Appendix XX ECAD7004
Assisted Reflective Conclusions (ARC) Model
Date: 15th February 2020
Lesson Study Focus: The effects of differentiation on learner engagement and performance. 
	Experience


	Feelings

What are your feelings regarding the experience?”
· “How do you think the lesson went? What went well?
· Do you think you were able to gather enough sufficient information to help with the research?
· Have you helped make the students feel comfortable enough although they are being observed?
· What can be improved if this research was repeated?
	In my opinion, the lesson that I taught during the research study can be considered successful. For instances, the class were engaged, on task and obedient throughout. Moreover, whilst conducting assessment for learning I posed various questions to the class during the class discussion period; largely, the class were able to answer the questions suitably. This indicated that they had understood the content of the lesson. This was further confirmed to me whilst I conducted circulation tasks and reviewed the written work of mixed ability pupils. Hence, it was evident that pupils of each ability had understood the lessons content and task purpose. I believe that the differentiation strategies that I had implemented as discussed throughout the assignment influenced the success of the students involve within the lesson. 

In my opinion, whilst the data that I gathered within my study was informative o my research area. However, as the study was small scale it cannot sufficiently represent the effects of differentiation of learner engagement and performance on a wider scale. However, if it were to be revised and incorporate a larger range of participants this aim could be achieved with success. 

Throughout my research lesson, I ensured that my students were comfortable with the ongoing observation. For instance, in the previous lesson I had informed the students that their following lesson would be observed. I also informed them that the observation would in no way impact their long-term school experience for it was in no form a test. Thus, the students were prepared for the observation and consequently not taken of guard by the presence of the observer.

Should the research be repeated in future, I recommend that the study firstly incorporate more participants. Thus, the research could be considered more reliable if it were to represent a wider group of individuals. Moreover, I would involve more observers; our research was limited to one observer; the observer had to focus on several areas and thus it is possible that relevant data was overlooked whilst the observers focus was elsewhere. Hence increasing the amount of observers involved might increase the overall amount of data collected. In turn, this could increase the studies validity. 

	Remember and Understand

“Putting the lesson into context”
	My research lesson involved teaching a key stage three mixed ability class. The class were currently preparing for their group discussion assessment. Their assessment focused on the question ‘Does everyone deserve the right to life?’ Thus, during this lesson the students focused on whether animal deserved the right to life for in previous lessons that had already explored the concept of human right to life. In order to prepare for their discussions, the students were instructed to complete a series of written and opinion-based discussion tasks.






	Evaluate and analyse

 “What could be kept the same to ensure effective teaching and learning in the future?”

“What could be changed  to ensure effective teaching and learning in the future?”
	In order to ensure effective teaching in the future, I would re-implement the differentiation strategies that I had incorporated such as explicit teaching and collaborative learning. As outlined in the assignment, they appeared to support learner engagement and performance. However, I would remove the optional scaffold support from the class Power Point for it appeared to remove an appropriate level of challenge for higher ability pupils.

	Conclusions and actions

“What are your possible solutions to the issue identified?”

“What could be done next?”

	In order to provide a solution for the challenge issue discussed above I would implement the following approach; as opposed to displaying a scaffold on the classroom Power Point I would instead provide the students with individual work sheets. I would provide scaffolding for lower ability students only, for the optional scaffold appeared to remove the challenge of the written task for higher ability pupils.





	Transformed experience































Lesson Study 1 data:


Focus group questions and participant answers:

1. What part of the lesson did you find most challenging and why?
S1 “Not sure.”
S2 “The beginning.”
S3 Student three finds “nothing” challenging and expressing that they felt the tasks was relatively “easy” throughout. 
S4 The student’s reply cannot not be heard.

2. What tasks do you feel you participated well in and why?

S1 “The poster.”  The student explains that they are a “confident” drawer. 
S2 “The poster.” The student explains that having facts surrounding the topic noted in their books helped them to incorporate information into their poster more easily.  
S3 “The poster because we were using our own ideas.”
S4 The student agrees with the above point made by Student 3.

3. Which questions do you feel you answered best and why?
S1 The student says that they are “not sure” about a specific question that they answered best. 
S2 The student replies that they responded best to questions that involved “working as a team.”
S3 Student 3 agrees with the above comment made by Student 2.
S4 The student’s reply cannot not be heard.

