With reference to Virgil's “Aeneid” how does Hercules compare to Heracles in Euripides' “The madness of Heracles” when portrayed to an ancient audience?
Abstract

Euripides “The madness of Heracles” was first performed as the festival of Dionysus in Athens in 416 B.C.E to an audience and won a prize for best performance and was written as a part of ancient Greek tragedy
. It was written by the author Euripides and was about after Heracles completes one of his labours set about by the ancient Greek goddess Hera the goddess iris and the personification of madness drive Heracles insane so that he goes about killing his children and his wife. While this was Greek. In the Aeneid written by the author Virgil is Roman literature and the ancient Greek hero Hercules is referred to in the literature because Virgil considered himself fluent in both Greek and Latin which allowed to pull from various different bits of ancient Greek literature when writing the Aeneid though the Aeneid is not strictly of Hercules he is indeed referred to in the literature and his depiction is of a man being an icon of worship to many during the Trojan war
. Virgil's Aeneid was written between 29 B.C.E and 19 B.C.E so both bits of literature were appealing to two different ancient audiences separated by time and geography
. Generally the Aeneid was about a Trojan that travelled to Italy to become the ancestor of the Roman's. Hercules is mentioned in the text in some passages
.

Introduction
>First I will outline the authors and circumstances that the literature came about Hercules and talk about the varied audiences that they were appealing to for example Virgil was mainly to a Roman audience so that it was available in Latin while Euripides tragedy “The madness of Hercules” was aimed at an Athenian audience and re-enacted to a Greek Audience in 'theatre'.

>I will briefly outline the content of “The madness of Hercules” and Virgil's “Aeneid”.

>Explain the 'expected' modern day expectations of the characteristics of Hercules before narrating how the expected modern day traits of Hercules are totally different from the ones portrayed in both the “Aeneid” and “The madness of Heracles” and when compared to modern scholarship on the topic (without summarising by saving that to the final paragraph)
. For example how Hercules portrayal of strength is often overlooked as being both good as well as bad (Greek tragedy)
. And even though is part 'mortal' with a human mother he elevated to god like status in Virgil's Aeneid
.

First Paragraph
>Talk about how Heracles is made out to be an icon of worship in Virgil's “Aeneid” compared to the predicament in “The madness of Heracles” where he kills his children and is easily forgiven by a  Greek audience for the 'plays' ability to teach ancient Greek polytheism
. Making a comparison between the portrayals of Hercules (Heracles). 

>I will talk talk about how Hercules is portrayed as a hero saving his children with his god-like strength but alas all is in vein when the goddess iris and the goddess of madness show up which results in Hercules killing his children
. Hercules is portrayed as being a demi-god of strength in “The madness of Heracles”.

Second Paragraph
>Hercules in the “Aeneid” acts as a demi-god of reason and stands as a person that the character Aeneis should mimic because Hercules is virtuous
.

>Hercules stands as heroic because of his morality which stands apart from “The madness of Heracles” where he is made out to be driven insane by the goddess iris
.

>Hercules is shown as a demi-god of someone who went into the depths of Hades just like how Aeneas has done in the Aeneid
.

>The struggle between Cacus and Hercules in the Aeneid could be viewed as something politically motivated because of the Augustine regime at the time according to sources
. Whereas “The madness of Hercacles” was seen as the potentiality that the people of Athens could be descended from Heracles in ancient Greece because Heracles retired from his expeditions to far away lands in Athens.

Third Paragraph
>I will outline the characteristics between Aenius and Hercules and the parallels between them such as the similarities between Aenius and Turnus, and Hercules and Cacus but not all scholars agree

.

>Hercules as a metaphor for fighting evil as the name Cacus in the “Aeneid” literally means the “”evil one” and how Virgil portrayed Hercules as a person of stoic values

.

>The Parallels according to Karl Galinsky is that there are some parallels between the Roman god Apollo and Hercules in the Aeneid
.

Conclusion
>Tie it all together and summarise that Hercule's traits in both the “Aeneid” and the “The madness of Heracles” and show which ones match and which ones didn't.

>Show how in “The madness of Heracles” there was two depictions of Heracles. Whereas Virgil's Hercules has traits very similar to other characters that today we consider fictional and people such as Emperor Augustus where there are traits which lend themselves from him

.
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