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Dissertation Proposal

During this written work, I will look in to 3 keywords that relate with each other and discuss their meaning, how they relate, and why they are interesting to me. This research will be a starting point for my dissertation that’s to come. I want to look at colour, specifically warm colours. How people feel towards certain warm tones and the characteristics of these colours with some symbolic reference to. So, my 3 words that I will be researching in this proposal to lead me further into research, are: Warm, Connotation and Perspective
My first word that I want to look into is the word ‘warm. How the word itself has many connotations and how Warm colour groups are identified. We use the word warm when something feels hotter than average temperature, or when our bodies are a high temperature. It is also used to describe a person with loving and passionate characteristics, or an atmosphere to be lively or heated with disagreement. I'm interested in warm colours, and why there are identified as primarily red or yellow. (The free dictionary, Warm: 1,2,4,6,8,10). Any colours related to yellow or red, such as pink and orange are used in advertising and marketing to provoke feelings of excitement and vitality (Financial dictionary). But why are they ‘warm’ colours? Why are a group of colours described to be warm? Which is the definition of heat, correct? A definition by Vangie Beal, talks about how the phrase ‘warm colour’ is used to describe any colour that is vivid and bold in nature, colours that can be overwhelming in a space. Another blog by Lauren Flanagan (29.04.2019), who looks into the difference between ‘warm and cool colours’, suggests that warm colours are grouped as ‘warm’ because they make you feel and think of warm things, and bring us memories that we link with warmth. She also states that warm colours are used in interiors to make a place feel more comfortable, whereas Vangie Beal described the warm colours to be overwhelming in such a space. However, I would assume that it also depends on the tone shade of the colours used. As warm colours range from lights, to electric to dark.
This side of the colour wheel, the ones under the ‘warm umbrella, are known to affect our current state. This can affect your mind and body. In relation to connotations of each colour, warm colours have been known to increase the adrenaline and breathing rate of one, raises blood pressure and body temperature, this is ironically the reason warm colours are related to heat, as they make us feel warmer in their surroundings. This is the connotations of colours that change the way we perceive. We often link warm colours to sunlight, sand, fire and heat. Wearm colours used in interior spaces, make the atmosphere more comfortable and more intimate. Warm colours are energizing, and creates stimulation, so bold warm colours are best for bedroom spaces.
Colour charts began to be more common in the 1880’s as a direct response to the mass-production of ready mixed paints. The colour chart serves as a lens to examine a radical transformation from western art and the twentieth centry art. The artist to change the way colour was used in art, Andy Warhol’s “I want to be a machine” and the mastery of colour palettes Frank Stella’s “To keep the paint as good as it is in the can”. A contemporary position has evolved, a movement in the industry, one that is called a colour-chart sensibility. This set aside theories of relational colour harmony just as it rejected the symbolic snd expressive import of colour choices. The colour chart has largely taken over from the colour whell once used, and still used in a manner today. During the past century, systems like the colour wheel have come to be understood as reflecting the human desire for order and organisation (Colour Chart: reinventing colour, 1950 to today, 2008)
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Moving onto to another word ‘Connotation. The act of connoting; the suggesting of an additional meaning for a word or expression, apart from its explicit meaning (Dictionary, 2019). From another dictionary source the definition for connotation means that a word suggests or implies something else. Connotations also include emotionally play and a lot of word associations surrounding. Connotations are interesting to me because each colour has connotations of their own, each different. The connotations of colour reflect symbolism, emotions, stereotypes and so on. It's important to understand them and the term, to understand why some colours are categorized as ‘warm colours and some are ‘cool. They also play a role in our personal responses to warm colours.
The word connotation stems from the Latin word notare, meaning “to note”. The word Denotation also comes from the same word and most people get confused between them both. To be clear, denotation means the explicit or direct meaning of something or a word. Whereas connotation is the other meanings behind the direct meaning. For example, directly from an online dictionary: “the words home and house have similar denotations or primary meanings: a home is “a shelter that is the usual residence of a person, family, or household,” and a house is “a building in which people live.” However, for many, these terms carry different associations or secondary meanings, also known as connotations.” I am personally interested in the connotations and denotations of colour, especially after having a talk from Andrea Curtis, a colour specialist, who broke down the rules of colour and touched on their different colours and their values. Since then I have been interested in warm colours and how they make to feel or perceive something. These mainly target the most vivid tone of colour rather than all tones of red, for example. This is because a pale red would have a different set of connotations compared to an electric red or even a dark red.
