
Advanced Latin: Caesar
Dealing with textual criticism



So what about Caesar?

• Through Reynold’s paper, you’ve had an 
overview of
– the historical background of textual criticism
– key issues that affect textual transmission

• Stemmata and their limitations
• Different types of textual contaminations…
• …and editorial efforts to address them
• Typical scribal errors

• This vidcast focusses on how this affects the 
text we have in front of us, and our use of it



Know your editions

• Three main series of Greek and Latin texts take 
responsibility for a full assessment of the textual 
critical aspects of their editions:
– Oxford Classical Texts (Scriptorum Classicorum 

Bibliotheca Oxoniensis)
– Teubner (Bibliotheca scriptorum Graecorum et 

Romanorum Teubneriana)
– Budé (Société d’édition Les belles lettres)

• Other texts and commentaries often include a 
textual apparatus and discussion of the text, but 
are much less extensive



Knowing where your editor stands

• The preface of a critical edition sets out the 
editor’s assessment both of the tradition 
(e.g. stemmata) and of individual 
manuscripts or early editions

• There’s a strong tradition of writing these 
prefaces in Latin: but it is also deliberately 
kept reader-friendly

• Compare our editions: 



The sigla

• Immediately before the first 
chapter starts, a separate 
reference page summarises 
info about manuscripts, their 
ages, and where relevant, 
early editions

• This is vital for understanding 
the information given below 
the text

• Newer editions also give 
information about the 
editorial marks used

• Right: OCT Columella 
Rodgers 2010



What is in our textual apparatus?



• But why is there no indication of the big textual discussion 
Rice Holmes has on ad hos…concurrit in Du Pontet’s OCT 
edition?



How should we use this info?

• For our seminar, think about how the 
information in the prefaces and apparatus 
influences your use of the text

• Does everyone need to be a textual critic?
• Should it change your use of a certain 

passage? 
• Have you already encountered  passages 

where the text itself poses important 
questions?


