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According to Cook et al (2016), before arriving at the scene of an incident, the first responding officers should be given vital information to ensure they are prepared and can ensure safety before arriving at the scene. Vital information that can be given to officers who are responding to an incident could include an exact location or address of the incident, what type of incident they arrive at and if anyone could be left at the scene of the incident. While on the way to the scene of an incident, the first responding officer should be making a dynamic risk assessment from the information they have been given in the initial report which will include: what is known to have happened, how many people were involved and if they are likely to still be at the scene and if any weapons or other risks to the officer may be present such as falling buildings, chemicals etc. 

When arriving at the scene of the incident, the first attending officer may have to ensure that any persons at the scene, themselves and members of the public are kept as safe as possible, especially in an incident where a weapon could have been used. This will include the first attending officer carrying out an immediate assessment at the scene to determine whether any first aid may be needed for a possible victim(s) at the scene. If there are any possible suspects at the scene then these should be detained as soon as possible in order to keep everyone safe and to stop them escaping and appropriate checks could done on the suspect, victim or household to check for warrants, bail conditions, retraining order etc. (College of Policing, 2016). 

Human life at the scene is more important than any physical evidence that could be left, so the first responding officer should not tend to any evidence at the scene if that means there could be a delay in saving a human life. However, this does not mean that evidence can be ignored when trying to save a human life, the first attending officer could inform paramedics at the scene of possible evidence to ensure they do not move or affect the evidence if possible. Should the evidence need to be moved then this should be done as carefully as possible and the evidence should be kept in its new place once moved. This is because actions such as moving furniture and open doors may contaminate the evidence that is at the scene. Any actions taken should be reported to the crime scene investigator and recorded as soon as possible. (Cook et al, 2016). 

Cook et al (2016) says despite all crime scenes having different variations and factors, after an incident has taken place, the period straight after this is sometimes known as the golden hour. This is the period of time in which any witnesses should be identified and interviewed and the scene should be preserved in order to protect any evidence while it is undisturbed by officers and paramedics. An example of this could be, if there are any blood stains at a scene then these should be collected for sampling or protected in case of them being diluted by any rain. 

In order to protect a crime scene and the evidence within from cross contamination, the first attending officer may have to set up a cordon to ensure only authorized personnel can access the crime scene. The cordon set up needs to be a visible barrier, such as police tape, around the outside of the scene to prevent access to the public and media personnel. The cordon set up could be around a large area than is completely necessary in order to protect any evidence that may be further away from the scene and should be attached to a fixed object that does not need to be used to collect evidence from. For example, a post that has a blood stain on should not be used to secure police tape too incase the blood stain is affected by the tape. (Cook et al, 2016). 

After the cordon has been set up there a rendezvous point will also need to be selected. Choosing a suitable area for the rendezvous point should be done as early as possible which will also help the investigation run as smoothly as possibly. This point may be required to store emergency vehicles, rest stations for personnel and sometimes a command center during major incidents. The rendezvous point should be in an open area of land which has a good access point for the different vehicles that will be coming in and out and should also be near a road that is not too narrow that may restrict access. The area in which the rendezvous point is situated in, should be unconnected to the crime scene as vehicles constantly moving and a large number of personnel could disrupt vital pieces of evidence. (Cook et al, 2016)

According to Cook et al (2016), there should also be a common approach path set out by the first attending officer. This is to show any other personnel that may need to enter the scene which route they should take when travelling around the scene. There are a number of different factors that need to be considered when planning an approach path which include: the path should not be the same route that a victim or suspect could have taken, the path should not be the same route that the first attending officer took when they arrived at the scene, the path should be on solid ground if possible and the path should minimize the risk that evidence could be destroyed or damaged. An example of this could be if there are small bits of blood or shoe prints on the floor of the scene that have not yet been discovered and marked, then personnel travelling close to this evidence may step on and contaminate the evidence without knowing. 

More common issues that are related to setting out a common approach path could be: if the common approach path is set up at the rear of the property or personnel need to enter through a door which is originally locked, then searching around a property in order to find a key to the door may destroy other bits of vital evidence. If there was a crime scene in an area with no fixed points or features like an empty field, then setting up a common approach path may be difficult. Also, if a building only has one entrance and exit then this will need to be the common approach path as no other way is possible. (Cook et al, 2016). 

