Student no: 26002929 HP17016 Assignment 1

Using both traditional archives and electronic catalogues, compile a list of up to ten relevant archival sources
[bookmark: _Hlk243394567] Thomas Clarkson (1760 – 1846) was a leading English abolitionist. Although never a Member of Parliament, he was a close ally of William Wilberforce (1759 – 1833) the M.P. for Hull who was widely recognised as ‘the leading light’ of the fight for slave abolition in Parliament. Clarkson was born in Wisbech, Cambridgeshire. He was educated at St John’s College Cambridge which today holds a considerable collection of over two hundred items in their archive relevant to Clarkson, several items of which are referenced below.[footnoteRef:1] Internet searches show that this is the most extensive archive collection of primary information relevant to Clarkson. Other archives such as those situated at the National Library of Wales and the Bodleian in Oxford had far fewer resources most if not all were published works. [1:  ‘Thomas Clarkson 1760 – 1846’, BBC History: Historic Figures <https://bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/clarkson_thomas.shmtl> [accessed 19 October 2026]] 


[bookmark: _Hlk243740428]In 1876 Clarkson wrote An Essay on the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species.[footnoteRef:2] This essay brought him to the attention of Granville Sharp (1735 – 1813) and William Wilberforce. Sharp and Clarkson were two of the twelve founder members for the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade set up in 1787.[footnoteRef:3]  Nine of the twelve founders were Quakers: John Barton, William Dillwyn, George Harrison, Samuel Hoare Jr., Joseph Hooper, John Lloyd, Joseph Woods Sr., James Phillips and Richard Phillips. The other three were Anglicans: Philip Sansom, Sharp and Clarkson.[footnoteRef:4] Clarkson traveled the country ‘to gather information and to stir up the local committees of the Society’. Clarkson was responsible for gathering evidence, both tangible and intangible to aid the fight to end the slave trade. Tangible examples gathered by Clarkson were shackles and instruments of torture used to ensure slave compliance. Intangible examples are stories reported by sailors, particularly those sailing out of the major slave ports of Bristol and Liverpool.[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  ‘Thomas Clarkson – English Abolitionist’, Britannica <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Clarkson> [accessed 20 October 2026]]  [3:  Ibid]  [4:  ‘Foundation of the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade’, History of Information.Com <https://www.historyofinformation.com/detail.php?id=3700> [accessed 21 October 2026]]  [5:  ‘Thomas Clarkson’s travelling chest’, BBC A History of the World <https://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/eUhGMiWMT1WGOWAaVf69YA> [accessed 20 October 2026]] 


Clarkson’s considerable efforts finally achieved the aim of abolition in 1807 when the Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was passed by parliament. It was another thirty years before those already enslaved were given their freedom with the passing of the Slavery Abolition Act 1833.[footnoteRef:6] Clarkson never gave up the fight for abolition of slavery as once this had been achieved in the United Kingdom and its empire, he continued to work for worldwide abolition. Although it could not be claimed that Clarkson ‘single handedly’ brought about the abolition of slavery in the United Kingdom and the empire, what cannot be disputed was that his determination helped end the trade in human beings. [6:  ‘Slavery Abolition Act 1833’, Legislation.gov.uk <https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Will4/3-4/73/1991-02-01/data.html> [accessed 21 October 2026]] 


The archive entries given below have been specifically chosen to reference Clarkson’s efforts towards the abolition of slavery. Other entries of a personal nature have deliberately been excluded as although of use in forming a more complete picture of the person, they might lack relevance to his work as an abolitionist. It should be noted that none of the archive items referred to below had been digitised. The distance to the St John’s College Cambridge archive and the University of London’s Senate House archive precluded attendance to view the actual items in person.
Archival Material
Cambridge University

St John’s College Library Archive

 Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-79 (Copy letter from Thomas Clarkson to Joseph Pease dated 13th June 1843 discussing the freedom given to slaves in India and the desirability of purchasing Indian cotton as opposed to cotton from the USA which was grown through the use of slave labour)[footnoteRef:7] Pease was a Quaker industrialist who was an M.P. from 1832 – 1841. [7:  <https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/records/Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-79> [accessed 22 October 2026]] 


Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-98 (Letter from Thomas Clarkson to Judge O’Neall, an American judge outlining why on religious reasons slavery must end)[footnoteRef:8] This correspondence demonstrates the multinational connections that Clarkson had made in his efforts to secure abolition. [8: <https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/search/all:records/0_50/all/score_desc/thomas%20clarkson%20letter%20to%20judge%20o'neall> [accessed 22 October 2026]] 


