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	Ensure consistent and correct use of the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guidance,
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This assignment will discuss the importance of having community links within a school environment and how School X implements this. School X is a placement English-medium school that is situated in South Wales where the they cater for over 400 pupils. This school provides classes from Nursery up until Year Six and the year group that will be focussed on for the purpose of this assignment is Year One. School X has lots of good practice with the Community that I have observed whilst on placement. According to Estyn (2014), they explain that School X makes positive contributions to the community such as visiting churches and the local supermarkets. From studying at University, it has been noticed how important and unique it is to teach in Wales. It is an exciting in time for teachers in Wales because the New Curriculum has been introduced for the year 2022 which offers more creativity in the way teachers plan their lessons as the Minister of Education discusses in the Welsh Government press release (WG, 2019). Primary teachers need to make sure that pupils meet the four purposes by the end of their Education according to the Welsh Government (2019). The Mindfulness in Schools Project (MiSP, 2020) explain that Education in Wales is changing as a result of Donaldson’s (2015) ‘Successful Futures’ report which will mean that current teachers will have to change the way they teach in order to meet the New Curriculum in 2022. The focus of this assignment is to act upon one of School X priorities that is included within their School Development Plan (SDP). The priority that has been chosen is to enhance the children’s learning by improving the learning environment. According to School X they state that the learning environment will give opportunities for children to have hands-on and practical experiences that will enhance their learning outside of the school environment. As School X is based in a deprived area, the focus of this school proposal is to improve children’s attendance. Pupils are less likely to succeed well if their attendance is low (School X, 2018). They also explain that poor attendance will mean that pupils will fall behind with their learning. This proposal for a school project is about using the community farm every other week to create a more exciting environment that should increase pupil’s attendance. School X already uses the community farm, but the teacher will work with the owner of the farm to set up activity areas that will be used by the pupils when they visit. Vygotsky as discussed in Grigg (2015) states the importance of the social world around children and the different environments that can influence children’s learning. Similarly, to Vygotsky, Piaget believes that the pupil learns best by engaging with the activity and being active within this process (Grigg, 2015). This made me realise how much the community farm will impact the children’s development within the school. 
The focus of this school proposal is to improve the learning environment so pupil’s attendance will increase in school. Malcolm et al. (2003) conducted a study which showed that poor attendance in schools is an ongoing problem that schools are facing. Pupils that have low attendance are more likely to become disruptive in class and are more likely to have lower attainment levels within their subjects. Similarly, García and Weiss (2018) also believe that attendance is an important aspect for every child to succeed. They also noticed within their research that one out five children missed at least three days a week of school and these children had lower test results in their mathematics tests (García and Weiss 2018). Malcolm et al. (2003) also explained that most parents linked good attendance with a good level of understanding and knowledge within lessons. However, the parents that allowed the pupils to have poor attendance believed that this was not an important aspect within the school life (Malcolm et al. 2003). García and Weiss (2018) linked how the child’s circumstances at home would possibly affect their school attendance. For example, they state that if the parents have a change to their domestic life (i.e divorce) or are needed to look after a younger sibling then this will bring a greater risk to the child being absent from school (García and Weiss 2018). Teachers need to understand that there is a “relationship between education, disadvantage and poor education outcomes” (Kerr et al. 2014, p.31). Children that are brought up from poorer families will be less likely to experience the “rich home learning environment” (Goodman and Gregg, 2010, p.5) than other children who are much more fortunate. Grigg (2013, p.135) states that Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) believes that “early childhood experiences were the key to later behaviour patterns.” Therefore, children need positive encouragement from their parents to regularly attend school. Goodman and Gregg (2010, p.6) state that by the age of eleven, only three quarters of children had reached the “Government’s expected levels” by the end of Key Stage Two. Estyn (2014) believe that the children that have been brought up in poverty are more likely to have lower paid jobs in the future and poorer health. Welsh Government (2009) explained that there is still a large gap between attainment of children and poverty but there are several policies and partnerships to increase the attainment gap and children’s educational experiences. Estyn (2014) state that effective schools will have an “outstandingly positive ethos” (Estyn, 2014, p.4) that will allow the disadvantaged children to achieve their potential as the school are constantly being positive. Effective schools will also have a “whole school ethos of attainment for all” (Sharp et al. 2015, p.8) which will make sure that disadvantaged children do not feel like they are part of a stereotypical group, every child will be treated individually. Teachers would never assume that disadvantaged children are less likely to succeed or that all disadvantaged children face the same barriers and think the same (Sharp et al. 2015). 
