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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? 

8,000 word project:      

	NAME: Robert Golden 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2016510 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Response Policing and Mental health. 

How do response police officers identify mental health conditions in those  in crisis and the impact within the criminal justice system?

INTRODUCTION:

The dissertation will explore how the police define mental health, identify criminals with mental health conditions and how they support those in crisis through the initial stages of the criminal justice system. 

The topic of mental health has become more prevalent in modern society with the charity Mind (2017) stating that “nearly one in four people have a mental health problem” 

The criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2021) highlighted that, “Thousands of people with a mental illness are coming into the criminal justice system each year but their needs are being missed at every stage” and they went on to suggest “there is poor support for people with mental health issues as they progress through the criminal justice system”.

I feel this subject is worthy as a dissertation project due to the sheer volume of existing research and the constant changing approach to mental health.  The dissertation will explore and ascertain if response police officers have the relevant training, the internal and external support structure (partner agencies) in place to help criminals and those they encounter with mental health conditions and do they have the ability to support them appropriately through their crisis.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aim of the dissertation is to research: 
· What mental health is defined as, how the police define mental health and how they identify mental health conditions in suspects?  
· How the police support suspects who have been identified by police or identify themselves to have a mental health condition? 
· What procedures, powers and partners agencies do they utilise to support suspects with mental health conditions and are they equipped to deal with the conditions?  
· Around the above keys areas in order to critically evaluate if the existing support, training and methods utilised by the police are effective. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

So far, the initial research into the dissertation has been sourced from governmental reports, organisational strategic plans and articles. In order to improve the quality of research further exploration will be conducted through textbooks and journals. 

Initial research into the matter highlighted that there are vast and conflicting views on how much police should be involved in mental health matters and how partner agencies should support those in mental health crisis. Her Majesties Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue services (2018) compiled research into Police and Mental Health and wrote:

“We have significant concerns about whether the police should be involved in responding to mental health problems to the degree that they are.”

However, under Section 136 the Mental Health Act 1983, police have the power to detain a person they feel are in crisis, as they may pose a risk to themselves or others. This would naturally suggest that police have a role in identifying, as well as dealing with mental health crisis, with the Welsh government (2022) recording between April to June 2022 there were “496 Section 136 detentions in Wales”.  

The above is snapshot of information that has been initially reviewed with there being immeasurable amounts of material around “Policing and Mental Health” and conflicting view points on how the police should support those in crisis. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

As highlighted already there is vast amount of secondary research conducted around “Policing and Mental Health” and the dissertation will aim to collate that the pre-existing research and explore the summary of my research points. 

The dissertation will also aim to utilise primary research in the form of a questionnaire or survey. Further consideration will need to be taken at a later stage of the dissertation as to which method would be better suited to explore the subject atter further and what questions to use. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The sample target will include serving police officers to understand how well they feel equipped to deal with mental health, to gage their view on support they get and whether they feel that the policing processes and partner agencies are adequate.  

The proposed sample group will be formulated by reaching out to police work colleagues using cascading methods. This will include policing social media groups. 

The intended sample target would provide first hand input from police officers and how they feel they are equipped to deal with mental health. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I don’t foresee any ethical issues with the questions I intend to as ask around mental health as the surveys will be anonymous. However, I am at an advantage as I will have access to serving police officers.


	TIME SCALE:
The literature review will be conducted by the 23/01/22 and this will then lead into the primary research phase and once conducted should provide a better understanding of how to set up the questionnaire/ survey and what questions would be suitable. 
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