Clarkson/Folder – 1 – 5/Doc-72 (Draft of a speech dated September 1840, which was given by Clarkson in Ipswich. The draft outlines a slave’s life and states that crimes against slaves are not counted as crimes.)[footnoteRef:9] This draft speech demonstrates Clarkson’s extensive research underlining his campaign.  [9: <https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/search/all:records/0_50/all/score_desc/thomas%20clarkson%20draft%20speech%20ipswich%201840>[accessed 22 October 2026]] 


Clarkson/Folder 1-5/Doc 120 (Letter dated 17th January 1845, on British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society headed paper from Joseph Soul. Acknowledges receipt of letter for France. Advises that the Committee is discussing a suggestion concerning the West Indian Colonies and Colhoun’s statement.)[footnoteRef:10] Joseph soul was a nineteenth century reformer whose main concerns were the welfare of London orphans and also the abolition of slavery. There are forty examples of correspondence between Clarkson and Soul held in the St John’s, Cambridge Archive. The above referenced archive item is representative of the political nature of their correspondence. [10: < https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/search/all:records/0_50/all/score_desc/Clarkson%2FFolder%201-5%2FDoc%20120>  (this entry demonstrates Clarkson’s long fight for worldwide abolition as it is dated only eighteen months before his death in 1846)[accessed 22 October2026]] 


Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-47 (Thomas Clarkson's account of his meeting with the Emperor of Russia, Paris, 1815-09-01 - 1815-09-30) This source demonstrates Clarkson’s influence at the highest levels of society, in his attempts to gain worldwide abolition of slavery.[footnoteRef:11] [11: < https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/records/Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-47> [accessed  23 October 2026]] 


Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-24 (This letter dated 24 February 1807, sent to John Wadkin refers to a vote in the Houses of Parliament in support of the Abolition of the Slave Trade which was carried by 203 votes to 16.) Wadkin was a prominent Mancunian Quaker. Quaker support for abolition is reflected in the nine founder members of the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade being Quaker.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  <https://archives.joh.cam.ac.uk/records/Clarkson/Folder-1-5/Doc-24> [accessed 23 October 2026]] 


University of London

Senate house Library Archive

AL215 (Letter dated 21st April 1826 written by Clarkson to Peter Clare in Manchester. Thanking Clare for his help in petitioning people to gain support for the abolition of slavery throughout the colonies)[footnoteRef:13] Clare was an Mancunian industrialist Quaker. [13: <https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/Details/archive/110031532> [accessed 23 October 2026]] 


AL276 (undated letter to Dykes Alexander asking for charity funds)[footnoteRef:14] Dykes Alexander was a near neighbour of Clarkson in Suffolk. He was a banker whose family were Quakers. [14:  <https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/details/archive/110031604> [accessed 23 October 2026]] 


AL514 (letter dated 9th January 1826 to Henry Hope, Wells asking for support for a petition to parliament to gain better conditions for slaves. He also wants Hope to gather support from the broader area beyond Wells)[footnoteRef:15]  Although it is unclear which Henry Hope is being referred to, although this person is associated with the Bank, Wells Somerset this archive item demonstrates Clarkson’s petitioning for support and funds in the wider anti-slavery campaign. [15: < https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/details/archive/110033389> [accessed 23 October 2026]] 


AL531 (Letter dated 9th August c1807-1816 to Rev. M Maurice, Bury St Edmunds asking for the Southampton committee to be restored to help support the petition to improve slave conditions)[footnoteRef:16] Maurice was a was a prominent Unitarian minister whose help and influence Clarkson sought. [16:  <https://archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/details/archive/110033408h> [accessed 23 October 2026]] 

Conclusion
Clarkson’s prominence as an avid supporter of the abolition of slavery linked to his constant written communications to other abolition supporters meant that there was a good supply of archival primary information. I deliberately chose items which referred directly to abolitionism. The archival material I chose ranged from letters sharing information or encouragement, asking for funds to support his ‘crusade’, a draft speech and Clarkson’s own account of a meeting with the Emperor of Russia. Neither of the archives referred to had digitised information available and the distance was too great to visit either. Unfortunately, the archives close enough to visit i.e. Swansea University Archive, West Glamorgan Archive and the National Library of Wales Archive had any information other than secondary, published texts. In the future this will be something to bear in mind.
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