Another focus of this school proposal is for pupils to have opportunities to experience practical objects or items to enhance their learning. Pupils need to have hands on activities that will allow them to learn through real and physical experiences (Arnholz, 2019). They explain how hands on experiences will engage and connect with every part of the brain. Martin (2018) also explains the importance of having hands on, practical experiences and how this affects their learning. She believes that having hands-on experiences will make the lesson more interesting and engaging for the children. This will make the lesson far more memorable for the pupils (Martin, 2018). Coward (2016) also explains that it is more likely for children to loose concentration whilst listening to the teacher talking as oppose to having practical activities where they are able to experiment and discover. As well as Martin (2018), Coward (2016) also believes that passive learning can be boring as the pupils are not able to explore and carry out different experiments or research methods which can make lessons very tedious and uninteresting. According to Arnholz (2019), having hands-on and practical activities within the classroom will force the pupils to listen to instructions and commands. 
It will be discussed in this section how important the community is within schools and how crucial its role is. Saunders et al. (no date) explain how the community is further than just learning in the classroom and how much this benefits each pupil individually. Sayer (2013) also agrees with Saunders et al. (no date) as she believes that it is important for pupils to have a social connection and interaction with the community in order to enhance their learning. Dockett and Perry (2017) explain that schools that have numerous links with the community will have better engagement and attendance levels at school. Dockett and Perry (2017) also state that there is a “well-established link” between the community and children’s learning and development to become a young adult. According to Day et al. (2009) the schools that have the best links with the community improve pupil’s outcomes the most. They also explain that community visits can improve pupil’s behaviour and the quality of teaching and learning. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim of the school project is to have intended impacts and sound outcomes on the children and their environment. By focussing on a Year One class first and then using a carousel rotation so as each group and therefore every pupil will have the chance to experience the different activities. The first activity the children will have will consist of three parts for them to do.The first part is to make a cardboard cut-out of a sheep that the children will put shaving foam all over and then shear it using a ruler.  The next part is for the children to make gloves full of white paint and water to symbolise milk where the pupils will pretend to ‘milk cows.’  The third part would be the pupils making a farm using toy figures but remembering that if they add animals, they need to remember to include food etc. These activities show the children exactly how to care for the animals and the layout of a typical farm in the local area. It also shows children what the farming industry is like and what farmers do on day-to day basis. The second activity that the pupils will have is to take photographs of the animals and surroundings of the farm and when they arrive back at school, the teacher will draw a farm in the design of Helen Elliot, a Welsh artist. She uses imagination and memory to create child friendly drawings (See Appendix 1). The children will use paints and any recycled materials to make their farm ‘come to life’ ready to be placed on a bright and colourful display. This activity will be beneficial for the children because it allows them to be creative with their artistic skills and they will be using their digital competence skills in order to take the photographs. This activity shows the children how to incorporate their culture by using a Welsh artist into a painting. The class teacher may ask the headteacher if Helen Elliot could be a part of one of their art lessons to speak to the pupils so they can ask her questions related to their drawings. The main aim of this school project is to raise pupil’s attendance at school by making it enjoyable and to provide a more exciting learning environment to enhance pupils experience. Pupils attendance is paramount to their learning at school and this project will have lots of outcomes that the community would have provided. One outcome of this project is the real-life situations and objects which will allow them to experiment and discover to enhance their learning. Another outcome of this project is for children to appreciate their community around them and explore what different animals look and feel like as well as looking at their habitats. Piaget as discussed in Grigg (2015) believes that the pupil’s ability to “question, explore and test in the process” is paramount when improving their learning. Pupils will use their knowledge and skills to ask questions about the community farm which means they are improving their literacy and some mathematical skills. Moreover, this project will not only help pupils but will also help staff as they will be given training from the community farm to explain exactly what animals they need to be aware of and different questions they can ask the children.  