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Critically discuss whether recent ancient DNA analyses can provide reliable information on the identity, origin and spread of ‘Celtic’ populations in the 5th-1st century BC. 
In this report we will be discussing how recent DNA analyses on ancient ‘Celtic’ samples has led to the discovery of reliable information on the identity, origin and spread of ‘Celtic’ populations during the time period 5th-1st century BC. Before we talk about ‘Celtic’ populations, we must first define what ‘Celtic’ entails within the geographical sense of location. The ‘Celtic’ geographic influence spans from modern day Great Britain (Ireland, Wales, Scotland, England), through Western Europe and into Eastern Europe. There are two types of ‘Celts’; Insular (those of England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland) and the Continental (those in Europe). A possible reason for such a large expansion could be put down to invasions and natural movement within communities. Recent DNA analyses have shown through physical DNA evidence how the ‘Celts’ originated within the certain area. It also lets us detail the expansion of the people known as the ‘Celts’ and how they managed to spread around Europe.  However, we must acknowledge that DNA evidence cannot give us a full picture on how the ‘Celts’ lived. This means that we have to find other forms of evidence in order to attempt to gain a clear picture of the ‘Celts’ lives. We can do this through analysing the languages used by the ‘Celts’, this gives us the insight into how the ‘Celts’ communicated with one another, both within their own communities and those communities and tribes that were foreign to them. Another way for us to gain an insight was through analysing the material culture and evidence left behind by the ‘Celts’ across the world.
DNA evidence is a very useful tool that we can use in order to analyse the origins of mankind, not just the origins of the ‘Celts’. Through DNA evidence we can narrow down the common strands of genes that are shared by those ‘Celts’ from the 5th-1st century BC. By being able to narrow down the gene pool of the ancient ‘Celts’ it means that we can definitively ascertain where the ‘Celts’ originated from.  By being able to pinpoint the ‘Celts’ origin, at least in genetic terms, it means that we can also explain and give evidence to explain the ‘Celts’ expansion. This makes DNA a more reliable source of information in comparison to other methods, i.e. material culture and linguistic analysis’. This is because with DNA evidence we can analyse how the spread of certain DNA attributes were spread throughout the 5th-1st century BC United Kingdom and Europe. This enables us to connect the different tribes that are attributed as being under the umbrella term of being ‘Celtic’. Although this is possible through other means, such as the linguistic origins analysis and material culture, it is much easier and more definitively done through DNA analysis. This is because when analysing language origins and material culture we are theorising and cannot ever be 100% certain that our theories are correct, as we cannot ask a ‘Celt’ if this is how they lived.
Another way to ascertain the identity and spread of the ‘Celtic’ populations of the 5th-1st century BC, can be through looking at the origins of the written and spoken language of the ‘Celtic’ countries, which spread throughout modern Europe and the modern United Kingdom during the 5th-1st century BC. But in order to pinpoint exactly the start of these languages we will need to mention evidence from before the start of our time period, so before the start of the 5th century BC. If we can find similarities between languages from around the 5th-1st century BC, then it could be a possible indication of an origin of ‘Celtic’ populations. Or at least for those countries that we can prove have similarities. For example, in the La Tène the spoken language was Gaulish. By being able to determine certain countries (and from these countries individual tribes and settlements) that have similarities in their languages, then we can offer the theory of the ‘Celts’ coming from these certain regions of having an ancestor or ancestors in common. Linguistic evidence can be more beneficial than DNA evidence because we have multiple pieces of writings that have survived over the years from our time period, unlike the bodies of the deceased who will have been buried in multiple ways dependent on where they lived, what level of society they were from and what they did during life. For example, chariot burials, cremation pits, etc.
The final way that we can decipher the origins and identity of the 5th-1st century BC ‘Celts’ is through the material culture that they have left behind, whether on purpose or accidentally. The ‘Celts’ left behind evidence such as house foundations, grave goods, hill forts, etc. By leaving these goods and material evidence behind it means that archaeologists can excavate in places where we believe certain groups of ‘Celts’ to be related. If we end up finding similar evidence in both places then we can cautiously theorise that the places must somehow be linked. The collection and analysis of material culture from suspected related ‘Celts’ groups across the world can be more beneficial than DNA analysis because it can give us more of an insight into the details of ‘Celtic’ civilisation. This being because DNA can only tell us if someone was related, and that their DNA ended up spread across the globe. But when we look at material culture it can tell us about the technology used in the production of objects, the art which can talk about the mythology and the living practices of the community. Meaning that material culture can give us the details of how the ‘Celtic’ world lived, which cannot be gleamed through DNA analysis alone. 
In conclusion the DNA analysis of ‘Celtic’ communities from the 5th-1st century BC is very useful in determining how and when origin and identity spread throughout the ‘Celtic’ world. As it enables us to gain information of the genetic profile of those who we have managed to obtain samples from. Unfortunately, though it does not manage to give us a full picture on how the idea of identity spread throughout the ‘Celtic’ world. The same way that analysis of linguistics and material culture can only give us limited views on the aspects they are also analysing. One possible way to gather a fuller image would be to combine these three evidence gathering and analysing approaches into one theory. By being able to incorporate DNA analysis, linguistic analysis and material culture analysis we would be able to fit together (even if just roughly) the ways of life for the majority of the ‘Celtic’ world. Then it would be easier for us to analyse the spread of identity throughout the ‘Celtic’ world. Also it would enable us to track the development of the ‘Celtic’ society from the beginning. So in conclusion, DNA analysis is very useful but I believe that if it were to be used alongside other approaches of gathering evidence and analysis then we would be able to have an even more clear view of ‘Celtic’ society. 
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