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[bookmark: _GoBack]Executive Summary
This report summarises and analyses the reasons for and against the return of the death penalty.

Reasons for:
- Fair punishment for violent crime.
- Justice for victims and their families.
- Prevention of crime.

Reasons against:
- No evidence that it deters crime.
- Poses a risk of innocent people dying.
- A violation of human rights.

Introduction
The death penalty, as defined by the Cambridge Dictionary, is “the legal punishment of death for a crime”. It is also known as capital punishment and is still used in some countries, as well as being allowed in thirty US states. It has been abolished in the UK; the death penalty was suspended for capital murder in England, Wales and Scotland on the 8th November 1965, when the Murder (Abolition of the Death Penalty) Act was passed. Capital punishment was not completely abolished for all crimes until 1998 when the Criminal Justice Bill was passed. It was officially abolished on the 27th January 1999, when Jack Straw (the home secretary) signed the 6th protocol of the European Convention of Rights, representing the decision made by the British government.

Some people think that the death penalty should be reinstated in the UK. It is a highly controversial topic and there have been strong arguments for and against the return of the death penalty from members of parliament and public figures, as well as high profile organisations such as Amnesty International. This report will outline and consider such reasons for and against the return of the death penalty.


Main Findings

Is the death penalty fair punishment for violent crimes?
A primary reason in favour of the return of the death penalty is that some feel it is a fair punishment for violent crime. Tory MP, John Hayes (2018), believes that hanging should be reintroduced. He believes that capital punishment “should be available to the courts” – but not compulsory – for violent criminals. In March 2017, Khalid Masood mowed down pedestrians on Westminster Bridge, before stabbing PC Keith Palmer to death. Hayes suspects that if Masood had survived the ordeal then the public would have agreed it fair to hang him after a fair trial as it would seem fitting after the crimes he had committed. However, as viewed by the organisation Amnesty International (2019), this would be taking revenge, not seeking justice.  They feel that a state executing criminals are just “committing the same violence it condemns”. Marie Deans, a late anti-death penalty activist and family member to a murder victim, said this: “Revenge is not the answer. The answer lies in reducing violence, not causing more death”.  

Does the death penalty reduce violent crimes?
Another reason that some people would like to see the death penalty reinstated is because they feel that it would reduce violent crimes. There have been multiple petitions uploaded onto the Parliament website to bring back the death penalty; one from this year had the following description:
 
“We believe that the Death Penalty should be brought back for murder, rape, treason and for those convicted of crimes against children”.

However, Amnesty International (2008) holds the view that bringing back the death penalty would not deter such crime as many acts of violence are spontaneous, leaving little time for the aggressor to even consider what form of punishment their actions will consequently lead to. 





There is also statistical evidence that the death penalty does not deter crime. The graph below compares murder rates in US states with the death penalty against those states without the death penalty and it shows that an almost opposite effect is ensued; the murder rates are overall higher in the states that practice the death penalty.       
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Justice minister Edward Argar (2018) reiterates that there is no evidence that the death penalty deters violent crimes and he clarifies that the UK Government is completely against capital punishment and are certainly not planning on reintroducing it. Argar also believes that reintroducing the death penalty would pose the risk of innocent people dying.

Does the death penalty pose the risk of innocent people dying?
A primary reason against the return of the death penalty is that capital punishment can lead to the unfair execution of innocent people. According to Malkani (2014), it was the ‘manifestly unjust hangings’ occurring between 1950 and 1955 (those specifically of Timothy Evans, Derek Bentley and Ruth Ellis) that majorly contributed to Parliament’s decision to abolish the death penalty for murder in the first place. As echoed by the previous statistics, Malkani states that our society would be ‘no less safe’ with the death penalty in place and justice can still be served with life prison sentences, without the added risk of executing the wrong people.

Is the death penalty a breach of  basic humans rights?
Another reason against the return of the death penalty is that it is a violation of human rights. Regardless of the crimes that somebody may have committed, as stated under article 1 of Protocol Number 13 in the European Convention on Human Rights (2010), ‘no-one shall be condemned to such penalty or executed’. It states that everyone has a right to life in a democratic society and by abolishing the death penalty, the dignity of all human beings is fully recognised. 

Conclusion
To conclude, it is evident that there are two very clear, separate sides to the controversial argument; - reinstate the death penalty or keep it abolished. There is no obvious ‘middle ground’. However, both outcomes seem to aim for one common goal; to prevent violence in society. Those in favour of reinstating capital punishment want to prevent violence by ‘upping the stakes’ for criminals in an attempt to deter violent crimes from happening. Those in favour of the death penalty feel that the more violent the crime committed, the harsher punishment the criminal deserves which in turn could make the next person think twice before committing a similar offence. Similarly, those against the return of the death penalty want to prevent violence, however, violence that could consequently be carried out by the state if capital punishment was reinstated. They do not want to witness a state committing the same violence it condemns, just to get ‘revenge’ on criminals. 
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