4. How did you tackle _____________? Please explain your answer. 
S1 The student explains that they were “unsure” of the purpose of the task properly “at first”.
S2 The student explains that they used the scaffolded paragraph to assist them with the letter writing task and then “changed the wording” in order to make the work their own. 
S3 The student’s reply cannot not be heard.
S4 Initially the student explains that she was unsure of the task but with further clarification from the teacher was able to “think of” her “own ideas.”
5. If you could change any part of the lesson, what would you change and why? 
Rephrased question: What activity would you want to remove?
S1 Student one requests that “more drawing activities” are added. He also suggests that before creating a poster of a sinking Titanic that the class draw the ship “setting sail.”
S2 The student requests “less reading time” at the beginning of the lesson.
S3 The student suggests that the first task within each lesson should contain questions about “things we already know.”
S4 The student requests “more group work” and “going to the library more” for more independent reading opportunities. 

6. Do you think the tasks were a suitable level of challenge? Can you explain the reasons for your answer?
S1 “Sometimes.” The student further explains that they found the letter writing task more challenging and felt uncertain on how to form his written response. 
S2 “The letter” was challenging. 
S3 The tasks were “all okay.”
S4 The activities were “all okay.”  However, the student explains that the poster activity was “the easiest.” They then add that during the written activity model paragraph also “helped” them to write their letter. 

7. Do you think the success criteria motivated your effort during the task?
S1 “Yes.”
S2 “Yes, it showed us what we needed to add more of.”
S3 “Yes.” The student also explains that the success criteria “reminded” them of the information hat they needed to add to their posters. 
S4 “Yes, it was helpful.”

8. Using a scale of 1-4, with 4 being the hardest, how difficult did you find __________task and __________ question?
S1 Poster activity 1. Letter activity 3.
S2 Poster activity 1. Letter activity 2. 
S3 Poster activity 1. Letter activity 3.
S4 Poster activity 1. Letter activity 4. 

9. Which task did you feel you participated well in and why?
S1 “The poster because I like drawing.” 
S2 “The poster.” 
S3 “The poster” 
S4 “The poster”  (Each student has explained their answer to this question previously, see question 2.)

10. How do you think the teacher could have made the lesson more enjoyable?
S1 The student explains that they are “not sure” as they found the lesson “enjoyable.”
S2 The student requests that the teacher “highlight the key information” in the model paragraph.
S3 The student would like more “pair work” incorporated so that they were able to share ideas with “the person next to us.”
S4 The student would like more scaffolded paragraphs with “gaps” so that they were able to fill their own answers in with the support of the scaffold. 

The teacher then asks the students how they feel that classroom noise level impacts their learning. The students and teacher then agree that a volume level in terms of the teacher saying “turn the volume down to a level 3” might help you manage classroom volume. 
General comments on the impact of differentiation on the focus group students: 
· The teacher circulated the room and spoke to the students individually whilst conducting Assessment for Learning (AfL) and checking the pupils’ work (during both the poster and letter writing activity.)
· During the poster activity, the teacher displayed a success-criteria for the pupils reminding them of the information required within their posters. The students have confirmed that the success criteria was beneficial to each of them in question 7. 
· After the video clip activity, the teacher conducted a classroom discussion on the video’s content in order to check for general understanding and remove potential misconceptions for those who potentially had greater difficulty in grasping the given information. For instance the teacher reclarified 
· The teacher asked the class if they had “any questions” surrounding the letter writing activity for the purpose of clarification.
· The teacher restated the purpose of the letter writing task throughout the lesson, placing emphasis on the content and structure required within the letter in front of the whole class. This reaffirmed the purpose of the task for those who were already aware and clarified it for those who were not. Thus, the teacher further conducted differentiation at this point.
· During the poster activity, the teacher selected the posters of two pupils and displayed them to the class. The teacher also pointed out the features that both students had successfully included in their posters. The posters displayed had been taken from Student 1 and 2 . 

