[bookmark: _Int_OUhPK7N8][bookmark: _Int_YTJb9aGx]In this assignment the aim is to delve into a primary source on a critical level. Furthermore, discovering the reasons for the primary source giving its individualised view of events that had occurred and how they affected the sources point of view. To achieve this the goal will be to provide answers to questions such as who made the source, when it was made and why it was made. This will give the full context and scope of the whole story of the storyteller and or a peak into their psyche of the individual. Then we will get a larger understanding of how the events might have affected the general population present during this event. Therefore, for this assessment I have chosen to cover “The Stripping of The Altars” By Eamon Duffy.
[bookmark: _Int_HautT4C8][bookmark: _Int_HiZgMQCR][bookmark: _Int_RFEM8YUl][bookmark: _Int_ljUx2dJI]Firstly, the question that is most important to answer first is what, is the source at hand? This will help in understanding how the storyteller interacts and interacts with the audience. Weather the writer intends it to be given to a wider audience of people such as for example a book or news paper. Or it could be that the writer meant it for a specific audience or even no audience at all. Such as shown in sources such as journal entries and or letters. In this source I will be covering it is a scholarly book. We can infer from this that the source was intended for a wide audience. As it was a mass publication as any book is therefore anyone interested in such topics can buy and digest. However, this brings me to my next point that it is a scholarly book. Meaning that this was indeed intended for a specific group of individuals. Those who are specifically looking for education and or wisdom in the specific area of expertise this author is specifically writing about.
[bookmark: _Int_WcCtNCQ0][bookmark: _Int_OlnleD9Q]Secondly, it is imperative to discuss the author himself. This is critical as this allows us to define the perspective this is coming from including the background of where this perspective is coming from. Such as up bringing, beliefs and education. This is because all these factors are the deciding forces behind how this person goes about experiencing these events and the ways they process that and put that to the rest of the world around them. Therefore, with that in mind Eamon Duffy is what is known as a ‘cradle Catholic.’ Which is someone who has been faithful in his religion from birth to current times without breaking faith. Born and raised in Dundalk Ireland in 1947 he is a professor of the history of Christianity at the University of Cambridge. Specialising in Christianity of the medieval period especially well known for his commentary and contributions to his Catholic perspective of the Reformation. Furthering his extensive qualifications on this topic he also served as fellow of The British Academy, president of Magdalene College and a late member of the Pontifical Historical Commission. He is well known by others for is out of the box and alternative theories on the supposed ‘decline of Catholicism’ during the reformation. He argued that there was not any kind of decline of Catholicism during this period of immense change in the churches control. He argues there was a kind of flourishing of the Catholic movement. Most well known for capitalising on this perspective is his book of which is the topic of this history graphical study. With this background knowledge of who Duffy is as a person you can most definitely gather that his aim was to educate and enlighten people of the Catholic perspective of the reformation of the church. Putting a distinctively positive emphasis on the supposed flourishing of the religious faith during a time of great turmoil on the religious front specifically directed at the Catholic community and faith. This can be interpreted that he was inclined to be one sidedly motivated to promote the Catholic religion and the church itself in a more positive and even promotional manner. Especially in contrast to the more traditional perspective of the period. Amongst other historical figures that the Catholic faith was under immense pressure and threat of being in down fall due to the reformation. 
[bookmark: _Int_POHwGm3X][bookmark: _Int_koTI2lGe][bookmark: _Int_NQQyZKxf][bookmark: _Int_gc6mGJod][bookmark: _Int_6utqKASN][bookmark: _Int_UFbAN46k][bookmark: _Int_7sKM05qT][bookmark: _Int_6tdHLvFy][bookmark: _Int_vzUySLK9][bookmark: _Int_b2PiULnV]Thirdly, we will be looking at both the when and why this book was published. This is of a level of importance in this study as it gives the reader an idea of what kind of audiences are around during the era of this publication. Allowing us to see the perspectives of the intended groups of this time and how they themselves saw this viewing of their interactions with this topic. In addition to why this book was published. This allows us to study the mindset behind the creation of the book and what the authors true intentions behind the creation and public presentation of this book were and are. Including the writers intended audience and how they wanted them to digest this media. What can be gathered is that ‘The Stripping of the Altars’ was first published in 1992. According to scholars during this period claim that during the mid twentieth century there was a prominent shift towards more revisionist ideologies. Before the nineteen nineties it is claimed that there was a strong consensus that the reformation was simply explained as the inevitability of the change and rise towards Protestantism. Then, during the time of the nineteen nineties was the change in the scholarly perspective and practice in study. Such as the idea that, in reality the fight for reform was an up-hill battle for both parties. However, this brings us to the next point of why this book was made. Eamon Duffy’s book is a revisionist account coming from a strongly Catholic perspective. And he discusses the then black and white perspective of historians of the time that the Protestant movement of that period had overthrew the Catholic movement entirely to the point that Catholicism quickly became an outdated and crumbling religion while Protestantism became an unstoppable force in the development of new religious ideologies. However, Eamon Duffy goes on to spear head that claim and give more of a better view from the opposing party’s position during the reformation. Furthermore, pushing the argument that Catholicism was not so much as a crumbling and quickly fading religion during the reformation as it is made out to be by other either Anglican and or nonreligious people and or historians made out to believe. Therefore, you could gather that Eamon made his book to introduce the public and academia to the Catholics perspective and story to the reformation. Especially during a period where research was one sided in it is focus on only the Protestant interpretation of these events. He sought out to tell the opposing side’s perspective and even the grounds in-terms of what truly happened by comparing and introducing the world to both parties' perspective in an attempt to create a fuller picture of what might have truly happened.
