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Holly Roberts (2318767)
BA Musical Theatre
Learning in the digital era
Essential skills for study and employment in the creative industries

There are many essential skills for study and employment in the creative industry. Here are some that I think are most crucial and needed! In acting, teamwork is key because it allows actors to work together and create a well stuck together performance. Therefore, It helps with communication and coordination, and this also helps create a good relationship with fellow students. Leading on from teamwork, another skill that is a useful skill for study and employment in the creative industry is communication. When it comes to communication in the creative industries. It involves clear verbal and written communication, good listening, and the ability to carry your message in a way that shows your visions to an audience. Additionally, problem solving is key for study and employment in the creative industries because it allows you to find creative solutions to challenges you face. It involves examining problems, thinking critically, and coming up with creative and helpful solutions. Problem- solving skills help you overcome personal and technical hurdles, modify to changes, and create unique and effective work. Lastly, another skill is presentation skills and being able to clearly show your ideas, through powerpoint, portfolios or presentations helps you show your creativity. The creative industries are also challenging so self motivation is a key skill needed to stay focused and driven. Also, in the creative industry self motivation provides performers with goals to work towards. This is because, by following a routine performing artists are able to manage their time effectively and live a healthy study and life balance.

Author: Joe Deer
’Acting in Musical Theatre”
“As you gain experience, you’ll also gain deeper insight and self knowledge” Unit 1.3 page 9

Creative problem solving (article)
“Involves breaking down a problem to understand it and generating ideas” https://www.iom.int
















Holly Roberts (2318767)
Digital era
Reflective essay

TASK 2 (WRITTEN):
800 Words

During my first term at WAVDA I have been able to pick up essential skills that will help me improve as a performer. One of the classes that has been able to expand my knowledge as a performer has been my one-to-one singing lessons, where I was able to build a bigger repertoire. I was able to find a new collection of songs that not only showed off my vocal abilities and reflect on my personality and style, but also challenging songs improve on different singing styles that I’m not used to. It was crucial for me to discover the right songs to honour my performance skills and find styles of songs I’m not used to singing to build a wider range of repertoire and make me a more diverse and adaptable performer. 

When starting my lessons with Nathan, I was looking to build a list of songs that showcased my strengths, and I wanted to identify any weaker areas so that Nathan and I could work on these going forward. We have also been working on musicality and performance choices, as well as marking up music for auditions and performances.
When I attended my first one-to-one, I brought a few pieces that demonstrated my strengths. I decided to bring more modern contemporary musical theatre songs to perform, such as “lifeboat” from “Heathers” and “on my own” from “Les Misérables” which is a style I’m more used to singing and songs that sit comfortably in my voice that I know I sing well. I knew that building repertoire was a skill I wanted to expand on so a style I decided to focus on was more legit and golden age songs. I knew that I was eager to explore and experiment with new songs and this was the perfect opportunity to be able to test different areas and genres. Nathan was able to recommend different songs for me to go away and learn as this was a challenge there were different vocal techniques I had to embrace. Transitioning from contemporary to legit musical theatre songs was a challenge and took time and practice. Although I had investigated legit musical theatre songs previously, I wanted to find specific ones that showed off my best vocal quality. I began by looking at a song from “Chaplin” called “What only love can see” I knew this would be a challenge especially with vocal technique as I am more used to using belt quality and singing ballad songs with fry, that are contemporary singing, legit tends to have a more polished approach. I knew that I wanted to create a beautiful and expressive sound that suited the style of the song. I started by listening to the cast recording once, watching live performances of Chaplin and studying the vocal techniques needed. I needed to ensure that I created a controlled sound. I needed to use proper vocal technique, including good breath support and precise diction. In lyrics such as “let me show you, the best that’s inside you” I wanted to add breathe to add emotion and wanted to have an expressive sound that suits the style and character of the music. I wanted to incorporate both the vocal technique and characteristics into my performance of the song. I knew that this would be a great example of a legit musical theatre song. The song showcases the emotional depth and vulnerability of the character. This has been a huge challenge for myself, yet I believe it is one I have overcome. I am very proud of the progress I have made thus far and look forward to my vocal quality, ability and overall journey ahead of me!