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https://www.slideshare.net/munpreet/colour-connotations-12023909
All electric tones of blue, red, orange, yellow, green, purple and pink have different connotations. But also, so does black and white. Published on Mar 15, 2012 by Manpreet on SlideShare, is a brief description of the connotations for black “Black is associated with elegance, power, death, mystery and evil. Black is a mysterious colour, it normally has a negative connotation, but also it is used for elegance, and also black is the symbol of grief. Black is a good contrasting colour, as it contrasts with any colour. If the colour is combined with orange and red, it gives of an aggressive feel. This colour is stereotypically used in Rock magazine. I can use black for the back ground as it contrasts well and also the fonts and the images will stand out from the page.” and white, “White is associated with innocence, purity, goodness and light. White also means cleanliness and safety. The colour white is a complete opposite to black; white has a positive connotation. White contrasts well with black, which is why most magazines use it. This colour is sometimes used in magazine to even out the balance of colours. I can use white for the writing and the background colour for my double page spread. Also, they can use the white as a background for the front of the magazine.”
Moving onto my final word, Perspective. I want to know how different colours make us all think and feel in different ways. I know that for each person, the response is different, and I learnt from the talk with Andrea Curtis that the tone of the colour is also a key factor in how the connotations work. In the online dictionary (2019), its states that perspective is the state of one's ideas, relating to the facts known to one. Also having an interrelationship. Someone's perspective is also how someone views one thing, compared to another person. When one sees something or hear something, their reaction is dependent on their perspective, which can be affected by various factors such as mental health, living conditions, general health. Perspective on colour can be tricky to judge, especially when you must keep in mind that some are colour blind, therefore they could react to the connotations of red, to a blue, depending on their perspective.
In Chevreul, Garland (P 383-385), it talks about how colour contrasting can affect our sense differently, not just being sight that’s affected but also our hearing. It talks about how two-coloured lights sitting next to each other, can have this contrast of antagonism. Two coloured lights which produce by their mutual combinations an uncoloured or white light as being antagonistic. For example, if you separate the rays of red from a white light, you are left with a greenish colour that reflects blue. This going back to warm and cool colours, combined they release a strong clear white, take one tone away and your left with the contrasting colours.
Finally, sounds, at least for the generality of me, have a special existence, which colour do not have. Succession is particularly essential to the pleasure of musical sounds and to the signification of the sounds of speech, as simultaneity in associated colours (389, L 40). 
moving forward, I want to narrow my research to truly understand the values of the warm colours in relation to cool colours. I want to understand the connotations to warm colours, why we connect warm colours to warm surroundings. It's also interesting to me that it's not just a visual effect, colour perception can be affected by sound. In my further research I want to specifically look at a few artist and designers, how they use warm colour palettes to set a mood in their work, or to highlight a sense. I would like to look more into Andy Warhol, who has changed the way colour is used in art today, and the classic Vincent Van Gogh.
[image: ]
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Night_Café 
This painting is a perfect example of capturing a mood in a painting, using warm colours suggesting a cosy and calm environment.
I guess for my dissertation my I have many questions that I want to fully explore. 
· Why are warm colours significant?
· What's the difference between cool and warm colours?
· How can colour choices effect our senses?
· How to colours and their connotations effect the way we perceive?
· How important is a colour chart and colour groups, in today's design industry?
· What do you need to consider with colour when designing interior spaces?
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28. Gerhard Richter
Ten Large Color Panels. 1966/71/72

Lacquer on white primed canvas
Ten panels, each: 8' 2 7" x 37 %" (250 x 95 cm);
el sl it x311 20 (250 x 950 em)

Kunstsammlung Nordrhein-Westfalen, Diisseldort




