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The Magistrate in the UK
[bookmark: _Hlk133353021][bookmark: _Hlk133490733]The magistrate in the UK performs a crucial role in the judicial system. The Chancellor appoints magistrates to give preside over civil disputes and criminal cases. In the UK, magistrates are crucial for the public image to portray public confidence in the judicial system making the local community trust the system. However, court closures have impacted the practice Scholars define a magistrate as a judicial officer working in the criminal justice system (Gibson, 2009, p. 106). In the United Kingdom, magistrates are appointed by the Lord Chancellor and do not require specific legal qualifications for them to serve in the justice system (Gibson, 2009, p, 68). A magistrate presides over cases at the magistrate's court and decides upon people's civil matters and crimes. This paper will define magistrate, discuss magistrates' responsibilities, the court closures issues, the characteristics, and reforms in the magistrate court.
Roles And Responsibilities of a Magistrate in the UK
[bookmark: _Hlk133483968] A magistrate in the UK has various duties and responsibilities. The magistrates in the UK are significantly involved in various cases, such as cases on summary offenses. Scholars argue that such cases are lessen in weight compared to Others that can be dealt with outside the magistrate's court (Innes, 2022, p. 270). Some of the cases hearing the criminal jurisdiction magistrates court in traffic offenses left assault and minor drug offenses. Scholars also argue that magistrates can be involved in handling more serious cases, especially when they are in their early stages (Nicholson, 2003, p.351) Research also shows that magistrates are responsible for holding preliminary hearings to ascertain the availability of sufficient evidence on cases before proceeding to the next court for trials. Sometimes, magistrates have the responsibility to grant bail on remand suspects in custody if they wait for court hearings. Secondly, magistrates have the responsibility for civil disputes (Campbell, 2020, P, 3). Some of the civil disputes that magistrates are involved in include conflicts between landlord and Tenant, small claims cases, and disputes among neighbors.
Even if the magistrates do not need to require specific training or legal education to get into practice, they have significant roles in the criminal and justice system in the UK. Their responsibilities are significant in creating sanity in the community, such as allowing for cross-sections of the community as it pertains to Justice dispensation (Campbell, 2020, P, 37). Magistrates can dispense this role appropriately as they are drawn from the community and have diverse backgrounds, experiences, ages, and other factors, which ensure that various facets of cases are taken into consideration before decision-making (Donovan et al., 2020, p.7). Lastly, in the UK, magistrates are crucial for the public image to portray public confidence in the judicial system making the local community trust the system (Campbell, 2020, P. 45). For instance, when the magistrates handle cases from the community, they deliberate on such issues in an amicable way that portrays the criminal and judicial system as just, motivating the public to abide by the law of the land.
Court Closures
As evident above, the magistrates are very impactful in the judicial system. However, Court closures have impacted the practice of these magistrates as the majority of the UK prefers to deal with cases at higher levels (Singh, 2022, p. 1031). Due to very few cases being heard locally, defendants, magistrates, and witnesses have had to travel long distances to other courts. Researchers argue that when there are court closures at the community level like this, it leads to delaying of justice dispensation. Also, since these people have to travel to other courts, seeking justice become more expensive than before when there were many magistrate courts across the UK.
Furthermore, court closures have compromised justice delivery quality. Proponents of this assertion argue that since magistrates are more acquainted with the people in the locality, they best know their experiences and draw upon such experiences to make just rolling (Bagshaw et al., 2019, p.29-31). However, because they are now handling the magistrate's court closure, the quality of Justice dispensation has reduced, given that decision-makers are no longer people familiar with the community (Armitage, 2021, p.18). Researchers argue that the magistrate's understanding of the community's dimensions made it easier for them to understand the needs of the locals and make decisions while being guided by distance abilities (Nicholson, 2003, p. 353). According to studies, this aspect might lead to mistrust amongst the public as most people might feel like their needs are not catered to and the criminal justice system does not appropriately represent them.
Characteristics
[bookmark: _Hlk133490325][bookmark: _Hlk133490286] For a magistrate to be successful in practice, they must possess specific traits that make them outstanding. Firstly, magistrates must be able to dispense justice by using the evidence provided in court to avoid bias and partial decision-making (Song and Legg, 2021, p. 124). The magistrates are called upon to avoid prejudice and never close their personal beliefs or doctrine to make decisions, as this would lead to fatality and bias. Also, accepting external forces can hinder justice dispensation, and magistrates might become corruptible (Campbell, 2020, p.2). Researchers argue that an effective magistrate must be knowledgeable about law and legal procedures to be decisive in providing a verdict. At all times, a magistrate is supposed to be guided by the principles of the Constitution (Song and Legg, 2021, p. 164). To ensure fairness, interpret it appropriately and use this information to make informed decisions and ensure that they follow the land law (Donovan et al., 2020, p.4). Lastly, Magistrates must have strong interpersonal and communication skills to practice effectively (Gibson, 2009, p. 64). For a magistrate to decide, they must be communicators who are now the witnesses' defendants and any events to give the sky. Without appropriate listening skills, the magistrate may not be able to get the right information they need to deliver (Gibson, 2009, p. 64). They must be able to empathize and wear the shoes of the people they listened to make a non-prejudiced decision (Armitage, 2021, p.24). Effective communication and interpersonal skills do with proper judgment and decision-making. If the magistrate does not have good judgment, they might not be able to be just, fair, and proportionate, and the public might lose trust in them.
Reform
[bookmark: _Hlk133489470]Magistracy in the UK has undergone various reforms over the years. There are various proposals to make the court of the Magistrate more effective such as proposing targeted recruitment in places with an underrepresented population, and this is with the bid to enhance service delivery to the public and apologists and bring justice closer to the community (Innes, 2022, p.258). Another reform that the magistracy is experiencing is the improvement of support and training for magistrates to make them more effective in practice, given that these people are drawn into the community without the appropriate legal training needed and practice (Travers, 2020, p.12). Alternatively, the UK has experienced various reforms, such as the establishment of the magistrate's association which enabled support for training for the magistrate to acquaint them with the skills, they need to be professional and competent in practice (Innes, 2022, p. 281). Justices of the Peace Act reformed the magistracy by creating a governing body for these practitioners (Innes, 2022, p.257). The judicial office of England supports and trains magistrates.
Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk133353893]The magistrate in the UK performs a crucial role in the judicial system. A magistrate is responsible for holding preliminary hearings to ascertain the availability of sufficient evidence on cases before the procedure to trial. In the UK, magistrates are crucial for the public image to portray public confidence in the judicial system making the local community trust the system. It demonstrates every situation that magistrates are very impactful in the judicial system. However, court closures have impacted the practice of these magistrates as the majority of the UK prefers to deal with cases at higher levels. Court closures have compromised Justice delivery quality. Proponents of this assertion argue that since magistrates are more acquainted with the people in the locality, they best know their experiences and draw upon such experiences to make just rolling. For a magistrate to be successful in practice, they must possess specific traits that make them outstanding. For instance, magistrates must be able to dispense justice by using the evidence provided in court to avoid bias and partial decision-making. Consequently, there are various proposals to make the magistrate court more effective, such as targeted recruitment in places with an underrepresented population, support, and training, and this is with the bid to enhance service delivery to the public and apologists bring justice closer to the community.
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