CLCS4007: Athens and Rome – Workshop 2 (Week 3) – 15/10/12

This week’s in-lecture workshop will on the legal speech On the Murder of Eratosthenes 1.1-50, written by Lysias of Syracuse, a metic who lived in Athens during the late fifth and early fourth century BC. For this workshop you should read both the speech itself and also some modern scholarship on the topic. Links to the reading have been given below. In addition you should prepare written answers to the questions set below and bring them along for discussion on Monday 15th of October.

Lysias On the Murder of Eratosthenes
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0154%3Aspeech%3D1

Modern Scholarship:

http://www.jstor.org/stable/4476833?&Search=yes&searchText=murder&searchText=Eratosthenes&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Don%2Bthe%2Bmurder%2Bof%2BEratosthenes%26acc%3Don%26wc%3Don&prevSearch=&item=2&ttl=311&returnArticleService=showFullText

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3298421?&Search=yes&searchText=murder&searchText=Eratosthenes&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Don%2Bthe%2Bmurder%2Bof%2BEratosthenes%26acc%3Don%26wc%3Don&prevSearch=&item=10&ttl=311&returnArticleService=showFullText

Questions:

1) What was Lysias’ background, how did he come to Athens, and did he play any significant part in political events in Athens? (For this information you could consult commentaries or the Oxford Classical Dictionary). 

2) What do we know about the Eratosthenes that is referred to in this speech?

3) What is the nature of the legal dispute?

4) How does this speech reflect on the nature of relationship between a husband and wife in Classical Athens, and also about a man’s social circle?

5) What is the defendants excuse for killing Eratosthenes?

6) What is the distinct made between rape and adultery?

7) What is the significance of the issue of pre-meditation? 