There are many impacts that the community will have on the children and the school. The main impact that this school project will have on the pupils is to become “ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world” (Donaldson, 2015, p.29). He believes that young learners need to fully understand their community, society and the history of it to be able to compare what it is was like in the past, present and what it could be like in the future (Donaldson, 2015). These pupils also need to understand that they are part of this planet and need to make sure that they respect our world by having people around them to create positivity in the real world (Donaldson, 2015). This school project links to each of the Four Purposes. The pupils will also become “ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives” (Donaldson, 2015, p.29) because these learners will be able to enjoy a challenge and will use their knowledge and understanding in different contexts and environments. Pupils will also become “enterprising, creative contributors” (Donaldson, 2015, p.29) as they will be able to take part, lead groups and will be able to take some risks whilst at the farm. As a result of visiting the community farm every other week, the children will become “healthy, confident individuals” (Donaldson, 2015, p.29) as they will face daunting challenges and will make informed choices about their lifestyle. 
If the pupils are engaged with the animals and farming then this will enrich their learning and may even change the way the see some issues (Reporter F, 2020). Another intended impact of this project is to provide the pupils with skills and knowledge of their own community, society and how the rest of the world operate especially places that are not lucky enough to have many farms, land or animals. As stated by Dillion et al. (2005) some pupils might not have experienced the outdoors as much as other children so this unfamiliar environment will enrich and will broaden the way they think as they will be experiencing it first-hand. One school in Wales that visited their community farm explained how the visit helped children build their confidence and esteem as they were using their teamwork and practical skills in order to solve problems (Dillon et al, 2005). 
There are numerous ways that the class teacher can use to measure the impact of the school project. One way that the teacher will measure is by the pupil’s engagement. If the pupils are engaged with the community farm then the children will enjoy the school life and will want to learn (Langland, 2015). However, if the children are not engaged with the community farm then the project will not be successful and they will be less motivated to complete the activities (Langland, 2015). To add to this, the teacher will look at the pupil’s progress and will see if the pupils have improved their learning with a new learning experience and school culture (Kutash et al, 2010).  Another way that class teacher will measure the impact of the school project is by looking at the class or whole school attendance (Kutash et al, 2010). This will clearly show if the community farm has been successful if the attendance is higher on the day the pupils visit the farm rather than on a normal school day.  Also, the class teacher would measure the impact of this school project by having informal interviews with the children to see if they are enjoying or not and the teacher will also give a questionnaire to the people that own the farm to see if the project visits are successful with them.
According to Estyn (2019) one school in the local community (School A) uses lots of outside agencies and community links to enhance the children’s learning. Estyn (2019) also state that School A has built many strong relationships with the community and the children are fully aware of their locality and the part that it plays on the environment. School A uses a community link that improved children’s “social, emotional and linguistic skills very successfully” (Estyn, 2019, no page number). This school uses various activities in order to develop the children’s understanding of their own community and the respect they should show to others (Estyn, 2019). 
Another school (School B) as discussed in Estyn (2017), like School A stated that they use their local community farms to help improve literacy and numeracy skills. Estyn (2017) explained how School B uses the community farm to support the indoor classroom and allows the children to take responsibility and become active citizens in their community. Estyn (2017) believe that this school is particularly excellent at promoting the community farm because the pupils are taking pride in where they live, and they develop a sense of love and want for learning (Estyn 2017). School B recognises the importance of the natural world and allows the children to explore and discover challenges that they may face (Estyn, 2017). 
This school community project needs to be critically analysed to see if it will be successful or not. Teachers need to consider the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats this project will have (See Appendix 2). Overall, this community project has many strengths in several ways. One strength is that it builds numerous skills. The children will develop their “socio-emotional, cognitive and physical development” (The House of Commons, 2005, p.37) when visiting the community farm. These skills are important in a child’s life because they help improve their “growth and development” (The House of Commons, 2005, p.37) at a young age. Another strength that this project will have on the children is that they will learn by observing animals, farmers and practically doing an activity. The importance of children having hands on experience is how they learn as Arnholz (2019) states it enages the brain better than just sitting at a desk in the classroom. Visiting the farm will improve the pupil’s wellbeing as it will develop their love for animals and the outdoors (Hambidge, 2017). The farm will also help children relieve any stresses or worries they have when they experience a new environment (Hambidge, 2017). Teachers must make sure that they complete a risk assessment form in order to visit the community farm. This risk assessment will allow teachers to identify “any areas of concern or risks” so they can place sensible precautions and clear guidelines (HSE, 2019, no page number). 