Observer’s interpretation of pupil performance in terms of written work produced: 
In terms of the pupil’s work, the pupil at the back left (from the observer’s perspective) had produced a high-quality poster and had utilised the success criteria successfully.  The two pupils in the back row to the right had done the same. The pupil at the front appeared to have produced a poster containing slightly less information. However, the pupil may have added more as the lesson continued. 
Observation Checklists:
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Lesson Study 2 data: 

Focus group questions and participant answers:
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Lesson Plan


	Student-teacher
	Anonymous
	Class:
	Anonymous

	AoLE or Subject
	English
	Date:
	06/02/2020

	Lesson Focus:
	Group Discussion

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	Ethical and informed citizens 
Problem-solving, creative and critical thinking

	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	Literacy
Religious Education
Geography

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identified in weekly review)

To maintain my improved activity timing









	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:

1. To consider topics for our group discussion.
2. To discuss whether animals deserve the right to life.








	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	To engage within the written tasks as well as the group discussion.


	The pupils must share their own opinions and provide reason for them both written and verbally. 




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points,  differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	The pupils will copy down the welsh date, title and welsh word for lesson objectives ‘Nod’ followed by the objective written in English. 

The pupils must then complete a five- minute starter activity; they will be required to order five questions typically utilised within group discussions from best to worst. 
	




The pupils must complete the starter independently and then the correct answers in the class discussion. 





	Power Point

	

Teaching & Core Learning
	The pupils will be reminded that their group discussion involves the question ‘Does everyone deserve the right to life.’ 

The pupils will be briefly questioned on whether or not they believe this to be true and asked to provide a reason as to why in order to engage with the lesson objective at the very beginning of the lesson. After this brief discussion the pupils will be introduced to the main topic of the lesson ‘Do animals deserve the right to life.’

The pupils will each receive a copy of an article concerning animal rights. They will then be asked to take turns reading it aloud to one another. After this, I shall ask the pupils questions about the article in order to check for understanding and provide further clarification where necessary. 

The pupils will then be asked to utilise the information in the article to inform a  write a response to the question ‘Do animals deserve the right to life?’

In order to structure their response, the pupils will be offered scaffolding sentence starters for the purpose of differentiation for those who may struggle to complete the task independently.  During this activity I shall carry out circulation checks in order to monitor understanding. After the task is complete, the pupils will be asked to share their answers in a brief class discussion.

After this, the pupils will be placed into pairs in order to briefly discuss their opinions on the issue of whether animals have the right to life.

Finally, the pupils groups will be increased to the size of four; at this point, the pupils will be instructed to discuss whether they believe that both animals and humans deserve the right to life. The pupils had already covered the issue of human right to life in previous lessons and thus will now be equip to evaluate both concepts. 

A group discussion success criteria shall be provided on the board. The pupils had already been familiarised with the structure of an effective group discussion in previous lessons. However, the success criteria will be placed on the board for those who may struggle to remember effective group discussion techniques; thus, the success criteria will be utilised for the purpose of differentiation. 
	



The pupils must consider the given question and thus respond to the class discussion. 







The pupils must read the article aloud and listen to its given information.







The pupils must produce a short paragraph explaining whether or not they believe animals deserve the right to life.













The pupils must share their opinions on the relevant issue in pairs.




The pupils must discuss whether everyone deserves the right to life by including the subjects of both human and animal rights.

	Power Point

	

Plenary
	A group will be asked to demonstrate their discussion to the class; I shall assist the students with prompting questions in order to create and demonstrate an effective discussion to the class. Hence, this should solidify the understanding both listening and participating students.


	The pupils must engage in the plenary’s group discussion. 




	Power Point




























Lesson Plan – Phase 1
Evaluation of the Learning Experience
(include references to QTS)

	Evaluation of Pupil Learning


	Evidence of Learning (including attitude to learning over time))
	The class engaged throughout each phase of the lesson by completing the given tasks and responding to general class directed questions.

	Next Steps for Progress

	The pupils must have an opportunity to further practice their group discussion before their assessment. 




	Reflective Analysis of Teaching and Strategies For Development – including justification/rationale for pedagogical choices


	Evidence of my Effective Practice 


	The pupils were engaged in my chosen topic and responded well to my differentiation strategies such as explicit teaching. 

	Areas for my Development

Personal Targets for Progress

	To maintain my improved activity timing.


To ensure that I continue to achieve the activity timings I am currently working under.
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