In conclusion, I have been able to experiment with different arrangements all while putting my own interpretation on each song. I have been able to add my own unique style to make my repertoire stand out and ensuring that I have different genres of music in my rep to show off all styles of singing. Following on from this I will continue to build my repertoire and keep exploring new songs and styles and add it to my rep list over time and mark up the perfect audition songs for me to be able to show my best quality’s vocally and physically through each character I portray. I don’t want to limit myself to just one specific style or genre. During this term I think that the singing lessons have helped me to add versatility and showcase my ability to adapt to different musical theatre styles.


A good website that I used to help build my repertoire was theatretrip.com. this helped me to find similar but new songs for me to add to my rep list. 

 https://www.theatretrip.com/ 

Another source that has helped me build my rep list is “your rep book” by Adam Wachter. This has helped me massively when it came to exploring new songs. 

https://adamwachter.com/your-rep-book


























Holly Roberts (2318767)
Digital era 
Theatre review 

 
In December I went to see a production of ‘I should be so lucky” in the Wales Millennium Centre. Me and my friend knew that this would be a good show to watch because when we saw the trailer it advertised 80s hits. A genre of music we knew wed enjoy. The show had great hits including “I should be so lucky” by Kylie Minogue, ‘Never gonna give you up” by Rick Astley and “too many broken hearts” by Jason Donovan. The songs in the show were so catchy and fun! 

When seeing the advert for this production we were immediately enticed in by the fact that Kylie herself would feature in the storyline via video which was also a nice touch to honour her in the production. I found myself humming along and tapping my feet throughout the entire performance. The choreography was also fantastic, with the dancers moving in perfect sync and adding that extra wow factor to the musical numbers, Jason Gilkison’s choreography was upbeat and fit every song perfectly with brilliant energy. From looking at the poster I knew that the show would be something I enjoyed. With songs from Mike Stock, Matt Aiken and Pete Waterman. 

The show was written and directed by Debbie Isitt so we knew we would be in for something exciting as I have enjoyed her previous work which includes films like Nativity. 
The whole show was filled with so much energy and excitement that it hooked me from beginning to end. The cast was incredible, it was nice to see such a diverse cast ranging in different ages, races and sizes. It followed the story of Ella, played by Lucie-Mae Summer, Lucie- Mae Summer has also appeared in Titanic the musical and Mary Poppins who is about to get married when she is left at the altar due to a deep family secret. Her and her friends however still decide to go on the honeymoon to Turkey. When watching the production, I feel as though each character had great character development. I enjoyed how lines were altered to fit the location of the theatre. They brought so much life and personality to their characters. You could really feel the chemistry between Ella and Nathan, played by Billy Roberts, which made the relationships in the story feel so real and made me feel connected to both characters and understand their situations. The set design costumes and props were bright and colourful. The attention to detail was impressive, and it helped transport me into the world of the show. It was like steeping into a magical and visually captivating experience. The show was set in Turkey and the set took us straight to Turkey with the signature Turkish culture which was a lovely touch and was washed with nice warm stage lighting to add ambience and to portray hotter climate.  The costume represented the warmer climate due to the fact that they were wearing swimwear, therefore furthering our expectations of what we saw in the programme. In the show the set was fabulous with immersive fly ins. The fly ins furthered the atmosphere for the audience due to the fact in one scene we actually saw the hot air balloon flying. It was a great visual picture and helped the audience imagine that them themselves were in Turkey. In another wee saw a speed boat where two of the main characters boated of to Greece on a daytrip. When they were on the boat great sound effects were used which further helped us use our imagination and made us feel as we were really there!

In summary, I believe “I Should Be So lucky”, is a feel-good musical that will leave a big smile on your face. It’s the perfect blend of catchy tunes, talented performances, and a touch of magic. I think that you defiantly get what you see from the advertisements and wasn’t left disappointed! Being as Kylie Minogue and Jason Donavon are some of my favourite artists, I was very thrilled to see that their music was honoured in the performance. I am so happy I was able to see such a great production and plan to see it again in the future. After seeing the performance, it really inspired and enhanced my determination to become a musical theatre performer.

I Should Be So Lucky website:
https://soluckymusical.com/
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