contradicts the term ‘universal’ with some users still having navigation issues under current design approaches. 
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