[bookmark: _Int_OdJkz3Qh][bookmark: _Int_ywNOooBU][bookmark: _Int_srHG1r1z]Now we ask ourselves an intricate question of historiography of who this book was made for in-terms of its audience. Asking this question decides how the author may write his thoughts in a language that is best fit to convince or convey to his audience. This also decides how personal and or educational the writing is even how strong and impactful the writing will be on said group of people. Considering the content of the book of it being religious in nature you can also see he takes his time to include references and research related to specifically other scholars of an opposing viewpoint. With an emphasis on outlining what they discuss and then using his research into parish records and church documents he had found during his time as a qualified historian. In addition to making a point of speaking specifically in a way that seemed directed at the scholars themselves in a scholarly debater manner. Especially using scholarly sources to do so. He further introduces his audience to Catholicism and its teachings and traditions in an educational manner in a direct manner pointing at the audience themselves. Along with the continuing use of religious scholarly sources to do so. This sets up the audience for the arguments siding along with giving a scholarly recap of the reformation and a summary on the topic to set up what he will be debating and with whom this is a response to. With that you can easily interpret this is a book directed at the educational community from student to scholar. It was intended to introduce them an alternative approach to the reformation topic. And a promotion to educate those on the part that had only started being spoken of during that time on a non-Protestant sided platform. Where scholars and students alike can get a new take and perspective of the party at play during the reformation.
[bookmark: _Int_hRoHF8HC][bookmark: _Int_xJtbkccg]Now it is time to discuss how answering these questions affect how we use the source in the future and how it has affected how we interpret the work. In how we may use the book now knowing more context of how this book came to be. We can look at it and now see it from a Catholics perspective and how they might feel and view this book from their culture. And how it might have been a liberating and relatable experience for other Catholics, scholars or both learn about the true in-depth history of their culture. Including scholars looking back in history at this book and looking at how and what parts of this book particularly might have stood out. Especially in-terms of the transition into the revisionist way of study of the nineteen nineties. The readers as a whole can now observe unique contrasting perspectives compared to many other scholarly articles of the period.
[bookmark: _Int_PmGkiQfF][bookmark: _Int_WtP5PK7D]Finally, we move on to the strengths and weaknesses of of the book. This can further help future readers look at this book from a critical lens. Of potential problems and or biases of this book along with influential aspects and strengths of the book. Moving forward immediately you can admire the in-depth and detailed scholarly research and content prominent in this piece of work. The large amount of thorough and thoughtful integration of ancient accounts of medieval religious writings of various persists and Catholic declarations used skilfully in this writing to prove and solidify his arguments so powerfully. In addition to challenging his contemporaries in a professional and self-reflective manner. Including the openness of harshness when it comes to sharing his thoughts can be interpreted as being quite open and honest with his views on their work. Even those who share the same beliefs as himself. However, you can still find the book as being quite one sided. This is in terms to how he covers the Protestants perspective of events quite lacking and or pro-dominantly negative compared to his commentary on his own religion. Being that just a bit more complex and wider in comparison. It would be more interesting to interact just that bit more in depth of the Protestant public and their views just a bit more. In addition, it would be more complex to also include more Protestant victories in these tumultuous times in history. It would pose more of an evenness in-terms of the more complex nature of these parties being more humanised. Especially with his quoting of calling the reformation “barbarian” which seems much too much of a simplification of the reformation particularly of the opposition. On a smaller level he could have covered his up bringing to give more perspective of where he is coming from in this book. Much like his other book ‘Faith of our Fathers.’ It would give the reader more context of where and why he is coming from his angle so strongly and intensely. 
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