Moreover, community links and visits will allow many opportunities for the pupils to have and will allow them to use their knowledge and skills of farms and animals to ask relevant questions. Pupils asking questions is important because they “help pupils to develop their thinking” (Hall, 2016, no page number) and it enables teachers to identify any gaps of knowledge. 
Even though this school project has many strengths and opportunities, teachers need to consider the weaknesses and threats that this project may have on the pupils or the school. One weakness that may arise with this project is pupil motivation. Teachers need to make sure they always respond and explain to the children the benefits of this community farm and how this learning will help them in the future. According to Grigg (2015), as a result of increasing pupils motivation skills, teachers always need to remain positive as well as giving the children praise. Children look up to their class teachers as role models and for the children to be motivated to go to the community farm, teachers need to show the pupils that they have a passion and love for the community (Grigg, 2015). Another weakness that could arise with this project is the budget. The school may not be able to afford the cost of visiting the farm or having farmers in to speak to the pupils. One way that the teacher could reduce this problem is by having fundraising events to ensure that the children receive the best learning opportunities. Schools need to consider that staffing may become an issue when planning an educational visit. Teachers and Teaching Assistants (TA) need to be given the appropriate training and courses in order to take children on educational visits for both the pupils’ and teachers’ health and safety (MacKay, 2010). As the staff to pupil ratio is roughly 1:13 for Year One pupils, at least two qualified adults will have to supervise on the school trip as well as the class teacher (Taylor et al. 2014). Schools then must make sure that other teachers have at least one TA in the classroom which means that they may need to have cover from supply teachers and this could decrease the budget (Mackay, 2010). 
Furthermore, one threat that could arise as a result of implementing this project are the farm animals. The pupils could react to the animals and have negative and serious effects. The pupils and teachers must always be on full alert. It is important that teachers carry “appropriate medication” (Rosling, 2013) and always explain to the children to be aware of the animals. As well as the children being aware of the animals, teachers need to explain the importance of children’s behaviour on the farms as the animals could get scared or worried. Futhermore, a threat that could arise when visiting the community farm is the general public. It is important that the teacher assigns a TA to a small group of pupils, so it is easier to head count. As well as this, the pupils must always be in a group of three or four with the correct staff ratio to each group of children (Rosling, 2013). Farming machinery is a big threat for the pupils and the staff. It is important that the farming staff know the days when the school arrives, and that the pupils should never wonder off as they could get hurt (HSE, 2019).
Visiting a community farm is a wonderful learning experience that will enrich and develop children’s learning. One of the aims for this school proposal was to recognise the cultural and socioeconomic issues that influence everyday school life. It has been stated in the literature review the impact poverty and deprived areas have on children even at a young age. This will help me as a student teacher in the future because I will always consider these issues and ways to overcome them within or outside of the classroom. Another aim of this essay was to enable me to look at the school’s curriculum and overcome any issues that do not meet the schools or community needs. For example, school X was situated in a small deprived area and it was brought to my attention the importance of the teacher’s role. Unfortunately, not all children are given the best learning experience from home. Student primary teachers need to make sure that they meet professional standards to become a qualified teacher. One professional standard state that student teachers must use real life contexts and environments in order to improve the pupils “cultural, linguistic, religious and socio-economic experiences” (Welsh Government, 2019, p.31). 
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Appendix 1

[image: 9 Best Helen Elliott images | Naive art, Folk art, Art][image: Helen Elliot at the Guildhall – Whats On Cardigan Bay] 
[image: Newcastle Emlyn artist Helen Elliott to exhibit in Cardigan ...]
[image: Helen Elliott Studio and gallery west Wales | Cardigan Bay] 

All four of these paintings were drawn by Helen Elliot who is a Welsh artist from Newcastle Emlyn. Her work is available here: https://www.helenelliott.net/ (Accessed on 2.4.20). 










Appendix 2-SWOT analysis
	
	HELPFUL
	HARMFUL

	INTERNAL
(within the school)
	Strengths

-Pupil Engagement 
-Using the Welsh culture
-Pupils wellbeing 









	Weaknesses

-Staffing
-Pupil motivation
-Pupil Behaviour


	EXTERNAL 
(outside the school)
	Opportunities

-Strengthening the relationship between school and community
-Development of Four Purposes










	Threats

-Budget
-Pupil motivation
-Deprivation
-Allergies
-Other schools or the public
-Farming Machinery
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