

Awe and Wonder Risk Benefit Assessment
	Location and activity
	Maes y Morfa Primary School woodland area
	Date
	__15.09.2026______________

	Assessor
	Janine Morgan
	Review date
	_____21.09.2026___________


Assessment scope: Early years children exploring the photographed outdoor space with practitioners present. Benefits are balanced against foreseeable hazards; controls should be confirmed before use and reviewed after changes, incidents or severe weather.
	Experience exploring outdoor space in photograph
	How will young people benefit from this activity?
	Hazards and associated risks
	Who is at risk?
	Precautions in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk after precautions rating L M H

	Magical wardrobe doorway leading to the woodland area
[image: ]
	Creates awe and wonder by transforming entry into a magical wardrobe-style journey.
Encourages imagination, storytelling, prediction, cooperation and rich descriptive language.
Builds curiosity as children move from a familiar school space into a natural environment to investigate materials, habitats, and seasonal change.
	Uneven, damp or debris-covered floor may cause slips, trips or splinters.
Narrow doorway and moving doors could trap fingers or cause collisions.
Low or weathered timber and overhanging vegetation may scratch or strike children.
Reduced visibility could make supervision more difficult.
	Children using the doorway and pathway
Practitioners supporting or inspecting the area
	A competent adult completes a visual and physical check before each session.
Clear leaves, loose debris and protruding or rotten timber; repair rough edges and splinters.
[bookmark: _Int_ugUOQOeb]Secure doors open or remove them if they can swing, trap fingers or obstruct the route.
Prune vegetation to a safe head height and keep the entrance, pathway and exit clearly visible.
Allow children through the narrow doorway in small numbers, using walking, turn-taking and no-climbing boundaries.
Maintain close adult supervision and stop access during high winds, heavy rain or poor light.
	LOW




Awe and Wonder Risk Benefit Assessment Continued
	Experience exploring outdoor space in photograph
	How will young people benefit from this activity?
	Hazards and associated risks
	Who is at risk?
	Precautions in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk after precautions rating L M H

	Leafy woodland pathway leading to magical doorway
[image: ]
	Develops balance, coordination and confidence on varied natural ground.
Allows children to compare textures, measure distance and investigate seasonal change.
Promotes curiosity, sensory exploration, resilience and managed risk-taking.
	Wet leaves, mud, roots, broken paving and uneven ground present slip and trip hazards.
Low branches, brambles or sharp twigs may cause scratches or eye injury.
Ivy, fungi, animal waste, insects or unknown plants may be touched or ingested.
Enclosed pathway may reduce visibility and increase the chance of separation.
	Children exploring the path
Practitioners accompanying them
	Walk the route first and remove litter, sharp objects, unstable branches and obvious animal waste.
Define clear boundaries and entry and exit points; use small groups and frequent headcounts.
Prune low or thorny growth while retaining the natural character of the route.
Children wear suitable closed footwear and weather-appropriate clothing.
Teach no eating or picking without adult permission and handwashing after exploration.
Use close supervision and adapt or close the route in ice, storms, high winds or very wet conditions.
	LOW TO MEDIUM




Awe and Wonder Risk Benefit Assessment Continued
	Experience exploring outdoor space in photograph
	How will young people benefit from this activity?
	Hazards and associated risks
	Who is at risk?
	Precautions in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk after precautions rating L M H

	Outdoor role-play kitchen and exploration area
[image: ]
	Encourages collaborative role play, vocabulary, counting and practical problem-solving.
Supports exploration of capacity, weight, sorting and properties of natural materials.
Offers opportunities for designing, building and negotiating shared play.
	Weathered or unstable equipment, doors and timber may trap fingers, tip or cause splinters.
Uneven ground, tree debris and raised paving edges may cause trips or falls.
Small loose parts or hidden litter may present choking or cutting hazards.
Climbing on furniture or structures could lead to falls.
	Children using the role-play area
Practitioners setting up or supervising
	Check and secure all equipment and fencing; remove or repair rotten, sharp or loose parts.
Clear bark, litter and trip hazards and make paving edges clearly visible.
Use only age-appropriate resources that are clean, intact and large enough not to choke.
Set a no-climbing rule for structures not designed for climbing and model safe use of doors.
Limit numbers in the area and supervise play closely, especially when loose materials are added.
Clean resources routinely and ensure handwashing after mud, water or natural-material play.
	LOW




Awe and Wonder Risk Benefit Assessment Continued
	Experience exploring outdoor space in photograph
	How will young people benefit from this activity?
	Hazards and associated risks
	Who is at risk?
	Precautions in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk after precautions rating L M H

	Natural tunnel beneath dense branches access to magical doorway
[image: ]
	Supports imaginative journeys, storytelling and cooperative games.
Develops body awareness, movement planning and understanding of height and space.
Enables observation of habitats, plant growth, light and seasonal change.
	Low, dense or dead branches may scratch eyes, catch clothing or fall.
Exposed roots, sticks, ivy and uneven ground may cause slips and trips.
Restricted sightlines may lead to collisions or separation; plants, fungi or insects may cause harm if touched or ingested.
	Children moving through the tunnel
Practitioners supervising and maintaining it
	A competent person checks branches regularly and after storms; prune sharp or dead growth and clear the walking line.
Mark boundaries and use small groups, one-way movement, close supervision and frequent headcounts.
Teach children not to eat plants or fungi and to report stings, scratches or hazards immediately.
	LOW TO MEDIUM




Awe and Wonder Risk Benefit Assessment Continued
	Experience exploring outdoor space in photograph
	How will young people benefit from this activity?
	Hazards and associated risks
	Who is at risk?
	Precautions in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk after precautions rating L M H

	Mature willow tree and sloping ground situated next to mud kitchen and exploration area
[image: ]
	Supports investigation of trees, habitats, seasons, growth and living things.
The slope offers meaningful exploration of gravity, speed, rolling and friction.
Encourages gross-motor development, balance, confidence and nature-based imaginative play.
	Slope, exposed roots, fallen leaves and uneven ground may cause slips, trips or collisions.
Low, weak or falling branches may cause injury, especially in windy conditions.
Climbing may cause a fall; bark, twigs, seeds, fungi, insects or animal waste may cause injury or irritation.
	Children exploring the tree and slope
Practitioners supervising nearby
	Obtain routine tree inspection by a competent person and recheck after storms or visible damage.
Set and explain a clear climbing limit, or prohibit climbing until the tree is formally approved for it.
Remove dangerous deadwood and litter; define the movement zone to prevent collisions with the trunk or others.
Use suitable footwear, small groups and active supervision; adapt in wet or icy conditions and wash hands afterwards.
	LOW TO MEDIUM
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