As well as the first attending officer defending possible suspects, identifying potential witnesses and accessing the scene upon their arrival, there are a number of actions the first attending officer could take in order to preserve a crime scene as best as possible while waiting for other officers and crime scene investigators to arrive. These actions taken by the first responding officer could include controlling children or pets who could disrupt the scene in a separate around, close door and windows or even board them up during bad weather such as heavy rain pour which could affect evidence from the scene such as blood stains or shoe prints. Shoe marks could also be preserved by placing a big object such as a chair over it to ensure that this object is not blown away by any wind which could happen if a piece of paper was used to protect the shoe print. Tire and shoe marks could also be protected when outside by using different objects like boxes over them to affect them from possible bad weather such as rain or wind but should also be covered during fine weather just in case an officer steps in the mark that is left and ruins the possible evidence. (Cook et al, 2016).

The first responding officer may also need to wear and mask and gloves to ensure they do not disturb the evidence in a crime scene while they are first on the scene going about their duties. However, the first responding officer should be aware that even with gloves on while going about their duties at a crime scene, the gloves will not protect fingerprints that may be on objects from being destroyed. With this in consideration, the first responding officer should move as minimum as possible and if they are required to move an object, then they should do so by handling it very carefully. (Cook et al, 2016).

When recovering and examining forensic evidence from a crime scene the first priority should be to prevent contamination as best as possible. Contamination could be described as the damage done to evidence or when evidence is altered from its original state in any way that is not required in order to preserve it. Contamination doe not just happen with evidence exhibits such as a weapon and finger prints around a crime scene, it can also happen within vehicles, suspects and other colleagues while working together. An example of this could be if an officer has been at the crime scene then they are sent to question a possible suspect, they could transfer evidence from the scene to the suspect and vis versa such as transferring clothing fibers between the two areas. They could also mean that if the suspect had been at the crime scene, the officer transferring evidence from the scene to the suspect may reduce the value of evidence found. (Cook et al, 2016).

If there is a possibility of contamination of evidence during an investigation then this evidence should be subject to scrutiny by the defense when the case is in court in order to test the overall integrity of a piece of evidence and even get the judge to disallow the evidence to be used in court. In order to reduce contamination then officers and personnel at a scene could follow general advice such as wearing two pair of gloves in case one of them break when they are handling evidence or touching objects around a scene, wearing a mask in and around a scene or if this is not possible then coughing should be avoided where possible when in or around a scene, storing exhibits in an appropriate manner which means storing them in a cool and dry area in order to prevent them from decaying or getting damaged and not placing a suspect in a cell unless it has been thoroughly cleaned. Not only should the crime scene be treated with care in order to reduce the risk of contamination but so should possible suspects and victims. An example of this could be not transferring a victim and suspect in the same vehicle after each other because this will increase the chances of evidence being transferred between the two of them. Vehicles should also be cleaned thoroughly especially when they contain evidence such as blood or clothing fibers. (Cook et al, 2016).

In order to recover and examine possible evidence from a crime scene then this has to be exhibited first which means details about the object should be recorded before being recovered. If possible evidence is found by a member of the public and not a police officer then it is the police officer’s responsibility to record the name of the finder on the exhibit label and take a statement from the finder in order to find out how they found it and where it was originally when they found it. In order to prevent contamination, officers and investigators should not accept any possible evidence unless it is a package exhibit or being brought forward by a member of the public. When packaging exhibits there are a number of details that will need to be filled in by an officer on the label on the front of the package. The details may include the name of the finder, given an exhibit number in order to be identified, given a short description of what the exhibit is or may be and the date, time and location of where the exhibit was found. (Cook et al, 2016).

There should be detailed notes taken of an exhibit in order to assist anyone who may later look at the exhibit. If these detailed notes are not taken then the next person who handles the exhibit may open it and therefore increase the chance of contamination. These detailed notes should include any marks on the exhibit, size of the exhibit if it is a clothing item, any damage to the exhibit or other details that may need to be known at a later date such as the exact location the exhibit was found. (Cook et al, 2016).

Fryer (2012) says that once an item of evidence has been packaged and exhibited there are certain precautions which can be taken which will not only reduce the risk of contamination and degradation but will also protect the integrity of the piece of evidence. These precautions could include the container or bag that contains the evidence being sealed by a tamper sticker which will show signs of anyone tampering with the evidence, securely sealing and protecting the container or bag that holds the evidence for transportation to reduce the risk of contamination or damage to the piece of evidence. Also, evidence could be checked throughout every stage of custody from the moment it is collected in order to inspect its integrity. 

Any items of evidence that are recovered from a crime scene and need to be forensically examined will later be identified by the crime scene manager and an evidence recovery plan will be made for each piece of evidence. In a case where they are multiple items of evidence that required further examination then the priority of each piece of evidence will need to be considered. When multiple pieces of evidence require further examination then it is suggested that all the pieces of evidence from a crime scene relating to one person are examined separately to those of another person involved in the same incident, this will decrease the chances of contamination during the examination stages. (Fryer, 2012). 
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